  
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, AUGUST 7, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag     
The August 7, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, Attorney Thomas Manion, Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA). The meeting AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  MINUTES of the July 17, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved as written on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  It was stated that for future use, the term “industrial silica sand mining” should be the terminology used regarding the mining of sand for fracing.
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Cory Baker, Steve Sarvi, Tom Driscoll, Chris Hallum.  
Industrial Silica Sand mining: Baker again provided updates on the Erickson property sand mining located near his property.  He said there is no activity going on now and the mining business is in the process of a sale to a larger company which was also created in March 2012.  He presented a copy of the Houston County Board stop-work-order for work exceeding the existing permit, which allows sand removal but with no washing, processing, or blasting.  Ekern mentioned the Tri-City meeting discussion to come to consensus about these matters. There was consensus that water is the main concern with washing, as water is a resource that will not be replaced.  It was said that the DNR should be required to study the potential drawdown of the aquifer and how long it would take to recover.  Attorney Manion said the Lanesboro Chamber asked the Lanesboro City Council to ask Fillmore County to study the economic impact that the truck traffic through Lanesboro’s may have on Tourism businesses.  
BR&E Preliminary Presentation: Rushford City Administrator Steve Sarvi explained the process that developed using the UMN Extension program as a model and UMN Extension training for the interviewing teams that included the Tri-Cities, Rushford Area Chamber and Rushford EDA, all of which also had representatives on the Steering Committee which directed the process.  Twenty-six businesses were interviewed, a cross-section and about 10% of the total number of Tri-City businesses.   A public presentation is planned after the Executive Summary is presented to the Chamber, Rushford EDA, Rushford and Peterson City Councils.  EDA Member Tom Driscoll presented the Executive Summary.  The focus was a 3-City marketplace that can be considered pretty healthy when compared to the area and the State.  As Steering Committee members and interviewers, Rushford Mayor Chris Hallum and Mayor Schwanke added comments from their experiences.  Preliminary recommendations were shared; businesses were very supportive that the three cities did this together with the Chamber.  Johnson said the 3-city bond needs to be maintained and that someone needs to be charged to keep it together and keep it moving.  Sarvi suggested the Chamber with the businesses can be a force.  Schwanke said the businesses strongly stated they want to see more cooperation and collaboration.
Animal Control: Following receipt of the dangerous dog letter by Attorney Manion, a counter complaint was received from the addressee, first calling Mayor Schwanke, then submitting a letter stating that other dogs were also running and not kept under control in Cedar Hill Park.  The Council directed that a letter be sent to all residents that have been part of this discussion, citing the Animal Control Ordinance requirements that apply to everyone.  Concern re: dangerous dogs prompted the Council’s first response. 
FINANCIAL: July 31, 2012 Now Acct Balance: $246,440.34; Receipts-July: $39,557.93 (with 1st half Local Government Aid: $21,034); Disbursed-July: $28,788.72; Projected August Claims: $35,099.49; Projected August 31, 2012 Now Acct Balance: $211,340.85 +Receipts; INVESTMENTS: Two MIF-RLF CD’s mature 8-9-12 for $50,187.17 each, and both were proposed for 12 month renewals as other MIF-RLF CD’s will  mature in 6 months;  an MCU-PFA CD for $10,927.87 matures 8-17-12 and was proposed to transfer to Rushford State Bank for better interest. The Financials and Investment renewals as presented were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

The Finance Committee of Schwanke, Overland, Graham, and Iverson is working on a Preliminary Budget; Overland is looking at other meeting technology; Schwanke suggested a major equipment replacement plan schedule based on lifecycles and budgeted annual savings for replacement. He referred to the Fire Department Mill Rate Fund’s success at doing this.  The Tri-Cities will discuss police services on August 22nd regarding the September retirement of Rushford Police Chief Sam Stensgard.  Schwanke said some businesses asked for police protection in the BR&E survey /assessment.   FEMA Funds: Wayne Lamoreaux, MN Homeland Security (MHS), was here a week ago (July 23rd) and examined CRV’s files with Schwanke and Iverson.  Documentation must be sent to the Chicago regional office which must authorize payments by MHS.  Schwanke will call Congressman Walz’s office again. 
ROAD / BRIDGE Financial Issues: Schwanke presented road projects discussed with Bob Thieret for completion yet in 2012 with road improvement funds remaining, and a plan for the Tuff Bridge replacement in 2013.  Safety was considered first priority, such as a large culvert needed on Aspen Road.  Next are bridges as identified in the recent Fillmore County Bridge Inspection Report. 
ZONING – Jon Pettit: Holly Holle has purchased the former John Meltz house which she will repair and re-roof, etc.  Mike Messenger has inquired about setbacks required for a shed on his rural property.  Dirt has been moved on Rosvold’s lot but building has not started. There was no ponding at Scattum’s after the rain.  Mrozek’s rebuild project is on hold; she may upgrade the cabin.  A new business, Root River Floral, is opening in Jim’s Cash & Carry building.  
WATER: Well#2–Pumphouse upgrade: The pre-construction meeting with contractors was held August 2nd and construction is scheduled to begin August 13, 2012.  A separate 50x50 parcel was approved for the pumphouse site on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Post Issuance Compliance Policies, as recommended by Briggs & Morgan Bond Counsel, were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  Resolution 2012-08-07.01: Water rate increase was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  Resolution 2012-08-07.02: Authorizing the PFA Loan documents was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  When replacing water meters, Schwanke said he and Thieret discovered tampering and suggested a fine be considered and added to the Water Use Ordinance.
SEWER: Lift Station repair was required due to being damaged during Farmers Elevator construction project; Farmers Elevator will be billed for the repair cost.  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Taste of the Trail on September 22nd with Rushford and Houston will include Featherstone Farms. 
OTHER UPDATES/ Mtgs: Joan Vitse was added as a Local Election Judge on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  Local Election Filing ends August 14th; Board of Equalization Training, August 13th, Preston; State Primary: August 14th; General Election: November 6th and CRV regular meeting changed to Wednesday, November 7th.  Tri-Cities: met 7/25; next: 8/22 & 9/26, 6:30 pm, CRV; area LMC Safety Group: 8/16 or 23rd; LMC Regional Mtg: Lanesboro, 10/3; General Election: 11/6.  Next Council Mtgs: August 21st & Sept 4th; Zoning Brd: August 16th, 6 a.m. at CRV Office.  Motion to Adjourn was made at 10:03 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
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