
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF JULY 5, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The July 5, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  Attorney Manion was on vacation.
AGENDA was approved as written on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the June 21, 2011 Regular Meeting as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Douglas Fowler, Philip Kahoun.  A written complaint was submitted regarding burning at a site in South Rushford for 2.5 days causing a strong smoke.  Overland had driven by the site on the same day, acknowledged the strong smell and had observed a large tree trunk.  A letter to the property owner was authorized to reference the Open Burning Ordinance, No. 16.  A second complaint was made regarding a neighbor to whom Attorney Manion had written a letter one year ago.  Fowler reported on parties continuing, although moved to the back yard, and on July 2nd, 2011, pyrotechnics exploding and a softball hitting their house. Attorney Manion will be consulted. Fowler commended the Animal Control person, that the dog situation has improved 1000%.  Kahoun was present regarding a solution for getting water to his cattle on the other side of the road.  He said the Pasture Management officials did not like going through the culvert and do not want the line buried due to gophers.  Council consensus was to attach the line to the upper inside of the culvert.  Kahoun also said there is a fence that Thieret was to take out.
ZONING: Howard Otis said the Zoning Board is just about through the Subdivision Ordinance amendments.  Following the County taxing threshold, Otis recommended defining a temporary building as not more than 160 square feet which applies to the Highum building and Featherstone greenhouses. New permits were issued to Gordon Johnson for deck expansion and to Jack Hedin for land alteration to dig out the existing pond, deeper for irrigation. The June 30th Zoning Board meeting was continued to July 1st for a site visit with Jack Hedin on the former Peterson farm.  Mayor Schwanke said a lot of work was done without permits.  Schwanke asked Otis to list everything that should have had a permit. Hedin promised to put everything on hold. Schwanke said the concept may be promising if properly applied for but no approvals have been made and cannot be made without applicable regulations in place.  A moratorium currently is in force. Consensus: If CRV wants something like this, regulations must be developed followed by a public hearing; Council concerns: health, safety, and general welfare of employees and CRV citizens; a suggestion was made that uses otherwise not permitted should be removed.  Schwanke will write a letter to Hedin documenting the July 1st site visits.  A walk-around the Featherstone business site was also done regarding appearances, a machine shed expansion, and other changes planned there.  Wind Turbine/Solar Ordinance(s): Johnson questioned a limit of 40 kw vs. larger turbines.

ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: Thieret was to talk with the Goodrich Street neighbors this week. The first pumping solution was paid by all CRV taxpayers; the next solution was suggested to be at shared cost, e.g., CRV labor and equipment while landowners pay for materials. Council consensus: there should be a consensus of all neighbors (landowners). Thieret will be asked to count all yield and stop signs to be replaced when needed due to lack of reflectivity and to inquire whether CRV or the State and County are responsible for signs at the highway intersections.  Bruening Rock delivery has not started yet; as of June 15th they had reported rain delays.  
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES: A meeting took place today with Davy Engineer Jim Kochie and Thieret regarding the well house to accommodate well #2.  Kochie needs to know the type of easements and private properties that abut.  At some point a meeting will take place with the landowners.
Waste Water Treatment (WWT): Sampling following the cleaning is planned to occur only when there is a good flow.  A meeting is planned with Davy Laboratories’ Paul Harris as soon as possible.  Once there are consistent sampling results at all three sites (lift station, manhole outside, and inside WWT plant) Schwanke said the full Council needs to review and approve before we would be agreeable to signing the amended WWT contract agreement.  
MIF Flood Loan Terms memorandum to be signed after accepted by DEED, Bart Bevins.  Dog complaints: Iverson will draft policy for quicker response; Judy Graham was sending notices.  Emergency Preparedness: Graham said there is only the Fillmore County Plan.  Purchases through the MN Safety Council for CRV vehicles and personnel use were approved for six first aid kits, including bio-hazard kits, and twelve Shake-N-Shine flashlights, on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  Feedback regarding the Individual property annexation letter was received by Schwanke and Overland; Schwanke reaffirmed as stated in the letter, that the CRV Council will consider it if the issue comes up again.
Sewer and Water Improvement Costs: Following discussion of fairness to existing properties and new development for the previous and new costs, Iverson was asked to invite David Drown Associates Financial Advisor Mike Bubany to the August 2nd, 2011 Council meeting.
SWCD: Ekern reported on the advisory board meeting attended where it was stated that the Root River is the worst polluter of the Mississippi River.  He said there are opportunities to get involved with the Root River Cleanup Initiative. Schwanke reported on the June 30th meeting with an SWCD staffer and intern doing a survey regarding farming practices, CRV zoning requirements, etc.  Follow-up may include informational meetings, training, etc.  The SWCD has no regulatory power.
FINANCIAL: June 30, 2011 Balance: $139,322.61; Receipts: $190,734.22; Disbursed: $58,550.06; projected Preliminary July  Claims: $22,391.49; INVESTMENTS-CD: MCU PFA 7/13/11:  $1964.41. The Financials as presented and renewal of investment were approved on  motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  FEMA final report is pending and close to completion; Graham has met with Theiret on documentation needed.
OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings/ Communications were reviewed, including: US 2010 Census report through the State Demographer: CRV Population: 807 with 325 housing units and 2.65 persons/household; July 16th Rushford Days Parade: Mayor Schwanke was invited to ride with Rushford Mayor Hallum and Peterson Mayor Wood; August 15th Local Brd of Appeal Training in Winona; next Tri-City Planning Subcommittee (Council, Planning-Zoning Members) at CRV Hall, August 24th, 6:30 p.m., and NIMS Training at CRV Hall to be rescheduled by Rushford Fire Department.
MOTION to ADJOURN was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, at 9:52 p.m.   Next Regular Meetings are: 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays, July 19th and August 2nd, 2011.
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