City of Rushford Village Council Meeting October 6, 2009 

Pledge to Flag

The October 6, 2009 regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson.  Council members present: Dale Schwanke, Dennis Overland, and Roger Ekern.  Elizabeth Atkinson was on vacation.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants, and others named below.  

Agenda was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously with no additions. 

Minutes of September 15th and 22nd, 2009 were approved as written on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.

Citizens or Others Present: Mike Frauenkron, Sam Stensgard, Michael Davy, Kevin Graves, Tonya Chandler and Robert Loken.
Claims List was presented for October 2009 payments projected, with some estimates, to be $28,336.96, not including the full amount due for rock. The Claims List was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously. Bills to be held pending other information include the MN Association of Small Cities and Water Tower Clean & Coat, the latter to provide inspection pictures of the inside of the reservoir.  One of the Jones & Kroger copier bills was thought possibly to be under warranty.
Checking Account All Funds Balance as of September 30, 2009 was $1,037.65.  Investment Committee member Schwanke cashed a General Fund bond that matured on September 29, 2009 as needed for cash flow until the next tax settlements are received in November and December.
WHKS-Tower Ridge Road: Mayor Johnson said Engineer Kevin Graves was to provide a final pay request so FEMA could be asked to close the project and reconcile the increased costs that FEMA will not address until the project closing.  Graves explained the updated costs summary that he had first provided on September 15, 2009.  The recommendation, also advised by WHKS Office Manager, Rick Engstrom, was to accept the project and to make the final payment of $18,520.31 to Fraser Construction Co.  A motion to approve the recommendation was made by Ekern, seconded by Schwanke, and carried unanimously with a statement that the Rushford Village City Council is not happy with the project, generally, including the delays and lack of timely response.  

Graves said there was no response from FEMA regarding the transitional walls and the extension is good through December 10, 2010.  He said we need to request information of the actual amount of funding received from FEMA, that FEMA could not give that information to him.
Stensgard Request: Mike Frauenkron, Fillmore County Zoning, and Sam Stensgard were present.  Frauenkron presented a mapped illustration which showed that, due to the sloped area, a small system was the only option for replacement of Stensgard’s septic system.  There is no room for a secondary site as is required by MPCA rules.  This would also eliminate any buildable land for expansion of Stensgard’s home.  The septic system must be replaced due to the drywell.  Mayor Johnson asked Frauenkron what the options were if this occurred somewhere else in Fillmore County. He said using a small system as long as possible and then holding tanks that would require regular pumping.  Frauenkron said the cost for a septic system is $6,000-8,500.  Cost projected for connecting to the City of Rushford at their location is $26,000 to be shared plus $6,000 for the individual hook-up. Of the other two nearby homes, one replaced their system in the 1990’s.  Stensgard said he feels he has no choice and is asking for his family, not for the others.  He asked for a friendly detachment-annexation.  Schwanke and Ekern will be meeting with the City on this.  Johnson said we need to look at the whole picture, that there is a process.  Schwanke suggested some compensation or something in exchange.  Johnson said the request is recognized and there will be a response.
Basin Water:  Tonya Chandler and Robert Loken were here to present a report on the pilot testing project that took place because of unacceptable levels of radium in the South Rushford well.  Kevin Graves, WHKS, had done a preliminary study. Davy Engineering had originally designed the South Rushford water system.  Loken explained the three report documents provided, the process of filtration and absorption, materials used, and the results of the testing.  Because incineration is no longer allowed, Loken said disposal of the radium is now the highest cost at $350-400 per cu.ft. and there would be some long-term liability.  The full system with cost of training was estimated at $170,000.00, not including the building.  Discussion included other types of processes, removing the iron and manganese at the same time, etc.  Mike Davy said we need to know where we are with the iron and manganese (a filed report showed iron at 1.1) and how they impact the process.  
Johnson asked for new cost projections based on what is known now in order to consider all options, including buying water from the City of Rushford for blending with the South Rushford well to lower the overall level of radium.  Rushford Village has a compliance agreement with the Minnesota Department of Health that requires final compliance by June 2011.  Johnson asked that all data be shared collectively by all three engineering firms.  
Due to the recent bankruptcy and change of ownership, the question was asked whether the company, now Envirogen Technologies, has the financial where-with-all to be there through the seven year contract being proposed.  Other key concerns are what is done with the water and what kind of maintenance will be required, with the need to give quality service at the same time.
WHKS-Cooperative Way: Johnson and Schwanke had viewed the road with Graves right after the additional concrete replacement and repairs, but the same day they saw six additional damaged panels and five more partial cracks.  WHKS is consulting with the non-profit, Concrete Pavement of Minnesota, to determine what the problems are.  The Council had talked on September 15th about closing on the project with the last issues to be resolved, but now the contractor and engineer were in favor of waiting another freeze-thaw cycle to evaluate the additional cracks and what issues remain.  With some additional discussion, consensus of the Council was to table the project until spring and Tuesday, June 1, 2010 was set to re-examine the road with the contractor and engineer before the regular meeting that night.  The Pember Company asked for payment at this time but Graves said WHKS is not recommending final payment.  At the last Council meeting, partial payment was recommended for $29,777.25.  $23,000 would still remain unpaid.  Graves said the contract says that if the City decides to hold payment, they must notify the contractor in writing. A motion was made by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously to pay $20,000 to the general contractor, Fitzgerald Excavating.  The letter will be drafted for review by Graves and the Council stating the amount, when it will be paid (when Coop Way CD matures in November) and the evaluation planned for June 1, 2010.  It will be copied to the Pember Company.
Zoning - Old Business - Outdoor Burning Ordinance was published on September 28, 2009 as approved at the September 22nd Public Hearing and is now in effect.  Otis will be issuing the first permit. The landowner proposing sand excavation was informed of the need for a conditional use permit. Norman’s Electric will leave the old shed as is and build elsewhere.
Zoning - New Business:  Otis issued a permit to Darrell Erickson for a lean-to on his barn.  Another party wants to sell part of his property to his son.  It may be in the same quarter-quarter section which will require applying for a subdivision.  Questions include whether there is enough room and the issue of access.  Otis said the Zoning Board started reviewing Subdivision 600 of the Zoning Ordinance today.  They intend to work on the four subdivisions that they use the most. 
Discussion was tabled until October 20th for the home-based business information provided by Schwanke from the seminar attended.

Thieret had no progress to report. Completing Tower Ridge Road is now waiting on the weather.  The culvert requested by Skipper Rislove was not considered an issue since it would be on his property and he could buy a culvert from Thieret if one is available.  It was noted that Jim Norstad is doing some work in Woodland Heights, in the ditch below Shawn Mrozek’s, presumably to reduce run-off toward Ken Bakkum’s land.
Clerk - Communications: Consensus favored consulting Attorney Manion regarding a Briggs and Morgan request for a signed waiver because of some previous representation of Rushford Village as they now represent Excel Energy.  REMINDERS: Fall Clean-up Day is Saturday, Oct 17th, 8:00 am-Noon; NIMS 400 Training is scheduled at Rushford Village Community Center on October 28th and November 4th, 2009 as arranged by Ambulance Director Julie Ziebell with Deb Teske, Fillmore County Emergency Management Director.  Consensus favored treating the Ciangiola home business like several others who are treated as residential users due to low volume.  The Council supported having people using the community center move the tables back if they rearrange them.   
Meeting adjourned at 10:11 p.m. on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.
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