City of Rushford Village Council Meeting March 3, 2009 

Pledge to Flag
The meeting was called to order by Mayor, Gordon Johnson, Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Dale Schwanke, Liz Atkinson, Howard Otis – Zoning Administrator and Judy Graham – Clerk.
Citizens Present: Attorney Tom Manion, Andy Gayhart of Harter’s Waste, Margo Underwood of Waste Management, John Bruihler, Davin Thompson, Gary Marcoux, Jeremy Tesch and Ruth Cranley.
The agenda was approved with a motion by Ekern 2nd by Atkinson Carried.
The minutes of 2-17-09 were approved as read on a motion by Schwanke 2nd by Overland Carried.
The claims list for March was discussed with no holds on a motion by Overland 2nd by Ekern Carried.
· John Bruihler presented the council with a bid from Dunn Blacktop for the surfacing of Laura Lane requesting confirmation of dedication to Rushford Village and the possible assessment to property owners not in a position to pay upfront for this service.  The current ordinance now states these funds shall be paid by the developer at the time of development therefore on a motion by Overland stating if Laura Lane meets Rushford Village standards upon completion and confirmation by WHKS Rushford Village will accept Laura Lane as a Rushford Village Street.  The possibility of assessments will be addressed at a later time, 2nd by Schwanke.  Carried. It is Bruihlers responsibility now to make arrangements for bringing Laura Lane up to standards and to ask all residence to make arrangements or request an agreement according to Minn Stat. 462.3531. Manion suggested Bruihler start on the information needed for a possible assessment to be ready upon completion.
· 3 bids were accepted for city wide trash pick-up. Harters and Waste Management were present Veolia was not.  After comparison of weekly fees, roll offs, CPI’s, and fuel adjustments, questions on areas of possible cost savings for changes in service, a motion by Schwanke to contract with Harter’s Waste with a 5 year contract beginning May 1, 2009 with a 3%CPI according to their quote, 2nd by Atkinson. Carried. New totes according to their costs plus shipping, a credit if in fact the recyclables increase in value above collection costs and Spring and Fall clean up included in fees, the day of pickup may change (will confirm by phone Wednesday 3-04-09) and will have a 1 day later pick up if a major holiday falls on a prior day of that week. Gayhart will make arrangements to meet with Thieret and or Graham with route and address.  Confirmation Wednesday will be pick up day.
· Cranley presented the Council with a map of changes to her driveway to property off County 25 North showing topography noting each change of slope, as well as a letter from her engineer stating there are public roads as well as driveways with a 15 % slope in this portion of Fillmore County and are acceptable .  Cranley discussed  G -Cubed Engineer suggestions, minimum width in areas, reduction in slope, guard rails and the possibility of turnouts.  Cranley shared she has no problem turning to the NW when accessing County 25 North.  Cranley has asked the Zoning board for a variance of 5.5% in slope to qualify as a residential drive way.  The application for a hearing was accepted by the Council and is scheduled for April 7, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the office of the Clerk.  All interested parties are welcome.
· MOU from Basin Water has been returned, with some changes requiring the Council to place a call to Tonya Chandler for clarification.  Contact has been made with USDA, Rural Water, PFA and MN Dept of Health. Discussion fell on the need to request proper bids for this project even though we have the pilot study. After a conference call with Basin Water additional changes were made to MOU and faxed to Basin Water for confirmation.  Ekern shared a comment about the difference between removing and destroying the radium rather than returning it to the water supply via backwashing.  Keeping the Radium out of the water is the only answer.
· Manion is still working on the Green Acres issue with Brand, deferred runs out at 30 years if title is transferred with exception.

· Policies – Motion by Overland 2nd by Atkinson to accept the 2008 draft of the Contractor Safety Policy requiring all contractors to fill out prior to beginning construction or service.  Additional motion by Overland 2nd by Atkinson to accept the 2008 draft for the Sewer Maintenance / Backup Policy and to make it part of the Sewer Maintenance Book.  Carried.  Further discussion on the Sexual Harassment Policy brought forth a motion by Overland 2nd by Ekern to accept this Sexual Harassment (common courtesy) Policy. Carried. The Employment Policies brought many issues up for discussion by Manion. Overland will bring additional examples to next meeting for more review.
· Otis reported no new information of development of Meadow.  Road work needed on Aspen.  Guard rails and slope to hill as well as other issues on Cranley access. Ekern has checked with the state for any standards on private drive slopes and there are none.  Safety is the reason for Rushford Village Ordinance 5 on driveways. Manion questioned reason for permit to access, and is this a rule for everyone?
· Bob will be informed to continue investigation of 45KW generator for utilities.

· Fire Department Annual Mill Rate meeting will be held Monday March 23, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. with all Council members required to be in attendance. 

· April 21, 2009 the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization will begin at 7:00 p.m. and end at 7:30 p.m. in the office of the clerk.  
· Motion by Schwanke to adjourn 2nd by Overland Carried.  10:00 P.M.

