
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF MAY 3, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag                  

The May 3, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen. Absent: Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Zoning Board Member Darrell Erickson, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  

AGENDA was approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the April 19, 2011 Regular Meeting as presented on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Ken Johnson, reported on additional samples taken. The last sample results were higher (for BOD’s and TSS) but still half the amount for the samples taken at the WWT plant and tested by Davy Labs.  Samples were taken a day apart, April 12th and 13th, and April 26th and 27th.  The Council agreed that Johnson should continue with weekly samples, and next week would take two samples at the same time and location and send one to each lab to see if the results still differ.  

Regarding pipe cleaning, Mayor Schwanke had received a quote from Infratech for a poly-pigging  method.  Johnson suggested not spending that kind of money at this time, but rather getting a pumper truck to clean out the lift station pit because the grit that collects there can tear out a pump.  He said the pumper must know how deep the pit is because all pumpers do not have the same depth capacity.
ZONING BOARD:  The revised Zoning/Land Use Permit was reviewed and approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, with language for doubled permit fees plus a $250 late fee corrected to match the fee schedule for projects started without a permit.   The fee schedule was reviewed regarding the deposit language for any permit requiring a public hearing.  Interim Use requires a public hearing by statute, and in the case of a home-based business, the $3,000 minimum deposit was considered to be excessive. A performance bond was also discussed as being more appropriate for an Interim Use that may require restoration of public infrastructure such as a road. On motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, the fee schedule language was clarified to say “a minimum deposit may be required for City of Rushford Village costs… as required for a project”, the $3,000 minimum was removed, and language was added that “A performance bond may be required to protect the public interest and/or to protect or restore public infrastructure.  Regarding the anticipated Interim Use Permit for Mathy Construction to set up a hot mix asphalt plant in the Fossum gravel pit for the Highway 16 improvement project, a motion was made by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to schedule a public hearing on Tuesday, May 24, 2011, subject to getting the application this week.
Trailside Campground – proposed caretaker residence: The Council discussed whether it was necessary and/or appropriate to be year-round or just for the nine months open season of the campground.  Discussion included security and compatibility with the district: it is now Commercial/Industrial (December 2010) but the campground was approved as a conditional use in an ag district (May 2010), and MN Statutes, 327.20 Rules, that states, “A responsible attendant or caretaker shall be in charge of every… recreational camping area at all times…” Based on the statute, a motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to allow a caretaker residence in a campground, based on a definition that will cite the MN Statute.
Sexauer property:  Mayor Schwanke met with the owner, Realtor, and City Administrator about selling smaller parcels.  Any of the three parcels of record in Rushford Village could be sold but dividing further would require a subdivision, for which there is currently a moratorium.  Access seems okay for one dwelling, but the owner wanted assurance that someone could subdivide later.  Shared cost of the access and a what if annexation were part of the discussion.
Wastewater Treatment Agreement: Mayor Schwanke and Councilor Johnson met with Rushford City representatives on Wednesday, April 20th.  Schwanke referenced changes in Sections 4.01, and 5.0-5.9, explaining that the big difference is how we look at costs and that records show underpayment by Rushford Village over the last few years based on using more than our share of Equivalent Residential Units (ERU’s) due to BOD and TSS limits.   Cost components are: capital costs of 9.39% and O, M&R monthly costs to be based on flow, BOD’s, and TSS documentation.  At the end of the year, audited numbers will be used with a formula to determine actual costs for the year which will be reconciled based on payments made during the year.  Schwanke emphasized the importance of getting the BOD and TSS numbers down or we may be forced to buy more ERU’s.  2008 was stated as the baseline for this agreement.  CRV Council consensus was to hold off on accepting the agreement to do more testing, that the Council agrees in concept but wants more time to verify the new test results.  Attorney Manion suggested including the right to negotiate based on the new findings.

Request to rent cutting edges by Maintenance operator Larry Soland:  Following discussion of mutual support, a motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to allow Money Creek Township to use the cutting edges at no cost, but to replace them if damaged.
ROAD / PUBLIC WORKS:  Efforts are continuing to research replacement of the 1994 Ford Truck as well as other issues discussed on April 5th, 2011.  A letter was received April 6th denying the Picture it Painted Grant.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES: Attorney Manion will follow up on additional changes requested for Exhibit B to the MIF Flood Loan Terms memorandum.  Community Center reservation application changes will be drafted with Attorney Manion.
FINANCIAL– April 30, 2011 Balance: $ 15,022.89; Receipts: $_9,705.25; Disbursed: $ 24,608.30; Projected Preliminary May Claims: $ 23,000-52,000.  Clerk Iverson said we may need to hold or make some partial payments until the first County tax settlement in June.  The Marine Credit Union Sewer non-PFA CD that matured on April 16, 2011 for $60,291.97
was broken into smaller CD’s and reinvested.
  Davy Engineering authorized payment of $10,578 to Thein Well for the test well, Well #2. A partial payment will be made with a request for an explanation of the increase from the quote approved, not to exceed $8,493.00. The financials were approved on 
motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.
On motion by Petersen, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, at 10:33 p.m., the meeting was continued to 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 10, 2011 for the Annual Road Tour and agenda items not covered.  Next CRV Regular meetings are 7:00 p.m., May 17th and June 7th, 2011.  
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