City of Rushford Village Council Meeting April 21, 2009 

Pledge to Flag
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor, Gordon Johnson, Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Dale Schwanke and  Liz Atkinson.  Howard Otis – Zoning Administrator and Judy Graham – Clerk.
Citizens Present:  Jon Hatleli, Cindy Blagsvedt of Fillmore County Assessors Office
Blagsvedt explained this would have to be an open book Board of Review due to the fact that the Clerk is no longer a voting member of the Council and therefore a Council Member needs to attend a local board training session.  Dennis Overland will attend such meeting on June 24, 2009 for Winona, Houston and Fillmore County to be held in Stumpy’s basement in Rushford from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Possibly one other Council Member will join him.  When completed and a resolution sent to Fillmore County the Board of Review can continue at the Rushford Village meeting until then citizens will have to go to Preston directly for information on valuation and classification of their properties.

Hatleli asked for consideration on a 20 acre parcel that is basically land locked, used for fire wood and hunting purposes and taxed as seasonal recreational property.  Blagsvedt suggested and presented Hatleli with a form to fill out and contact with Jim Edgar of Fillmore County for a possible break in rates.

Rushford Village did have 8 property sales in 2008 equaling a 94% of valuation rates placing all within state guidelines.  Farm land values across the County increased equally.  Total assessment valuation for Rushford Village is $111,474,900 once again second in Cities to Spring Valley at $117,939,500 and 3rd when including the townships; Sumner came in at $114,439,400. New construction added for 2008 assessments amounted to $5,669,500.  
Johnson closed the Board of Review and opened the Council Meeting.
Motion by Overland 2nd by Ekern to accept the agenda as printed with the addition WHKS, Cooperative Way, and Featherstone Farms culverts, carried.  
Motion by Schwanke 2nd by Atkinson to approve minutes of April 7th and 14th  as read with typos corrected, carried.

 Motion by Overland 2nd by Atkinson to approve the claims list for 2nd half of April in a timely fashion as reviewed, carried. LMC increase due to the amount of funds relating to the flood.
Council briefly discussed the report received on the appraisal of the property to be allotted for the Greenslade access, and the details of value.  

Two only rock bids were received as follows.  Bruening Rock Products Inc., of Decorah, Iowa road rock delivered and spread at $7.99 per ton $10.79 per yard, road rock at the pile $6.20 per ton $8.37 per yard.  Milestone Materials of Onalaska, WI road rock delivered and spread at $11.00 per yard, road rock at the pile $7.89 per yard.  Motion by Overland 2nd by Ekern to accept Bruening Rock Products, Inc for delivered and spread price and Milestone Materials at the pile when convenient.  Carried.
Cooperative Way project still needs to have a work completed.  Johnson pointed out there are 7 panels on the Northwest end of the road that are cracked  and several other smaller cracks and chips that must be addressed prior to any additional payments being made either to WHKS or Fitzgerald.  This is a real disappointment.

Thieret, Schwanke and Johnson will meet with WHKS on Thursday April 30th   at 4:30 p.m. to discuss the problems with Tower Ridge Rd.

In discussing the need for Featherstone Farms to place a small culvert under City Park Rd for the purpose of watering the area to the north, the council felt Thieret needs to make sure whatever is done will not damage City Park Rd.
Otis shared Board meeting on Outside Burners will have 1 more meeting and bring to council, this will include no new burners in residential areas. As for other requests, there is only one new home addition and the Habitat home.
Johnson asked Schwanke about any new information on the Brand assessment.  Brand felt if he had known there was a maximum 30 year on deferment prior to assessment hearing he would have objected.  

Pilot Project has been installed for the Water District, Thieret has instructions and will know more by next meeting.
Emerald Ash Borer is looking like an important attention matter and it would be good to establish a local committee to keep an eye out for them.  There is a program at Winona State next week to make people aware of the issue.  The Council asked Atkinson to see if possibly Delbert Kahoun might be willing to head a group that would look for noxious weeds and dead or dying Green Ash trees that may fall in this area and they could then bring this information to her.  Atkinson will report back.

Clerk position has a LMC description to help with replacing Graham.  Currently there is a possible change in legislation where Graham could help at critical times or a maximum of 80 hours per month after retirement. Johnson suggested checking with a service for this position, and further discussion at the next meeting. Resumes will be requested. 
Motion by Overland 2nd by Atkinson to adjourn.  Carried.
