CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF MAY 4, 2010 - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge to the Flag

The May 4, 2010 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Zoning Board members Darrell Erickson, Glen Kopperud, Bruce Hovland, Lee Loerch, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 
AGENDA was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  
MINUTES of the April 20, 2010 Regular Council meeting were approved as written on motion by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  Discussion followed confirming that no decision was made on a name change to Vogen Road, opposed by one owner, supported by the other.
CITIZENS/GUESTS: Susan Hart, Vern Bunke, Arden Fitzgerald, Kaye Bernard, Mary Gudmundson, Val Gudmundson, Emily Spende, Harold Naber, Mary Naber, Evan Meier, Mike Eidenschink, Jeanne Feldmeier, Gary Brown, Freddie Arnold, Virginia Arnold.  1) Arden Fitzgerald asked about a junkyard ordinance, saying the lot north of the auto business is getting to look terrible.  He also said the same no mowing problem exists with the John Meltz (now deceased) property as well as the old Elliot property, and questioned a fence location on the former Elliot property.  
2) A Trails and Tourism Resolution was presented by Susan Hart and Vern Bunke for the 501c3 nonprofit organization that will continue the process started a year ago with the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF).  It is jointly sponsored by the Rushford Community Foundation and SMIF. The resolution describes an Advisory Committee that includes with others, an elected representative from each governing body of Peterson, Rushford, and Rushford Village to provide a unified voice, encourage cooperation and joint planning, and lessen duplication of efforts.  Six meetings are projected per year.  The benefits to residents include recreation and fitness. The group anticipates being 100% self-sufficient, not expecting City funding unless there’s a project a city wants to make happen, working with the DNR on grants with volunteers providing labor and maintenance.  The next steps: to finish the canoe launches started last year with the DNR, to continue the Magelssen Bluff trails, and continue linking the trails. They want to create opportunities for people to enjoy the area without being a burden on citizens. A motion to approve the Resolution was made by Ekern, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.
ZONING:  Howard Otis reported on one permit issued to the City of Rushford to remodel the Airport T-hanger flat roof with a hip roof.  Otis also received an inquiry call about building a house on 5 acres across from Val Gudmundson’s and west of Steve Culhane’s.
PUBLIC WORKS-THIERET: 1) Road Tour was rescheduled to 6:00 p.m. May 25th, followed by a meeting (subject to their availability) with WHKS engineer and contractors on Cooperative Way. A Semcac bus will be hired for the road tour as in previous years.   2) After receiving additional quotes, four (4) of six grader tires were approved at a cost of $3857.92 on motion by Ekern, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  3) Spring Clean-up May 14th and 15th: Council members to be present with Thieret are Ekern, Atkinson, Schwanke, and Overland on Saturday.  Rates to remain as published. 4) Thieret had purchased a used merry-go-round that was a planned purchase and was painted by Grahams. Council consensus was to locate it with pea gravel in the park behind the CRV Hall-Office and Community Center. 5) Thieret requested consideration of reimbursement for shoes were purchased at a cost of $214.99.  It was suggested these may be part of required personal protective equipment and that will be confirmed with Thieret.  Schwanke said some companies provide one pair per year.
APRIL 13, 2010 JOINT COUNCIL MEETING:  Sam and Sue Stensgard provided a revised letter that included the onsite sewer location identified by Mike Frauenkron.  An e-mail was received from Engineer Mike Davy and additional follow-up is needed.  The Council acknowledged but took no action on a resolution received from the City of Rushford offering terms for purchasing water. 
GREENSLADE: An update was received from Attorney Jason Kuboushek that the judge had denied the appeal but a measure is still pending that was filed in Fillmore County.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Schwanke and Overland with Ron Ziegler, Judy Graham and Iverson on April 26th.  Graham drafted a Treasurer job description, Iverson made some edits to the Clerk job description and Thieret was asked to review his as well. Committee plans to review by next meeting.
FINANCIAL: A motion was made by Atkinson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to approve the projected preliminary May Claims of $24,831.07 and to approve cashing the Cooperative Way CD as that account is negative by almost $10,000 and the Now Account shows a deficit.
PAY RATES and FEES:  A motion to increase the water rate to $4.50 per 1,000 gallons effective May 1, 2010 was made by Ekern, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  Consensus that rock is to be charged at cost, including the loader cost as needed.  A motion to accept the completed list of Pay Rates and Fees for 2010 was made by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  Discussed briefly were online bill payments originated by an individual vs automatic withdrawals originated by the party requesting payments and which usually involve fees.
OTHER UPDATES / Meetings / Clerk / Communications - Discussion included: Carpet cleaning that Ekern is willing to do quarterly and as needed, and park-playground mowing considerations. A motion to approve a $70 volunteer recognition ad in the Tri-County Record was made by Ekern, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING:  Mayor Johnson closed the Council meeting at 8:30 p.m. and opened the Public Hearing on the proposed Campground Ordinance.  Johnson thanked the Zoning Board for the work they had put in on this and thanked the Nabers for their patience while the ordinance was being written.  He referred to discussions about what the County has and the decision to do our own.  Comments have been received for and against.  An anonymous letter was read by Clerk Iverson as requested by Emily Spende.  Spende and Mary Naber commented on the value of Tourism and the need for places to stay.  Atkinson reported on comments heard, that some people don’t care and others think it would be nice to have something closer. She had heard no opposition other than the letter received. Kaye Bernard spoke regarding Selectus Energy LP tanks being close and wondered if the smoke would cause problems with Tri-County Electric’s air handling system.  Setback comments included the larger area to be effected and a comparison with no setbacks in Houston County.  At 8:59 p.m., Mayor Johnson closed the public hearing, reopened the Council meeting, and invited the Zoning Board to the Council table.

Howard Otis said a campground needs to be in an agricultural district.  Johnson referenced the maps and said when Tri-County Electric was considering their move to this area, a water study was done for 160 acres to be served with the assumption that this was a business district, however it is not documented. Discussion included the setbacks, following the County regarding an EAW, smoke from campfires, etc.  Naber said they watch wood brought in and the State regulates the fire pit size.  Agriculture can still continue in the setback areas.  Kopperud called a campground a business opportunity and suggested flexibility.  Attorney Manion advised looking at the Ordinance’s applicability to the entire City of Rushford Village.  500 feet was the answer given when Atkinson asked what the Zoning Board thought the setback should be.  Schwanke asked if a campground would be the best use where proposed. Overland asked what if someone wanted to put in a campground on land adjacent to South Rushford, the largest CRV residential area.  Iverson suggested starting with 500 feet and dealing with another business if and when proposed in the area.  A motion to approve the Campground Ordinance with a 500 foot setback was made by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.

Variances were discussed regarding the closest businesses which are Selectus Energy and Featherstone Farms.  Attorney Manion said that distance variances have been acceptable in court whereas use variances are less favored. He said setbacks are measured between structures.
Next Regular Meetings: 7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, May 18th, 2010 with a public hearing scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on May 11, 2010.  Next Zoning meetings: Tuesdays May 11th at 7:00 a.m. and June 1st at 8:00 a.m. at Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson.  The meeting adjourned at 9:59 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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