CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF MAY 25, 2010 – 6:00 PM ANNUAL SPRING ROAD TOUR & Continuation of Regular Council Meeting on May 18, 2010
Pledge to the Flag

The Council convened at 6:00 p.m. at the City of Rushford Village Office for the Annual Spring Road Tour aboard a Semcac bus.  Presiding: Mayor Gordon Johnson. Council Members present: Roger Ekern, Dennis Overland, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke.  Also present: Public Works & Maintenance Supervisor Robert Thieret, Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 

Roads on the tour: 1) Gilbertson Road – includes the equivalent of a private drive but the owner, Keller, does not want it closed; also viewed flood repairs with rock in a basket structure and a corner cut back for a turn-around; 2) Tower Ridge Road – FEMA repair: additional shale trimming, the FEMA approved interior (upper hillside) culvert; 3) Oian Road – dip to be filled in and also spreading poison Hemlock to be sprayed; 4) Aspen Road – a wash-out past Otis’ to fix with concrete and shale; past Wasnales’ where excavation is needed or to move the road; 5) Cooperative Way – parking area by trail; Thieret was given the okay to consult with Tri-County Electric CEO Brian Krambeer.

COOPERATIVE WAY (7:30 p.m.) - CITIZENS/GUESTS: Kevin Graves and Rick Engstrom, WHKS Engineering; Jason Fitzgerald, Fitzgerald Excavating; Brent Pember, Pember Companies.  All present walked the road. Mayor Johnson observed that the bulk of the concrete appears unchanged since last fall, although some cracks are more noticeable, e.g., cracks between the Tri-County Electric driveways and on the west side of the road across from the concrete plant, but not right at the entrances. Discussion continued in the CRV Office/Council Chambers.  Johnson said we need to know why this is happening, that we did not get our money’s worth and that is why the contractors were not paid in full. He asked the WHKS engineers to lead an open discussion. 
Graves said the project had not reached closure and money was held for retainage and concrete quantity and this meeting was planned to see if the winter would make a difference.  Nine panels were already replaced by Pember Companies and fifteen panels currently have problems. Pember said we need to determine what is going on before replacing any more.  Opinions offered: cracks 3-4 feet parallel with the side of the road – trucks riding the edge of panels so flexing on the outside or subgrade problem? Road design – whether there should have been a concrete shoulder?  So why not cracked on other side of road?

No soil compaction tests were taken after concrete was pulled up for replacement, rather visually observed and it looked solid. Question: could there be sub-base issues?  Schwanke said when highway 16 was worked on last year south of La Crescent, he observed repeated packing but had not observed that here.  Johnson asked for a recommendation which Graves said would be difficult because they have not been able to pinpoint the problem. Engstrom said it’s hard to say what’s wrong with only 5% being a problem.  95% is doing fine so it’s hard to say that it’s compaction. He said WHKS has a student with the concrete association and the instructor offered to look at the problem; a visit is pending.
Pember said they would like to be recognized and paid for the work that is okay.  He said they are waiting on $20,000 and we still have the bond.  Graves said 5% overall retainage is about $14,000 and thought the amount for concrete was $8-9,000.  The total quantity had been recognized in a letter as requested by Pember.  Iverson was asked to check the amount left to pay.  Pember will work with WHKS to determine what to do initially.  Schwanke observed the consensus of frustration with no answer regarding what did not work and why.
TOWER RIDGE ROAD – FEMA Amendment for culvert on road inside at hillside:  Johnson said the Council had discussed with Thieret, where the pipe will go, for what purpose, and will it end up costing more?  Graves said the structural design had included a trench (12” diameter perforated tile) on the interior/hillside of the road to help drain and prevent ground water collection at the retaining wall.  Thieret said when he worked with Mike Peterson, Hi-Tech Excavating, on widening the road to make it passable, they did not see any water coming out of the hill.  Thieret put a culvert at the top end of the second retaining wall and expressed concern for everything being disturbed again.  Johnson suggested and WHKS agreed that another visit should be made to the site before a decision is made.  Consensus was that it needed to have a purpose, e.g., if it improves the integrity of the repair.  WHKS is to contact Thieret for a visit and come back to the Council with recommendations.  Also discussed was having a local contractor or Thieret do the work.

Other FEMA Requests:  Graves had spoken with Doug Stahl who said they are waiting to address other requests until after the trench drain is decided.  
SOUTH RUSHFORD WATER – RADIUM:  Graves asked about the status.  Johnson said the CRV is using the services of Mike Davy to look at other options as the City of Rushford has offered to sell the water at retail vs wholesale costs. Additional water samples were taken for testing and we are now waiting for those results.
OTHER UPDATES / Meetings / Clerk / Communications:  Schwanke provided a list of considerations for requesting park mowing proposals; estimated time was two hours plus trimming, a certificate of insurance would be required as for other independent contractors.  An ad is to be published as soon as possible.
Next Regular Meeting: 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 1, 2010.  This continued meeting adjourned at 10:01 p.m. on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.
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