CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF AUGUST 3, 2010 - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag                  
The August 3, 2010 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 
AGENDA was approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the July 20, 2010 Regular Council meeting on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously, with a note that on further examination of minutes, the Animal Control Ordinance and Contract were approved on April 6, 2010. 
CITIZENS/GUESTS: Michael Davy and Allan Scheer, Davy Engineering; Carol and Merlin Lukkason, Delbert Kahoun, and Yvonne McElmury.
NEW WELL – Option for Radium Compliance: Davy Engineers Michael Davy and Allan Scheer met at 6:00 p.m. this evening with Robert Thieret, Mayor Johnson, Councilmember Schwanke, and Clerk Iverson at the South Rushford well reservoir site. Davy said we have radium because of the deep rock well.  The simplest solution is treatment for the radium, second option is to purchase water from the City, and third option is a new well that can be used solely or for blending.  Working with the CRV over the last few months, they have been looking for a shallower well in the Galesville-Ironton aquifer which would be low in iron, manganese and radium.  Of four wells identified and tested, two were low in radium and one was high in iron.  The Atkinson well tested best and is the farthest away but they reasoned that they may be able to duplicate that well closer to the distribution system.  The first step is a test well and, if successful, a second well at an estimated cost of $375-500,000.
Davy referred to the July 19, 2010 Evaluation of Options with the new CRV well blending alternative added. Operation and maintenance (O&M) which is at $20,000 now may increase to $22,000.  Treatment would cost more and disposal of the collected waste radium is an additional cost and concern.  The two lowest cost options are blending with the City of Rushford with limited/no control, and the new CRV well blending option for which the biggest risk is the change in water over time.  Scheer explained that the current CRV well is in the lowest, Mt. Simon, aquifer. He said we have to go up the hill to get to the Galesville-Ironton aquifer formation intact, i.e., above the 800 foot contour where erosion matches the top of the Galesville-Ironton aquifer.  The target location is the hillside or top of the hill where we can get 200 gallons per minute (gpm) with low iron, radium and manganese.  New rules limit a well to one aquifer vs. older rules which allowed a well to draw from more than one aquifer.
With a test well, they’ll test for iron first and after drilled will test for radium which takes a couple of months because of only three labs in the Midwest. Radium count in the Atkinson well was .115.  We will only be able to use well #1 if it is blended with well #2.  Depending on where well #2 is located, blending could occur at the pumphouse or the reservoir.  First steps to moving forward as soon as possible this fall are to contact the MN Department of Health for an extension of time for compliance and help in contacting the DNR about the license to cross/use of State land.  Davy and Scheer think a well near the reservoir is a viable option and that the road is not too steep but will need gravel.  
CRV’s place on the MN PFA list for funding was questioned as a low interest loan or grant will be needed. Davy said there is now additional priority for a green project but does not see this as eligible, i.e., the power cost will be the same whether we do it separately or purchase from RC.  There is no water fund debt at this time and about $100,000 in reserve.  Council comments: the timeline with Rushford City may be shorter but there is no control of rates or quantity and the retail rate proposed includes a full cost-share of all RC water infrastructure.  The engineers said if we invest in the test well we will know what is possible.  The best thing about purchasing from RC is that the treatment is working and they have good water.  Davy noted the radium in CRV well #1 has gone down over the last three years and was at .5 in the last tests.  A motion to proceed with the test well was made by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  Attorney Manion suggested a contract with a scope of work and a not-to-exceed cost.  Schwanke will continue to be the primary contact with Davy Engineering.  The City will be notified that we are proceeding with a test well.
OTHER GUESTS:  Carol Lukkason requested use of the CRV Community Center Park facilities, probably in September, for an old-fashioned outdoor family movie night as a fund raiser for the Thrivent-Habitat Twin Home Build in Rushford. The Council consensus was for approval at no charge. Delbert Kahoun was present for his son, Phillip Kahoun, who had signed up for a pasture management program for pasture improvement. The program requires providing fresh water and they have added several ponds. Phillip is asking to put a pipe under the road for a hose to provide water for about 80 cows.  Mayor Johnson asked about a water tank vs a hose and Delbert said he has done that in the past and it doesn’t work very well.  He said Jeff Davidson and Kopperuds have such a crossing. Johnson suggested they visit with Robert Thieret about location and method, perhaps pushing a pipe vs trenching which always leaves an indent in the road.  Thieret can then present a recommendation to the Council.
ROADS/OTHER ISSUES: Cooperative Way – Johnson said he talked with WHKS Engineer Kevin Graves who had not heard anything but that WHKS Engineer Corey had visited with the concrete association expert who was to provide some feedback. Johnson said he does not want the road to be closed during harvest.  Tower Ridge Road: a surface culvert or curb was discussed July 20, 2010; Johnson mentioned the FEMA  announcement of more funds to be available to cover excess flood damage costs as a possibility for the City of Rushford Village as well as the City of Rushford.  
Ekern Culvert: Gen X quoted $750 and a second quote was $1250. Thieret had clarified that the Gen X quote was for the whole project.  A motion to proceed with the culvert installations was made by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  Thieret said a used nine foot diameter oval culvert is available from Fillmore County for about $5000 and proposed using it on Tuff Road, Benson Lane or by Scaife’s on Aspen Road.  A motion to purchase the used culvert was made by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  
Park Mowing: Schwanke said it looks good with the mower lowered one inch.  Duane Koenen had the lowest quote overall, $90 to mow and trim, and would do the trimming separately as needed for both park areas for $30 each time. He would also mow if needed.  A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously to contract with Duane Koenen for the trimming and mowing as needed and as quoted above, with Thieret mowing at the one inch lower setting.  
Flushing Hydrants: A citizen who has high iron and chlorine levels that cause a bad smell over time questioned whether flushing should occur in spring and fall, rather than just once per year.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Ekern, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously that flushing of all hydrants should occur regularly in fall and also in the spring for areas with problems.  Notice is to be published as required and also be in the April and October quarterly newsletters.
Other Discussion: the ditch on Sherwood is hard to mow and trees across the road past the Habitat house. Re: a broken tree top forty feet high by Wade’s driveway in Cedar Valley: Elite Tree Service would remove and take it away for $100.00.  Approved by consensus of Council.  The same day Johnson had moved other trees off the road farther northeast of Cedar Valley and on County Line Road.
ZONING:  Otis reported additional discussion of Section 1500 by the Zoning Board, e.g., Section 1523 is not needed as it is all covered in the separate Subdivision Ordinance No.11 and Section 1000 on Adult Use should be its own separate ordinance.  Attorney Manion agreed with the above advised that uses in each section should be stated as “Permitted, Accessory, and Conditional,” rather than “permitted conditional.” Other sections such as feedlots were suggested to reference the regulatory agency vs having specific guidelines, except if stricter guidelines were desired, e.g., Fillmore County, MPCA, DNR, etc.  Otis discussed a request for a two-car garage by the owner of the corner Lot 6 in Woodland Heights.  Consensus of Zoning Board and Council: to require a site plan with the future house location, drainage, driveway, septic system sites, etc.  Noted: Bakkum has mowed with no evidence of washing.
MAPS: Ekern showed 8.5 x 14 soils and contour maps received from the County Soil and Water Conservation District office. He said we can obtain larger maps at a cost.  Clerk Iverson said the County GIS Office will help develop our zoning maps.  
GREENSLADE: update regarding Attorney fees being challenged advised no need for a hearing.
RUSHFORD CITY – JOINT PLANNING: Schwanke reported on the CRV Planning Committee that met Thursday, July 29, 2010 and drafted a Vision and Mission to be refined at the next meeting on August 12th. Schwanke spoke to a Peterson Council member inviting them to be involved if desired.

STREETLIGHTS - Woodland Heights: Survey responses received to date included the residents closest to Highway 43 and none think the lights are necessary.  A thank you will be sent for the responses.
FINANCIAL: Balance July 31, 2010: $87,922.98, Receipts:  $31,046.69, Disbursements: $57,749.21. Preliminary August claims: $18,589.33.  A motion to accept the Financial report as presented was made by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  A letter from Attorney Manion stated that his fees will increase on January 1, 2011 from $100 to $125 per hour. Discussion followed to have Attorney Manion present at one meeting per month and use phone conferencing as an alternative. Re: Selectus Energy rate of $1.54/gallon for a total of $770 for 500 gallons, Iverson said that Severson Oil will send out a rate quote letter in August.  There were no August Investment renewals. 
OTHER UPDATES / Communications: Iverson said all but one of the eight judges, plus Judy Graham as head judge, have or will attend training so there is no need for additional judges from the Council. 

State primary Election: August 10, 2010; General Election: November 2, 2010.  CRV Filing is August 3-17, 2010 for two 4-year Council terms and the 2-year Mayor’s term.   Flood Loan letters were delivered with Early Repayment forms and  job reporting forms.  Featherstone Farms has corrected their job numbers to full-time equivalents as intended vs. the total number of people.  NEXT REGULAR Meetings: Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m., August 17th and September 7th, 2010.  Next Zoning meetings: Tuesdays, 7:00 a.m., August 17th and September 7th, 2010 at Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson.  Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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