 
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES OF APRIL 17, 2012 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The April 17, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson. Also present: continuing Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Zoning Board member Bruce Hovland, Attorney Thomas Manion, Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT:  County Assessor Cynthia Blagsvedt and Assistant Heidi Knepper; Todd Rosvold, Greg Boldt, and Greg Smith for Farmers Cooperative Elevator Company. 
BOARD OF APPEAL and EQUALIZATION for 2012 ASSESSMENT YEAR was conducted by the Council with County Assessor Blagsvedt and Knepper.  Blagsvedt explained and highlighted information provided in a handout, including: the change to Rural Preserve for non-productive land now enrolled in the Green Acres program, and that the Hedin farm Interim Use Ag Worker housing will be valued for what it is.  At 7:30 p.m., there being no appellants, the Board of Appeals and Equalization was closed on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.
AGENDA was approved as presented, with the addition of Cooperative Way parking, on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES for the April 3, 2012 Regular were approved as corrected on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  MINUTES for the April 11, 2012 Special Meeting with Public Hearings were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  
ZONING: Farmers Elevator representatives were present regarding a permit for a 514,000 bushel bin, dryer with pits and mechanical control room on land west of State Highways 16 and 43 south of the Root River.  The land had been surveyed with points to the north and they said the bin may be closer than 10 feet from the property line (with Brown’s Tire business) which would require a variance subject to a public hearing and notification of landowners within 350 feet.  When called by Boldt, their building contractor said they could downsize to meet the 10 foot setback so the permit can be issued without need for a variance.  
They are requesting bids for sanitary facilities and a possible well / sandpoint (subject to State and County requirements).  Plans also include removal of the old carwash building that was leased by Money Creek Auto, and the acquisition of land to fill for parking and to create a second access to the south for flow-through traffic.  Communications are in process with the DNR and MNDOT for approval of the fill and access.  DNR’s Corey Hanson will assist in interpreting the CRV flood plain ordinance.
Ordinance #11 Subdivision: The Moratorium scheduled to expire on April 30, 2012 was extended sixty (60) days to June 30, 2012 on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously; notice to be published for the extension.  Don Rislov, Jr., had called Mayor Schwanke about the Featherstone Interim Use Permit for Ag Worker Housing on the former Peterson, now Hedin farm building site.
Other Zoning: A decision on the Powell Horse shelter permit is pending.  Trailside Campground Hwy 16 address: Nabers have been contacted and will get back to CRV. Craig Jonsgaard inquired about a permit for improvements to a non-conforming property but does not own the property and no application has been submitted, therefore a letter was considered premature.  The Bauer permit for the former Lillie Erickson house is to enlarge the house and add a garage.  A barking dog complaint in Cedar Hill Park, and parking on Main Street in South Rushford were also discussed.
FINANCIAL – March 31, 2012 Balance per Bank: $130,720.37; Receipts-March: $11,509.40; Disbursed-March: $30,455.32; Projected Final April Claims: $51,304.21; INVESTMENT Renewal at Rushford State Bank of $10,894+ for Sewer Repair and Replacement.  These financials were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  
2012 rates for Bob and Nancy Thieret’s Blue Cross/Blue Shield (non-group) health insurance coverage with better benefits to include preventive care at a lower premium ($1293 to $902) and a deductible increase ($1500 to $2500) with Thierets to pay the first $1000 and CRV to pay the next $1500, was approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried.  Overland abstained.  Mayor Schwanke is trying to get online with the League of MN Cities to compare Thieret’s wages with other communities’ rates.  
FEMA:  Mayor Schwanke sent a letter to Congressman Walz about the lack of response or payment from FEMA for 2007 flood recovery costs, final report and reimbursement request sent September 2011.

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES: Spring Road Tour, May 1st, 5:30 p.m. with a Semcac bus, will include discussion of Plan/Costs: S.R water run-off west and north to Highways 16 and 43. S.R Park Shelter Improvements, May 5th, 8:00 a.m. will be followed by a noon picnic – Schwanke and Overland will distribute a flyer to get volunteers to help. WHKS bill for Tower Ridge Road will follow FEMA cost reimbursement to CRV.  Adam Eide called about the name change from Konetchy Road to Energy Lane that is preventing him from getting deliveries at the Konetchy home he is renting. 

Oakwood Cemetery: There is no separate access and Prinzens, the adjacent property owners, are concerned as they have been contacted for a burial that is planned this spring. Rachel Ukkestad is checking with Fillmore County on the status of access to the cemetery.
SEWER / WATER ISSUES: Well#2 Environmental-archeological survey report is pending; additional PFA Loan application information has been submitted on economic indicators as requested.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Business Retention and Expansion Interviewer Training will take place April 18th at 6:30 p.m., CRV Hall-Community Center.  Tri-City survey and interviews to follow.
OTHER UPDATES/ Mtgs / Communications: April 24th Loss Control, Rochester; April 27-28th, Mayor’s Conference, Winona; April 30th, SEMLM Qtrly mtg, Caledonia; May 3rd, 10:00 a.m. LMC Safety Group Training in Rushford with area cities; May 18th-19th Spring Clean-up;  May 23rd, 5:30 p.m. Tri-City mtg at CRV Hall-Community Center.

Next Regular Council Mtgs: May 1st (5:30 Road Tour); May 15th; Zoning Brd: May 10th, 6am, Peterson.
Motion to Adjourn at 10:01 p.m. was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. [Note: Joyce is on vacation, April 19-29, 2012]
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