City of Rushford Village Council Meeting November 17, 2009 

Pledge of Allegiance to Flag
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson.  Council members present: Dale Schwanke, Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, and Elizabeth Atkinson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.  
The Agenda was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  
Minutes of November 3, 2009 were approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  
Citizens/Others Present: Arden Fitzgerald asked what is planned to take care of the radium.  He is checking on a water softener.  Mayor Johnson summarized the pilot treatment work that was done for consideration of acquiring special equipment and an option in negotiations to purchase water from the City of Rushford.  The deadline projected for radium compliance is June 2011. Fitzgerald  said at some times there is also a strong chlorine smell at their house and asked how often hydrants are flushed.  Bob Thieret usually pumps annually but can pump more often when there are problems.
Deeds researched:  Attorney Manion said the unsigned deeds found in a file and given to him on October 20, 2009 had been executed and recorded in 2002 for easements from Darrs and Britts.  The easements were for a waterline to the well reservoir.

Radium Options: Engineer Mike Davy provided containers and instructions for sample collection to test for the levels of other minerals.  Another meeting is pending between Schwanke, Ekern and City Administrator Block to discuss the City water purchase option. 
Zoning - Old Business - Howard Otis and the Zoning Board have finished review of Zoning Sections 600 and 700. They will start on Section 1400 on December 1st, followed by Section 1500.  

Zoning - New Business - A permit was granted to Featherstone Farms for a cement floor in the shop, required because the shop permit was over one year old.  Otis also discussed an anticipated field access request with the Council.
Tower Ridge Road: Rushford Village costs were added to the FEMA closeout letter for work done by Thieret, Assistant Spaag, Hi-tech Excavating, and for the culvert and rock. The letter to FEMA was approved with these additions on motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  
New Locks: Instead of rekeying existing locks, Thieret installed new office and shop locks.  Old keys were returned and new keys were distributed, with everyone signing for the keys received.  
Financial re: Bill Payments: Water Tower Clean & Coat had provided a report but no pictures as promised, with the explanation that the camera had fogged up and the digital pictures did not turn out.  They reported the tank to be in “excellent overall condition” and that is appears as if it were new.  The bill was allowed for $1,200 as approved with the October claims with a note that the next service would require pictures.  Harters Fall clean-up bill was allowed for payment after comparing total Fall costs with total Spring costs of $971.59 and previous Veolia charges.  All included roll-off use and delivery charges, which were $100 less in Fall, in addition to the weight charge for disposal.  Re: Cooperative Way, the subcontractor, Pember Companies included a request for a two party check in a certified letter also objecting to the partial payment approved. Attorney Manion advised adding them to the check because of the specific request, and a motion to approve the two-party check was made by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  Some discussion followed about the remaining cracks in the concrete which were the reason for holding back part of the final payment.
Clerk/Communications: Iverson attended the November 10th Rural Water-USDA Financing Training in Hutchinson and said, if needed, the most feasible funding for the Radium solution seems to be either the USDA or the MN Dept of Health Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund, both of which require a general obligation bond to secure the loan.  Iverson also attended the Community Prosperity Resource Forum sponsored by Congressman Walz’s office in Preston today.  Suitability of the USDA/MDH resources was reinforced.  Other resources were presented for housing and business assistance.  
The CTAS training on December 10th in St Paul will be discussed with Judy Graham to attend as well as Iverson in order to move toward the goal of redundancy as advised by the Auditor so either can back up the other as needed.  Offsite computer data back-up was also discussed.
The Habitat for Humanity Open House is this Saturday at 4:00 p.m.  The Council received a special invitation.  The December 1, 2009 regular Council meeting has been designated for public comment after which the final levy will be set.  Although no longer required, a notice will still be published.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m. on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  Noted: Iverson will be gone November 22-27.  
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