City of Rushford Village Council Meeting October 20, 2009 

Pledge of Allegiance to Flag
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson.  Council members present: Dale Schwanke, Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, and Elizabeth Atkinson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.  
The Agenda was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously with additional issues for Attorney Manion.  
Minutes of October 6, 2009 were approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  
Citizens/Others Present: None
Letters to the contractors about payments to be made for Cooperative Way and Tower Ridge Road were reviewed and approved by Council consensus as edited by WHKS’ Kevin Graves. Graves is also editing the letter to FEMA to close out the Tower Ridge Road project.

Schwanke and Ekern met with Rushford Administrator Winthro Block on October 14, 2009 re: 
1) Stensgard Request: Stensgards have an option for a small system and replacement would be required elsewhere in Rushford Village, so they suggested this situation should not set a precedent.  For detachment, seven years of property taxes was suggested as compensation.  So far no formal request has been received.  Next spring is the earliest that water or sewer would be available.
2) Monthly Volume Readings were requested to judge the progress addressing I&I issues.

3) Purchase of Water to address Radium: Options include 100% replacement or a portion of the total use.  Discussion included whether there would be some infrastructure cost as well.
Basin Water: No additional information was provided yet as discussed on October 6, 2009.  Both Engineers, Kevin Graves and Mike Davy, seemed to agree that the issues included addressing Iron and Manganese and whether the company would be around as needed for duration of the project. 
Greenslade: Last communication was September 23, 2009.
Zoning - Old Business - Howard Otis: Outdoor Woodburners were discussed regarding the  liquid being used, whether water, Propylene glycol (food grade), or Ethylene glycol (automotive).  An MPCA permit may be required.  It was suggested that we should have the type of material on record and a copy of permits, if required.
Zoning - New Business: The Zoning Board is reviewing selected sections of the Zoning Ordinance.  A permit was granted to Lynn Mattson for a storage shed.  A driveway was discussed preliminarily for access by Featherstone Farms to the Brand property.
Zoning - New Business – Home Occupations: Schwanke provided materials from the workshop attended September 17, 2009 and commented that people working from home is increasing statewide, due in large part to the economy.  Discussion included that this is an opportunity to start a business at low cost, whether to apply conditions/limitations, that some require State licensing, (e.g., daycare), issues of parking, traffic, and how it affects the neighborhood.  Having something in place was recommended, but not to stifle the entrepreneurial spirit.  Knowing what we have could enable support of existing businesses and help for expansion as businesses become more successful.
Tower Ridge Road: Bob Thieret suggested a culvert to handle run-off and prevent further erosion to preserve the road.  Following consensus on the idea and trusting Thieret’s judgment, a motion approving a culvert as suggested was made by Overland, seconded by Atkinson carried unanimously.  
Issues for Attorney Manion:  1) Unsigned original Deeds found in file: Easements were to be obtained from Darrs and Britts for waterline to the well reservoir. Manion will check if anything was recorded; 2) Briggs & Morgan Conflict Waiver: Manion said this is more of a formality and we don’t have to sign it, but it is unusual not to sign.  He commented that we are most likely only to use Briggs & Morgan as Bond Counsel; 3) Rislove business flood loan addendum and early repayment form: Manion okayed the drafts.  The Council was in favor of using documents that will help but also suggested contacting Ron Ziegler who had directed the Flood recovery loans process.
Financial: League of MN Cities Insurance for 2010 will be discussed with Agent Butch Johnson.  Southeast Consultants 2010 Contract and Employee Performance Appraisal was referred to the committee of Schwanke and Overland. State Auditor recommended examination of accounts with change in Bonded Officers will be discussed with the City of Rushford Village Auditor.
Clerk/Communications: B&S Rentals asked how long to maintain the Porta-jon here, answer was until the end of October.  Receipts for fall clean-up on October 17th were $757.00. Costs include roll-offs, Council and Thieret’s time, publication of notice, etc.  Deb Teske announced receipt of a Rural Communities Alert Grant for sirens for a rural warning system to include CRV.  Recovery Zone Economic Development Bonds are available through the Fillmore County EDA. Attorney Manion said there is a 25% match and Federal Prevailing Wages must be paid so the numbers need to be run to see if it is beneficial. Iverson e-mailed Cris Gastner for more information.  
Meeting dates/reminders: NIMS 400 training here Wednesdays, October 28th and November 4th, 8:00-4:30 p.m.; Oct 29th SEMLM in Stewartville: Johnson and Schwanke to attend for the evening; November 10th Rural Water-USDA Financing Training in Hutchinson: Iverson to attend.  The League of MN Cities was consulted and due to the Rushford-Peterson School Levy vote on Election Day, our November 3rd meeting will begin at 8:00 p.m.  The December 1, 2009 regular Council meeting has been designated for public comment after which the final levy will be set.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  Noted: Iverson will be gone October 22-25.  Judy Graham will cover the office hours on Friday, October 23, 2009.
Page 2

