  
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 4, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag     
The September 4, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson (7:54 p.m.).  Also present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion, and Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA). 
AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES of the August 21, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved as written on motion by Ekern, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: County Commissioner Randy Dahl and others noted with presentations as scheduled below. 

FINANCIAL – August 31, 2012 Now Acct Balance: $236,436.45; Receipts-August: $18,332.66; Disbursed-August: $28,274.93; Projected September Claims: $34,945.15; Projected September 30, 2012 Now Acct Balance: $201,491.30+Receipts. INVESTMENTS – Two Rushford State Bank (RSB) Water CD’s matured on 9-8-12 and 9-10-12, for $23,754.58 and $15,057.98, respectively, and renewal for twelve (12) months was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

The general financials were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
The proposed 2013 budget and levy were discussed as prepared with the Finance Committee of Mayor Schwanke, Councilmember Overland, Clerk Judy Graham, and Iverson.  With reference to June 30, 2012 receipts and expenditures, changes were explained which included the transition to a new clerk, the addition of comprehensive planning at $20,000 and an increase of up to $10,000 was shown for police protection.  Following the presentation on police protection below, the 2013 Preliminary General Fund Levy, increased by $20,000 to $380,000 and the 2013 General Fund Budget were approved as proposed on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, with the understanding that the final levy can be reduced but cannot be more than the preliminary levy.  
The Clerk replacement job description is being finalized so that the position may be advertised as soon as possible in order to have someone on board in November for training through January. Schwanke and Overland are meeting with the Peterson City Council on September 11, 2012 to discuss the possibility of sharing a full-time clerk.  Re: Meeting technology and equipment upgrade, Best Buy will design a system for a charge of $100 which will be credited against the purchase cost.  A motion to engage Best Buy for the design was made by Petersen, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  Contribution requests were declined for a Lions’ calendar, considering the many other non-profit group fundraisers, and put on hold for the Magelssen Bluff tree lights. Results for FEMA payment are still pending.
ZONING – Jon Pettit, Zoning Administrator reported there were no new permits since last meeting.  Re: Industrial Silica Sand, Mayor Schwanke suggested Pettit attend a Conference in Brooklyn Center in October 2012, which includes a tour of sites in Wisconsin. A resolution will be prepared for September 18th to thank Howard Otis for continuing as Zoning Administrator during Pettit’s training period.
At 8:00 PM, Rushford City Administrator Steve Sarvi and Chief Adam Eide spoke about police protection as begun at the August 22nd Tri-City meeting. Eide, who has served Rushford for 16 years, was appointed Chief effective September 1st, following the retirement of Sam Stensgard on August 31, 2012, after serving Rushford for 28 years.  The overall total hourly cost of an officer is $41.00.  Eide had estimated around 20 emergency calls in Rushford Village and Peterson over the past year, calls that may take a few minutes to several hours.  Regarding what the County Sheriff provides, Commissioner Randy Dahl said they cover 911 calls, most at night, and these are often referred to local officers who can arrive more quickly.  He said the County has contracts with Mabel, Canton, Harmony, and Spring Valley, and that the Sheriff’s staff has been maintained at costs as other County departments have had cuts in costs.  Sarvi said the Sheriff’s office must by law maintain the jail, process felonies, and serve papers.

CRV Council comments included: (Ekern) that we are at a tipping point with commercial-industrial, the campground, and housing developments, (Schwanke) that we have a responsibility for compensation when calls do occur in Rushford Village, that we do not want the officers to decide what’s important, that we do not want lengthy reports, and do want a program that makes sense.  Johnson asked Chief Eide what he thought is needed; the response from Eide and Sarvi was that Rushford Village needs to determine the need.  A quarterly presence at CRV Council meetings was also requested; Petersen suggested monthly for the first six months.  Overland suggested starting with $5,000 based on the estimate of emergency calls.  Some CRV businesses have requested increased police protection, possible routine business door checks were discussed, but no patrolling was also suggested.

At 9:00 PM, Attorney and Preble Township Supervisor David Williams was present with a cemetery group including: Rachel Ukkestad, Carl Ukkestad, Elizabeth and Allen La Fleur, Anne Spartz, Jon Hatleli, and Jack O’Donnell.  Articles of Incorporation had recently been filed with the Fillmore County Recorder, with the intent to restore and maintain the Oakwood-Sherwood Cemetery, adjacent to State Highway 16 right-of-way and east of South Rushford and Andy Prinsen’s property.  Prinsen was also present.  Williams provided a plat and survey maps with information that Charles Sherwood had platted the area in 1870 as a private cemetery and started selling lots, about two dozen at $5.00 each.  It was abandoned in the 1870’s when Sherwood left and there were no title records for about 140 years. 
By MN Law, Williams said the responsibility for abandoned cemeteries falls to a City or County and asked if CRV would allow this group to take control for the restoration – they would then work on the access.  For Prinsens, it was noted that the State had granted access for a single driveway.  Rachel Ukkestad said they have talked with the State but MNDot said they cannot work on access without any authority.  Williams requested a Quit Claim deed from CRV, i.e., by Statute, “a grant of authority” to the cemetery group.  City Attorney Manion advised, rather, that MS 306.23 named the County Board as the authority to appropriate or delegate the maintenance of an abandoned cemetery.  Manion said that it would be better for any future changes also for the County Board to have provided the authority.  The CRV Council asked that Commissioner Dahl take this matter to the Fillmore County Board.  The Council was also concerned regarding the Quit Claim deed as CRV is not the owner of the cemetery.
ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – Mayor Schwanke said Bob Thieret is getting quotes yet on the 2012 major projects.  The Rushford City Council voted to approve up to $3000 for half the cost of seal-coating the blacktop portion of Magelssen (bluff) Road; cost was estimated at up to $5500. The company may not be able to do the seal-coat this fall but will hold the price for 2013. The seasonal maintenance agreement may also need to be revised. The Cooperative Way Warranty ends in fall 2015 so repairs need to be planned for summer 2015.  Bike trail parking area to finish: Concrete bumpers were suggested for the inside boundary.
WATER: Well#2 PFA loan has closed; the Real Property Declaration documents are being finalized for recording; Labor standards review is in process with the well driller’s weekly payroll reports; interviews pending.   Well #2 samples have been taken for the radium testing which takes 3-4 weeks to get results.  
SEWER: Norman’s Electric Service (NES) provided quotes for offsite monitoring options for the main sewer lift station by Norman's Electric and the well pump house.  A demonstration was suggested by NES. 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Mayor Schwanke will attend the open house of new business, Rushford Floral on September 15th.  Featherstone Farm’s Lease of 3.5 Acres was reviewed regarding the annual rent per acre and continuation vs. a possible community garden – owner Jack Hedin will be contacted for a meeting.  Taste of the Trail on September 22nd with Rushford and Houston will include Featherstone Farms produce samples and possibly Bruihler honey.  
OTHER UPDATES/ Mtgs: Area LMC Safety Group meets September 6th, 10 a.m.-noon at Rushford Fire Hall; Tri-City: 9/26, 6:30 pm, at CRV Hall-Community Center; LMC Regional Mtg: Lanesboro, October 3rd; General Election: November 6th with CRV regular meeting on Wednesday, November 7th; Final Budget meeting: December 4th, 7:30 pm;  

Next Council Mtgs: September 18th and October 2nd; Zoning Board: September 13th, 6:00 a.m. at CRV Office.  Motion to Adjourn was made at 10:02 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
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