
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF MAY 17, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag                  

The May 17, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  

AGENDA was approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the May 3, 2011 Regular Meeting and May 10, 2011 Annual Road Tour and Special Meeting as presented on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Ken Johnson, reported on additional waste water samples taken. He said the test results were getting very consistent.  Results were not received by mail yet but appeared to be very similar for the sample that was sent to both Janesville and Davy labs last week.  Next steps discussed: to coordinate the next sampling to be taken at the same time at the lift station (upstream) and end of pipe (downstream). Mayor Schwanke said Tech Sales will be here soon to calibrate the CRV sampler at the wastewater treatment plant.  Tech Sales will also check the sampler damaged by  the flood which is in the shop.  Ideas to identify the cause of the high readings from the CRV sampler at the plant are to modify the method of catching the samples, to check on routine cleaning of the sampling area, and to pressure wash the pipe ahead of the sampler.  Discussed for the future: to have a regular cleaning schedule for all points that can affect the sampling.  It was noted that Rushford Maintenance Department Head Jeff Copley is doing all he can to assist.  The Council agreed with Johnson that there would be no benefit to more testing at this time.  A collection system at one business will be disabled and corrected.
ZONING BOARD:  The Zoning Board had reviewed a draft Wind Turbine and Solar Power Ordinance that included what Fillmore County has.  The solar language does not regulate what is built or installed, but rather prohibits neighbors from blocking sunlight to a solar collector on an adjacent property, thereby protecting a property using solar power, rather than looking out for the general health, safety, and welfare of the public.  After further discussion, and Attorney Manion’s confirmation that a moratorium is allowed for the purpose of establishing regulations, a motion was made by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to pass Resolution No. 2011-05-17 as attached, to conduct a study so as to determine the need… for changes or amendments… or… a new ordinance with respect to wind or solar power… and to adopt an Interim Zoning Ordinance (moratorium)… for a period of up to six (6) months.  Attorney Manion said the State statute regarding variances gives preference to solar / earth sheltered structures.  State mandates, a federal tax credit and grants were said to pay half or more of the cost.  Howard Otis will inquire about County Zoning administration for wind turbines. 
Public Hearings are projected for June 28th for Zoning-Subdivision/Solar/Wind and Interim Use for Mathy Construction’s temporary hot mix asphalt plant in August for State Highway 16 improvement at the Fossum pit near Peterson.  Campground vs. subdivision distinction made regarding CRV Engineer review and approval.  Except for the driveway approach, a campground will remain private and is under State and County controls.  A subdivision is locally controlled regarding public roads, etc. and must have CRV Engineers review and approval.  We will need a copy of the certified stormwater plan, signed by a Minnesota certified engineer and an explanation of how they addressed the concerns raised by Davy Engineering.  The Zoning Application Insurance form as clarified by Attorney Manion, was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES: Thein Well invoice was adjusted by Davy Engineering to $9,453.00. Davy will be contacted again as it is still over the quote approved at a not to exceed $8,493.00.  Amended Sewer Contract: Schwanke and Johnson attended the May 9th, 2011 Rushford City Council meeting. Ninety (90) days from April 15th, 2011 was allowed for CRV to complete its study to find answers for the high readings.  CRV will also need to adopt Rushford’s Phosphorus Management Plan.   MIF Flood Loan Terms memorandum: Final language is still pending for Exhibit B letter. 
CRV Community Center Application: The current revision was reviewed per Attorney Manion’s suggestions.  There was Council consensus that a police officer is not required unless alcohol is sold but proof of home liability insurance should be provided if alcohol is served, and a deposit should be required of everyone.  Not everyone was in favor of allowing alcohol to be served.  On motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, the Council voted to clean up and finalize the language for approval subject to the final language.
Individual property Annexation:  Considering that the City of Rushford has not extended services and a Rushford City Council motion to annex failed, Clerk Iverson was directed to draft a letter to the City withdrawing the offer to allow the annexation that was to be subject to the installation of sewer and water services to the property.
ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: May 20-21st Spring Clean-up fees were reviewed and will stay the same and Peterson residents will be invited to participate; Iverson contacted Fillmore County and left a message regarding Bridge Posting Recommended; Rip-rap was added to gabion basket wall along Gilbertson Road per May 10th Road Tour; 1994 Ford Truck replacement research is continuing.
FINANCIAL – Projected Final May Claims: $26,618.97; held RFD contract, Thein Well, and LMCIT Insurance premium; INVESTMENTS: Call was received from MCU regarding CRV letter; no CD’s matured in May 2011.  Financial Report was approved as presented on 
motion by Ekern, seconded by Johnson and carried.  Final Audit approval is pending; Garbage Collection Route List is in process; FEMA final report pending final documentation for six projects, including Tower Ridge Road.

OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings/ Communications were reviewed as listed, including: next Tri-City Planning Subcommittee (Council, Planning-Zoning Members) at CRV Hall, June 22nd, 6:30 p.m., and June 27-29th NIMS Training, at CRV Hall by Rushford Fire Department. Clerk Iverson is on vacation May 27-31st and June 23-24th with Treasurer Graham filling most office hours.
MOTION to ADJOURN was made by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously, at 10:02 p.m.   Next Regular Meetings are: 7pm-Tuesdays; June 7th and 21st, 2011.
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