  
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 18, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag     
The September 18, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion, and Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA). 
AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES of the September 4, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: None.
FINANCIAL – Projected Final September Claims: $76,024.75; Projected September 30, 2012 Now Acct Balance: $160,411.70+Receipts. The financials were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  INVESTMENTS – Two Rushford State Bank Water CD’s were renewed at 1% for twelve (12) months for $23,754.58 and $15,057.98, respectively. 
The Clerk job description and ad were reviewed and revised.  On motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, the ad was approved for publication in the Tri-County Record, Fillmore County Journal, and Winona Daily News, with applications due by noon on Friday, October 12th, and for hiring on or about November 1, 2012.  Schwanke and Overland met with the Peterson City Council on September 11, 2012 and they were agreeable to the sharing of a full-time clerk that Rushford Village would pay and bill Peterson for their share of the cost.  Mayor Schwanke will check with PERA if this is acceptable since full PERA contributions will be made. 
Meeting Technology and Equipment: Overland is checking with additional sources in addition to Best Buy.  Contributions for Magelssen Bluff tree lights: A note will be placed in the October newsletter for individuals to contribute vs. a public contribution. Community Center Cleaning: Roger Ekern is willing and was asked to make a list of what needs to be done and to estimate the time it will take.  FEMA: Following additional calls by Schwanke to Congressman Walz’s office and MN Homeland Security, final papers were signed with MN Homeland Security’s Wayne Lamoreaux in CRV’s office on Friday, September 14th. The final settlement is $100,827.92, about $30,000 less than expected and almost $70,000 less than what Rushford Village spent for flood repairs.  Schwanke said the decision could be appealed but that would take additional time, cost, and further delay any payment. FEMA limited the engineering costs allowable so WHKS’ final payment needs to be reduced.
ZONING – Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit reported no new permits since last meeting but progress on a shed by John Gappa on County 25 South. He had contacted Construction Management Services Jay Kruger about the Engrav house being sold as a duplex since it is not legally set up as a duplex with no basement egress windows.  Kruger said it is a matter of ethics between the seller and buyer, that CRV is not responsible since CRV has not adopted the building code.  Attorney Manion said CRV could have a rental code like larger cites.  A Resolution to thank Howard Otis for continuing as Zoning Administrator during Pettit’s training period, was approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  Industrial Silica Sand: Pettit will attend a conference in Brooklyn Center on October 2-3, 2012.
ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – 2012 major projects: Schwanke reported Theiret’s estimated cost for the County Line Road bridge is $1500 plus the cost to pull out the old bridge.  A culvert from the City of Rushford is planned for Aspen with additional cost to add abutments/wings. The Magelssen Road seal-coat may be held until spring 2013.  Bike trail parking area: still in process, concrete bumpers pending.
WATER: Well#2–Traut Well’s first Invoice for $34,808.00 (Contract: &68,350) was approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously. The required PFA Loan Real Property Declaration was taken to the Fillmore County Recorder; a copy of the recorded declaration must be provided to the MN PFA and the MN Office of Management and Budget (MMB).  The first reimbursement request is projected to be $81,060.96 for pre-loan construction costs.  Traut Well has provided payroll reports as required and reviewed, and they do meet the Labor Standards. 
Thieret will be asked to set dates for fall hydrant flushing. There was additional discussion about a fine for meter tampering and hand-held meter readers; Johnson will get more information on the readers.
SEWER: A demonstration of offsite monitoring options was planned at Norman’s Electric Service for 6:00 p.m. before the October 2, 2012 Council meeting. Pending: A flange for the main lift station when the company returns for other work in Eyota; billing Farmers Elevator for the grinder pump repair by Brown’s Tire when all costs are in; poly-pigging of lines.  Schwanke said there will be hearings for an 8” line planned by the City of Rushford to connect the Dammen property adjacent to CRV properties.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Mayor Schwanke and Iverson met with Jack Hedin about Featherstone Farm’s Lease of 3.5 Acres.  Hedin was okay with not including the half acre west of the CRV Community Center where it is hard to provide watering, but the proximity of the three acres to his buildings make that property valuable to Featherstone.  Community gardening on the half acre could be offered but potential problems were foreseen. Overland expressed concern that the land had never been offered to anyone else but when it was leased to Featherstone, it was because of hardship after the 2007 flooding where they had been located in Wiscoy Valley, Winona County.  With the half acre to go back to grass per the current lease, an offer to lease the three (3) acres to Featherstone at $1000 per year, annually renewable, was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried, with Overland voting no.  Hedin had also requested a letter of support for Featherstone’s USDA Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) application which letter was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  

OTHER UPDATES: Taste of the Trail on September 22nd at CRV Community Center will include Featherstone Farms produce samples but no word yet on honey as that business is being sold.  Tri-City: September 26th, 6:30 pm, at CRV Hall-Community Center; Tri-City BR&E Presentation: Thursday, September 27th, 7:00 pm, at Tri-County Electric; LMC Regional Mtg: Lanesboro, October 3rd; Fall Clean-up: Saturday, October 20th, 8am-noon (to include Peterson and Rushford residents); Area LMC Safety Group: October 26th in Spring Grove and December 14th at CRV Hall-Community Center, 10-noon; General Election: November 6th with CRV regular meeting on Wednesday, November 7th; Final Budget meeting with opportunity for public discussion: December 4th, 7:30 pm; Next Council Mtgs: October 2nd and 16th; Zoning Board: October 11th, 6:00 a.m. at CRV Office.  
Motion to Continue (for 6:00 p.m., October 2nd, at Norman’s Electric) was made at 8:54 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
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