CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 1, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag                  

The February 1, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor Robert Thieret (8:00 p.m.), Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA, formerly SEMDC).  Attorney Thomas Manion was snowed in at home but available by phone, if needed.

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the January 18, 2011 Regular Meeting, as corrected regarding Overland stating that they do not have rust in the water at their residence, on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT:  Cindy Kleist was present regarding the Outdoor Burning Ordinance received with their February utility bill. Others had also asked about it.  The Ordinance was mailed to all South Rushford residents for information and a reminder due to a complaint of woodburner smoke.  

ZONING ACTIVITY / FEES:  Howard Otis said the Zoning Fees are the same as for Fillmore County.  The reasons for going to square feet for permit costs was because there is no other reliable means for determining construction value.  Once built, the assessor has a chart that considers construction and materials based on a book by Marshall and Swift.  Based on County Zoning, the Johnsons will be informed that a permit will not be required for their ground source heat pump system.  The assessor will consider any increased value on their next 5-year inspection. 
Other fee items discussed included removal of a change of use or special use permit with the addition of Interim Use, a cost for additional site visits for a permit, and the deposit for planning and engineering based on project cost.  The Zoning Board was asked to review the proposed changes once more so they can be finalized at the February 15th Council meeting.  A summary was presented of Zoning permit income: $2289.79 vs. costs: $9500.75. Costs included the Zoning Administrator and Board ($5585.18), Attorney Manion ($2603.31), maps, laminating, mileage and training ($774.22), and advertising/publishing ($538.04).  It was noted that extra costs were incurred for work on ordinance amendments, and that government entities such as the DNR Trout Farm do not require permits.

COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES:  Test Well: There was no new information.  Sewer Contract: A meeting was held between the CRV, represented by Mayor Schwanke, Councilor Johnson, Davy Engineer Jim Kochie and Clerk Iverson, and the City of Rushford, represented by Mayor Chris Hallum, Councilor Vern Bunke, and BDM Engineer John Stewart.  Proposed contract changes were reviewed and discussed with consensus that changes can be negotiated and will be further discussed between the engineers with the possibility of a new agreement vs. amendments.  When asked, Stewart said considering a sewer district at this time would require starting over and the City needs to go to bids as soon as possible to complete the upgrade this year. The goal is March 15, 2011 and the joint group believed this can happen.  CRV representatives stated that Rushford Village intends to pay its share. The City was open to broadening the South Rushford Sewer District boundaries to areas that can be feasibly served with the number of units being the controlling factor.  All agreed that the meeting went well.  

A letter was received from the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority (PFA) stating that the dedicated PFA savings can only be used for the infrastructure in the CRV South Rushford Sewer District and not for a share of costs for the waste water treatment plant upgrades within the City of Rushford.  

ROAD / PUBLIC WORKS Issues: Robert Thieret said he had received two calls for adding rock on Ekern Road, the first call was for loggers hauling and the next day for hauling cattle. When Thieret went out again, it did not appear that the logs had been hauled.  Discussion: chains should be used when needed, there should be a minimum of 24 hours notice, and charges should apply for a commercial business for what is over and above normal maintenance for normal traffic.  A motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern carried unanimously to require a 24 hour notice received by noon on weekdays and charges to include the amount of rock and a minimum of one hour for man and machine.
Previous meeting discussion – Hydrant Flushing: Thieret said he flushes hydrants until the water is clear, starting with hydrants at the top and continuing downhill.  He said areas of concern are past Fitzgeralds’ and sometimes at other residences on Goodrich and Sherwood Streets. Snowplowing: Thieret mentioned another city that has a policy not to plow residential streets until there are four inches of snow.  He said he does not run the big truck with skids after a re-freeze on streets.  Rock delivered to a non-CRV resident: Thieret said the request has been for dry rock not available elsewhere and they have always paid for it.  A Council concern is not to take business away from private parties.  
MIF Flood Loan Terms: Bart Bevins, DEED, provided written clarification as requested and described options.  A resolution to hold the Board of Review locally will be held until training is received.
Computer network and back-up:  The Council committee met with Ace Communications on January 28th to discuss their quote options.  Following the committee consensus and recommendation, a motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to enter into an agreement with Ace for the network tune-up and upgrades as needed to get the computer equipment running smoothly for up to $1100, and to provide off-site back-up at $7.25 per month for up to 50 GB.  A letter of acceptance will be sent to Ace Communications and a letter to DigiRiver regarding the decision.
FINANCIAL – January 31, 2011 (estimated) Balance: $48,132.80; Receipts: $9,911.47 + interest; Disbursements: $87,792.90; Preliminary Projected February Claims: $22,321.63.  Pending: clarification of Cooperative Way Construction balance of $ 57,664.17, FEMA final payment request. The Financials were accepted on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
OTHER: LMCIT Loss Control representative Jason Fitch met with Thieret and Iverson on January 19, 2011 and will follow with recommendations.  The January 31st SEMLM Annual meeting in Rochester was cancelled due to the snowstorm and registrations will be refunded. Iverson’s attendance at the MCFOA Annual Conference in St. Cloud will be shared by CEDA as in 2010. Snow Bowl at Rushford Hockey Rink: February 6th; Otis and Jim Wasnales will attend the February 10th Stormwater Management meeting in Rochester; events in the CRV Hall: SWCD free nitrate testing on February 17th, Manure Value Workshop on March 2nd, and next Tri-City Planning Subcommittee on March 23rd. Next CRV Regular meetings are February 15th and March 1st, 2011.  The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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