City of Rushford Village August 26, 2009
Special Public Meeting re: Outdoor/Open Burning

Pledge of Allegiance:

Call To Order at 7:00 p.m. by Gordon Johnson, Mayor; Present: Council Members Dale Schwanke, Roger Ekern, Dennis Overland, Elizabeth Atkinson; Zoning Administrator Howard Otis; Zoning Board Members Bruce Hovland, Lee Loerch, Glen Kopperud; and Joyce Iverson, Clerk, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.
Mayor Johnson welcomed the more than twenty citizens present and explained that the purpose of the meeting was to have an open discussion about the draft Outdoor Burning Ordinance that the Zoning Board has been working on for three years at the request of the Council.  He asked for courtesy for opposing views and said the goal is to come up with something we can live with and is enforceable.  He said NESCAUM has provided a model, suggesting that EPA regulations are likely to follow.  He said we don’t want to infringe on people’s rights but also must consider the health of others, and rather than the Council telling residents what to do, we want to hear what you are willing to do.  
Citizens talked about allergies, people burning garbage which is prohibited, or lesser wood vs seasoned dry wood, affordability of wood vs oil, types of woodburners as indicated by a white or orange tag which determine whether they can be used year round or just during winter, grandfathering less efficient existing stoves and the possibility of retrofitting, the lack of accurate testing available for emissions, a proposed 300 foot rule from next structure, urban density vs rural situations, etc.
Mayor Johnson suggested that responsibility belongs to all of us, that the Council cannot be aware of every situation but will respond to complaints.  He noted that wood stoves in homes are beyond the Council control.  Discussion continued almost two hours. Zoning Board and Council members also provided comments and asked questions of those present.  Mayor Johnson thanked everyone for coming and for their input.
Other business: Attorney Manion had made some additions to the Treasurer’s contract that were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously. 

There being no further business, at 9:03 p.m., a motion was made by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously to continue the meeting to include the August 31, 2009 Southeastern Minnesota League of Municipalities (SEMLM) meeting in Spring Grove to be attended by Mayor Johnson and Members Schwanke and Ekern. 
