  
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, OCTOBER 16, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag     
The October 16, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen; Gordon Johnson arrived at 7:20 p.m.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion, Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA).
AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  MINUTES of the October 2, 2012 Regular Meeting and the 6:00 p.m. pre-meeting about offsite monitoring options (with Tom Kopperud of Norman’s Electric at the Farmers Elevator new grain receiving and weighing facilities in Rushford Village) were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Kristina Mart to observe.
FINANCIAL – Projected Final October Claims: $31,570.38; Projected October 31, 2012 Now Acct Balance: $201,030.92+Receipts: The financials were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  INVESTMENTS – 12 month CD renewals at Rushford State Bank at 1% for Non-PFA Sewer: $37,673.33 and General Fund: $13,609.38, two @ $15,190.76 and one @ $9,974.61.  Overland is still researching available meeting technology options.  A FEMA close-out letter was received from MN Homeland Security with a final amount that did not agree with the October deposit or the final review amount signed by Mayor Schwanke.  Schwanke will contact WHKS regarding the FEMA funds approved for the Rislove Bridge and Tower Ridge Road projects.                                                                                 

Clerk Position: On October 15, 2012, a joint Rushford Village-Peterson committee reviewed twenty-two applications and scored them based on review criteria.  The top five were contacted and four interviews are scheduled for October 22nd and 23rd with the goal of hiring as soon as possible.  
ZONING Administrator Jon Pettit reported on the Industrial Silica Sand conference he attended in Brooklyn Park.  It was put on by UMN Duluth with industry representatives who make the machines, arrange the transportation, etc. and who tried to remain neutral.  He attended the all-day technical session and received a compact disk of the full session. He learned a lot regarding what it is, how they get it, how they take care of it, and how they get rid of it.  He did not get to go on the Wisconsin sites bus tour which was limited to 100 people and full weeks in advance.  Presenters said the political climate is better in Wisconsin where they have rail tied up and are building spurs. 
In Minnesota, a rail yard is planned near St. Charles. Two presenters were from Goodhue County where 18 things are being studied further and they have a lot of people involved who know the mining process.  Ekern asked whether there is anything unique in Rushford Village and Pettit spoke about bluffland preservation. Overland expressed concern regarding well protection and de-watering. Schwanke said the DNR did not seem concerned about the amount of water to be used, yet they want water conservation by municipal users. Pettit said mining could be limited until they hit water.  Johnson asked if that would compromise existing sand pits where water is already coming in.  Schwanke said Fillmore County is trying to separate regulations for regular vs. industrial silica sand.  
Pettit reported on new permits: for a shed to Todd Mitchell on Rush Creek Roe, and for home additions to Mike Messenger and Allen LaFleur.  Oakwood-Sherwood Cemetery: Attorney David Williams had contacted Attorney Manion for a meeting and was asked to come to a Council meeting. Attorney Manion said he cannot recommend quit claim by Rushford Village and that Fillmore County should be authorizing any activity at/for the cemetery.  Noted: Sherwood Cemetery is a smaller family plot within Oakwood Cemetery.  The Council was disappointed with Fillmore County taking no action. Surveying is being done and clean-up has started by walking up from State Highway R/W property.  

 

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – 2012 major projects are still waiting for written quotes: Aspen Road bridge installation and County Line bridge widening; Bike trail parking area still needs to be larger but will be left now for the winter. 
WATER – Well#2 1st Reimbursement request was submitted for $81,050.96; Labor Standards questions are being addressed and Employee interviews may be done by Thieret. A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously to approve a Variance Request to the MN Department of Health to Abandon the Test Well in an alternate way with consideration of proximity to Well #2 and to approve Change Order #1 for Traut Well Company to do the sealing of the test well.
Fall Hydrant Flushing was done the week of October 15-19, 2012 and hydrants were open a little longer per discussion with Davy Engineer Jim Kochie.  Sewer lines were flushed last fall.  Water Ordinance amending has been referred to the Zoning Board; one non-working meter is left to replace.
SEWER – Offsite monitoring options: Kopperud said CRV can start with any of the three options and add on later.  Thieret will be consulted on the grinder pump repairs to bill to Farmers Elevator.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – 2012 Budgets have been requested from the Trail Towns cities for a grant opportunity to help fund Taste of the Trail. MN Manufacturers Week with DEED is October 22-26, 2012; the Rushford Area Chamber will hold a reception at the Hoiland Mill on October 25th and prepare Governor certificates to include Rushford Village manufacturers. A Mayoral Proclamation and $100 cost share to the Chamber for the reception were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  [Pending: Amended Featherstone Lease for three acres at $1000/year]
OTHER: B&S Rentals porta-toilets will be removed October 31st; Semcac-RSVP requested a renewed Memorandum of Understanding as a volunteer site for CRV’s quarterly newsletter mailing;  October 3rd LMC Regional Meeting at Lanesboro was attended by Mayor Schwanke who invited our State Representative and Senator to a future CRV Council meeting; Fall Clean-up was discussed for Saturday, October 20th, 8:00 a.m. to noon; Tri-Cities meet October 24th re: BR&E with Chamber representatives; LMC Safety Group meets October 26th in Spring Grove and December 14th at CRV; General Election: November 6th; Budget mtg for Public: December 4th, 7:30 p.m.; Next Meetings: Zoning, November 15th, 6:00 a.m., CRV Office; Council: Wednesday, November 7th, due to General Election.

Motion to Adjourn was made at 8:36 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
  
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, OCTOBER 30, 2012 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
The October 30, 2012 Special Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, and Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Peterson Mayor Jennifer Wood and Council Member Gail Boyum, Clerk-Treasurer (both cities) Judy Graham, and Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA).

As noticed to all Council Members and posted, the PURPOSE of the Special Meeting was consideration of the wages to be offered and the hiring of a new Clerk to serve the City of Rushford Village as an employee and the City of Peterson on contract with Rushford Village.  Mayor Schwanke explained the application review process and scoring that led to three interviews. 
When calling to set up interviews, Schwanke had told all prospective interviewees the anticipated salary range and several declined the interview. Schwanke had called the applicant who was recommended by the combined review committee of the two cities to confirm the individual’s willingness to consider an offer.  He named the prospective employee and then presented a proposal for wages and benefits that was developed with Council Member Overland. 
In addition to proposed wages, discussion included health insurance, short-term disability, vacation and holidays, all benefits that are now provided to CRV Maintenance-Public Works Director Robert Thieret, while recognizing that Thieret has been employed by CRV almost 31 years. Iverson will research MN Pay Equity regulations that will also apply.  A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, authorizing Mayor Schwanke to make the offer discussed and to negotiate as needed with the recommended applicant.  

Motion to Adjourn was made at 8:26 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
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