
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF JULY 19, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The July 19, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson; Absent: Dennis Overland.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, City Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  

AGENDA was approved as written on motion by Ekern, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the July 5, 2011 Regular Meeting as presented and changed on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Ken Johnson, Steve Murley, Evan Meier, Jack Hedin.  Wastewater Treatment (WWT) sampling was discussed with Ken Johnson. Mayor Schwanke said a meeting will take place at the Rushford WWT plant this Thursday, July 21st, at 9:00 a.m. with Paul Harris, Davy Laboratories, Rushford City and Rushford Village representatives. A new probe that will stay in place has been installed for the sampling. The second sampler has been repaired and will be installed at the lift station.  The goal is comparative tests at the three sites: lift station, the manhole by WWT plant with Ken’s sampler, and sampler inside the plant.  Rushford Village will be responsible for regular cleaning. 
Goodrich Street standing water solution: Robert Thieret had met with the property owners and picked up the culvert materials when on sale.  After discussion of the cost share for materials, some of the owners withdrew their interest, thinking that CRV should bear the full cost. Murley is still interested as his property is at the east end and he gets the runoff from the other properties.  Consensus was that the Council had previously done what it could at the expense of all taxpayers to alleviate health concerns and that it was fair now to expect the owners to share in the cost of materials while CRV provides the labor.  A letter was authorized to the effected property owners, on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, to offer the material cost at an equal share per property owner to be added to their sewer and water utility billing in the amount of $22.00 per month over the next two years.
ZONING: Howard Otis reported new permits issued to Ruth Cranley for a hay shed, to Ken Rislove for a new home, and an addition permit is pending to Allan Heiden.  Public hearings on July 26th will include:  Interim Use (Fossum pit hot mix asphalt) for which Attorney Manion suggested a $30,000 bond; amended Ordinance 11 for Subdivisions, Ordinance 5 Definitions and General Regulations, and proposed Solar and Wind Turbine Ordinances /regulations.
Jack Hedin and Evan Meier were present regarding Featherstone Farms long term plans as well as plans for the former Peterson farm site.  Mayor Schwanke referred to the site visits on July 1st, 2011 with Zoning Board members and Council member Johnson.  Schwanke said, like the campground, it’s a new concept but it must happen in an orderly fashion and that is why we asked for what you want to do in the future, to look at how to prepare.  Hedin said he takes full responsibility for mistakes made so far.  Plans for the 4 acre commercial property include: 1) a small expansion to the warehouse for cool storage, 2) doubling the size of the machine shed and adding solar-voltaic panels – to appear like one building but as independent structures with permanent vs. adjustable panels, 3) at some point a cold storage/freezer east of the machine shed, and 4) a 4th and final greenhouse in the northeast quadrant of the property.  The green houses are movable and are planned to be rotated so as not to sterilize the land underneath.
Commercial site discussion included: the percentage amount of impervious surface including roof area, parking requirements for employees, customers, delivery trucks, visual effect of buildings/structures on neighbors, and a stormwater management plan which Hedin said he’d like to be an area plan.  Meier said roof run-off is now being directed to the pond onsite. Four surface types of existing and proposed uses are to be looked at as follows: 1) covered/building areas, 2) graveled areas, 3) grassy areas, and 4) pond areas.  Schwanke and Johnson stressed employment projections to determine parking needs, the importance of the commercial park properties complimenting each other and the continuing value of appearance, and that zoning and/or land use permits are required before any construction begins.
Peterson farm site discussion included: 1) current zoning allows nothing of what is planned; 2) if one proceeds without a permit, the fee is double plus a $250 fine; 3) what do you call it, how can zoning regulations apply, and what conditions should apply?; 4) will it be a good addition to the community?  Schwanke said once the above are addressed, a public hearing will be needed. He said it will take time, like the campground.  Johnson suggested that the long range plan needs to be part of how it is identified today, e.g., a commercial kitchen and visitor lodging involving state authorities.  Basic necessities, emergency considerations, five and ten year plans were suggested.  
Hedin said he is looking at now and in the future at the commercial site and farm-residential site as parallel uses.  He also requested an extension beyond the thirty days given in the Mayor’s letter, to remove employees from non-conforming structures (cabin and trailer), at least to August 23rd, 2011.  Mayor Schwanke said on July 1st, trying to be accommodating, those present agreed wrongly to allow the status quo to continue without consulting the Council.  On July 5th the Council authorized the letter and directive for the uses to cease. The Council consensus was to remain firm, not trying to cause a hardship, but rather considering the health and welfare of all citizens, including the employees, and that the thirty days expires August 8, 2011.  Hedin respectfully requested that we move forward with zoning changes and a public hearing as soon as possible. 
FINANCIAL: Projected Final July  Claims: $31,151.04;  INVESTMENTS-CD’s: Marine Credit Union PFA for $1964.41 matured July 13, 2011 – the PFA approved the move to Rushford State Bank for better interest; RSB Equip CD for $16,376.16 and Sewer for $14,270.99 matured July 22, 2011. The Financial Report as presented, with transfer and renewal of investments, were approved on  motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings/ Communications were reviewed, including: August 15th Local Board of Appeal Training in Winona to be attended by Mayor Schwanke and Councilor Ekern, and next Tri-City Planning Subcommittee (Council, Planning-Zoning Members) at CRV Hall on August 24th, 6:30 p.m. Friday, July 29th, the CRV Office will be posted as closed due to Clerk Iverson taking time off and Treasurer Graham also being out of town.
MOTION to ADJOURN was made by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, at 10:23 p.m.   Next Regular Meetings are: 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays, August 2nd and 16th, 2011.
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