 
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, JULY 3, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag     
The July 3, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson. Also present: new Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, former Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved with addition of frac sand, on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  MINUTES of June 19, 2012 Regular Meeting and Well #2 Informational meeting were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Cory Baker, Darlene Schober, May and Darrell Himlie, Fran Runkel, Bill Pich.  

Ekern reported on the frac sand meeting attended in Winona. He said the State agency officials present regulated most of the issues but that permitting is under local jurisdiction.  Covered rail cars and covered trucks will be hauling to areas where oil wells are being drilled. Ekern also went to Fillmore County regarding the County moratorium; they talked about excavation size, reclamation, bonding, not allowing chemicals for washing, and other environmental issues. Trucks are not considered the problem as all pay taxes, as do grain trucks.  Baker said companies are looking for existing sand pit permits because new ones are hard to get.  Mayor Schwanke mentioned his letter to Houston County Zoning Administrator Bob Scanlan about the CRV moratorium and Scanlan’s response that they have received no permit application for washing sand.  Schwanke commented that the most critical issue for CRV is water in relation to the new South Rushford well.
Dog issues at 32572 Nordic Court in Cedar Hill Park: five citizens present provided written complaints. Barking dogs were reported previously and when let loose, the dogs have gone after people and kids. One neighbor had intervened preventing potential injury to a child on a scooter.  CRV Ordinance #1 requires a leash.  Attorney Manion quoted from MN Statute 347.50 regarding dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs and explained the sequence of actions prescribed and to start with a letter (to be addressed to the Erickson Family Trust owner as listed, and occupant - LaVaughn Erickson’s daughter -  with the dogs). Those present also reported open burning in a fire ring with green wood that has resulted in a lot of smoke and flames as high as the house.  A second letter will reference the CRV Open Burning Ordinance.  Schwanke will hand deliver the letters.
FINANCIAL – June 30, 2012 Now Account Balance/per Bank: $245,962.37; Receipts-June: $219,604.59 included June Tax Settlement: $210,755.28; Disbursed-June: $56,088.49; Estimated July Claims: $25,000.00; INVESTMENT CD: MCU-PFA matures July 17, 2012 for $4054.64. Financials as presented were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, including reinvesting the MCU-PFA CD at Rushford State Bank (RSB) for better interest.  An I-Compass Technology Webinar for I-Pad meeting software will be viewed on Friday, July 20th at 10:00 a.m. and a 2013 Budget Committee meeting will take place the same day at 8:30 a.m. with Mayor Schwanke, Overland, Graham, and Iverson. Comp Plan quotes are still on hold pending information about grants available and getting volunteers. Sidewalk installation is scheduled with R&R Construction for $1550 with six (6) inch depth and rebar for weight of the tractor-mower.  Schwanke is waiting for information on FEMA reimbursements from MN Homeland Security office where the funds have been held up for months.  
ZONING: The resolution and summary to publish for Chicken Ordinance #1A were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  The resolution and summary to publish for the Amended Zoning Ordinance #5 and Subdivision Ordinance #11 were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.
Other Zoning was reported by Howard Otis and new Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit. Otis and Pettit will compile a list of all conditional use permits and Otis will identify non-conforming properties.  Permits in process: Ardith Brown to demolish current home and replace with a prefab modular home;  Todd Rosvold new home permit is pending receipt of Fillmore County septic system permit; Otis said the septic system permit was received for Kevin Scattum’s home; Frank and Sandy Gowin for reshingling ($11,000 so $50 will apply for first $10,000 plus $2 for additional $1,000) and storage shed;  Otis said they are still waiting for Farmers Elevator to apply for the sewer permit which requires the catch-up fee.  Pettit will complete the DNR survey after the July 12th Zoning Board meeting.

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES: A letter received from the Rushford Fire Department, explaining the need for daily testing of the new siren, will be copied to the twenty-four petition signatories.  Gravel for parking along Cooperative Way by bike trail: Mayor Schwanke spoke with Tri-County Electric’s CEO Brian Krambeer about the gravel being placed on the road right-of-way, CRV having purchased sixty-six (66) feet for the road from Robert Highum as it was formerly just a field road.  Schwanke said he has heard comments of appreciation from people who park there to use the trail.  Thieret is checking on purchasing a six foot steel culvert removed by the City of Rushford.  Schwanke will talk to Thieret about getting a rough quote for the Tuff Bridge and asking Minnowa Construction about used culverts they may have available.  The LMC Safety Group is pending decisions by remaining communities. 
WATER: A DNR Water Appropriation Permit amendment application is now required for the Well#2–Pumphouse project PFA Loan.  SEWER: Schwanke said the Rushford WWT Plant upgrade appears to be on schedule at the expected cost and suggested a Council tour when the upgrade is completed.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Featherstone will be contacted again for the September 22nd “Taste of the Trail event at the CRV Community Center.  The Tri-City Business Retention & Expansion assessment results are being tabulated and a Steering Committee meeting will follow. 
OTHER UPDATES/ Mtgs: 2012 Election Judges were accepted on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously, and are as follows: Edgar Bacon, Carol Ramsey, Lila Jameson, Judy Graham, Margaret Schueler, and Yvonne McElmury. State Representative Greg Davids was among others recently receiving LMC Legislator recognition; Mayor Schwanke plans to ride in the Rushford Days Parade on July 21st;  Local Election Filing: July 31- August 14, 2012; Board of Equalization Training, August 13th in Preston, will be attended by Schwanke and Petersen; State Primary is August 14th; General Election is November 6th; Tri-City meeting is July 25th, 6:30 p.m., at CRV; SEMLM Qtrly Mtg: 7/31, Mantorville; Root River Trail Towns Taste of the Trail is September 22nd (3rd weekend with Rushford and Houston).  Due to the General Election on the first Tuesday in November, the CRV regular meeting was changed to Wednesday, November 7th, at 7:00 p.m., on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.
Next Council Meetings are July 17th, August 7th and 21st; Zoning Board is July 12th, 6 a.m. at CRV Hall-Office. Motion to Adjourn at 9:17 p.m., was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
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