CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF MARCH 15, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag                  

The March 15, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Absent: Dennis Overland. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  

AGENDA was approved as written on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the March 1, 2011 Regular Meeting on motion by Ekern, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT:  City of Rushford Mayor Chris Hallum was present to discuss the recent changes proposed to the Waste Water Treatment Agreement by the City’s professional advisors.  Mayor Hallum suggested putting this on hold until the CR and CRV representatives can meet again.  
ZONING BOARD:  Howard Otis said the March 10th Zoning Board discussion included stormwater meetings attended, a meeting April 15th in Northfield regarding Southeastern Minnesota Natural Resources; Wind Turbines and Fillmore County’s ordinance. 
ROAD / PUBLIC WORKS Issues: A “Picture it Painted” grant application was completed and submitted for the South Rushford Park shelter, fencing and hydrants with a decision expected on March 28th.  2011 ROCK BIDS received were opened at 6:30 p.m. today as follows: 1) Bruening Rock Products, Inc - $7.25 per ton or 9.79 per cubic yard delivered and spread; $6.31 per ton or $8.52 per cubic yard at quarry/pile.  2) Milestone Materials, Division of Mathy Construction Co. - $11.00 per cubic yard delivered and spread; $7.54 per cubic yard at quarry/pile.  A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, to accept the Bruening Rock bid at $7.25 per ton or 9.79 per cubic yard delivered and spread; and the Milestone Materials bid for $7.54 per cubic yard at the quarry/pile.  Improving County Line Road was also discussed as well as doing something with the small truck before the next snow season.  
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES:  Test Well: Al Scheer is in contact with the DNR regarding purchase of the test well site.  MIF Flood Loan Terms memorandum is waiting for a letter for Exhibit B.  Computer network and back-up: Ace Communications’ Isaac Weissenberger was here again on March 4th, installed the memory in the billing computer and finished the software backup set-up.  Mayor Schwanke commented on a proposal to change the LGA formula, to take away from larger cities (3-5% of cities get 60% of LGA) and that cities under 1,000 population may be spared.
FINANCIAL – February 28, 2011 Balance Estimate updated: $53,452.99; Receipts: $7,177.39; Disbursements per Claims History: $20,625.95 and 
Projected Final March Claims: $28,005.15; INVESTMENTS: Rushford State Bank General Fund CD maturing 03-31-11 renewal was approved with the financial report on motion by Johnson seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  The 2010 audit is being completed by Lisa Hanesworth, Engelson and Associates, Ltd.  FEMA staff will get back to us on what is needed for the final report so that we can also request the final payment for 2007 flood damage repairs.  Treasurer Judy Graham advised that increases be considered for the Sewer and Water utilities to take effect in May after meter readings are completed.
OTHER: Meetings noted included: Iverson to attend the MN Clerks and Finance Officers (MCFOA), St. Cloud, March 16-19th with CEDA covering half the cost; March 28th, 7:00 pm, Rushford Fire Department Annual Mill Rate meeting for contract renewals; April 18-21, 8am-4:30 pm: Board of Appeal at Fillmore County Assessor’s Office, Preston; April 19th, LMCIT Loss Control-Zoning, Rochester; next Tri-City Planning Subcommittee as changed to April 27th, 6:30 p.m. because of Wednesday Lenten services.
The April quarterly newsletter was reviewed.  Mayor Schwanke advised that a notice be included about street parking in South Rushford being a safety hazard because the streets are only wide enough for two-way traffic.  The telephone was replaced with a business phone from Ace Communications because both speaker phone and caller ID were not available on a phone from Rushford Hardware.  South Rushford Park Shelter reservations are on the basis of first occupation.  Someone had inquired about using it for graduation in May.  Health Insurance Renewal for Robert and Nancy Thieret will be discussed further with Dennis Overland when he is present.  

Next CRV Regular meetings are 7:00 p.m., April 5th and 19th, 2011.  At 9:40 p.m., the meeting was continued until the March 28th Mill Rate Board meeting on motion by Johnson, seconded by Peterson and carried unanimously.
**********************************************
Following posted notice as required, a special meeting on March 28, 2011 was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 6:20 p.m. at the Rushford Village   Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  

Mayor Schwanke and Councilor Johnson met at 5:00 p.m. today with Rushford City Mayor Chris Hallum and City Councilor Vern Bunke regarding the most recent proposed changes to the Waste Water Treatment Agreement between the City of Rushford and the City of Rushford Village.  Schwanke said every city in this part of the State charges on the basis of flow vs. BOD’s, TSS, and Phosphorus.  Rushford City professional advisors have stated that since the CRV BOD’s have been higher over the last few years, the CRV is using more capacity than the contract allowed.  By these numbers, the number of equivalent residential units (ERU’s) needs to increase beyond the 124 requested in order to have capacity to increase the number of residential connections.  Such an increase will increase the cost for the CRV share of the capital costs as well as the flow costs based on the three elements above.  Because the proposed agreement changes came late in the agreement amendment process, more negotiation is needed before the agreement can be finalized.
At 6:48 p.m., the special meeting was continued to the Mill Rate Board meeting on motion by Johnson, seconded by Peterson and carried unanimously.  Mayor Schwanke, all CRV Council members, and Clerk Iverson attended the Rushford Fire Department Mill Rate Board meeting which was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Fire Hall.  A financial report was provided as well as options for increasing the mill rate in order to increase the amount to be collected under the 2011-2012 fire service contracts.  The increase is needed to plan for future equipment purchases to maintain quality equipment for the Department.  Upon motion by Mayor Schwanke, seconded by Jan Smaby, Peterson, was approved unanimously at a mill rate of .013 of tax capacity, which for the CRV means a projected payment of $13,037.78 for 2011 and 2012.  The business meeting of the Mill Rate Board adjourned on motion at 7:40 p.m., followed by the Mayor and Clerk signing four copies of the contract.
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