  
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, NOVEMBER 7, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
(as corrected)
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag     
The November 7, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson; Dennis Overland  arrived at 7:09 p.m.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion, Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA).  AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES of the October 16, 2012 Regular Meeting and the October 30, 2012 Special Meeting regarding hiring a new clerk were approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  November 6, 2012 Election results are pending.
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Attorney David Williams, with directors of the Oakwood (Sherwood) Cemetery Association: Rachel Ukkestad, Elizabeth LaFleur, Dorothy Pettit, and Ann Spartz, were present to report back since attending the September 4, 2012 CRV Council meeting. As advised by Attorney Manion, they had contacted Fillmore County and met with County Coordinator Karen Brown, Attorney Brett Corson, and two commissioners.  The County concluded that they did not want to be involved with this or any other cemetery, and that the CRV has primary authority.  Copies were provided of Attorney Corson’s letter of the County’s conclusions.  Discussion followed regarding what happened to the cemetery land after abandonment, that it remained platted as a private cemetery but there is no history of ownership for 142 years.  Williams had talked to Dale Evavold, Attorney and former owner of adjacent land now owned by Vern Bunke. Evavold concurred with the County, that since it was platted as a cemetery, it is permanently dedicated as cemetery property and reverts back to CRV per MN Statute 365.28.  Charles Sherwood, 4th Lt. Governor of Minnesota, never conveyed the property to anyone else and also did not provide for perpetual care. Fillmore County history, 1882, states there were 25 burials; the last burial may have been in the late 1920’s/early 30’s.
Following Attorney Manion’s advice, the Rushford Village Council position continued to be that the cemetery started and was platted as private, and there is only an assumption that it turned public. Concerns for official support of the cemetery include potential liability and costs to Rushford Village as access is still an issue.  The Mayor and Council members stated their support for and commended the cemetery association for the clean-up they have started and ongoing maintenance they are planning.  On motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern, and carried unanimously, Attorney Manion was asked to provide a letter of response to Attorney Corson’s letter.
FINANCIAL – October 31, 2012 Now Acct Balance: $474,421.46; Receipts-October: $329,942.96; Disbursed-October: $29,557.51; Projected November Claims: $31,201.21; Projected November 30, 2012 Now Acct Balance (Est): $443,220.25+Receipts:  The financials were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. INVESTMENTS – 12 month renewals at 1% at Rushford State Bank were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern, and carried unanimously for Non-PFA Sewer CD’s that matured November 1, 2012 for $30,301.96 and $20,201.30.  Clerk Position: Mayor Schwanke called the applicant, who had just sent an e-mail declining the offer made, and asked for a counter offer on the total package.  Meeting Technology: Overland is still researching available options.  Discussion included a recording device to use in either room, whether to go with Ipads or tablets, security and one switch control in the Community Center for the projector and electronic screen, and an additional rental fee for use of the technology. 
Office-Community Center Cleaning wage: A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Petersen to continue payments to Roger Ekern at the Council rate of $14.82 per hour and to review this with all other rates in January; motion carried with Ekern abstaining.  WHKS: Having discussed final payment for Ridgeview Road with WHKS co-owner Rick Engstrom, who asked that WHKS be considered for future work, Mayor Schwanke suggested that CRV pay $44,000 of the remaining $44,802.96 considering the final FEMA payment that included some deductions for engineering costs for the Rislove Bridge and Tower Ridge Road projects.  Discussion included whether WHKS had any responsibility yet regarding the Cooperative Way warranty work but consensus was that another engineer may be needed to follow through with this.  A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Ekern, to approve final payment of $44,000.00, and include a letter stating that this is the final payment but that CRV will consider WHKS for future projects; motion carried with Johnson voting no.    Notice of future projects will be provided to WHKS as to other engineering firms on a list of contacts, however, if published, no RFP’s are required.
ZONING Administrator Jon Pettit reported on new permits /inquiries for: a kitchen addition to Allen LaFleur; Rosvold utility shed behind their home off to County Line Road, having consensus with Mayor Schwanke and Zoning Board members Glen Kopperud and Bruce Hovland that the front faces Laura Lane. Pettit said Jim Norstad is selling the former Jim’s Cash and Carry lumberyard to Brian Moran for a Pioneer Seed business.  Norstad has had a pie-shaped parcel to keep surveyed and wants to build a storage shed: setbacks are 10 feet from the State right-of-way and 10 feet on each side and rear.  No sewer or water service is planned as the deferred water assessment and sewer catch-up fee apply.  He is also keeping the rental storage buildings that are outside the fence.  Dog barking was suggested to add to Animal Control Ordinance #1 as well as a dangerous dog clause.  Amended Zoning documents to record will be reviewed by the Zoning Board and by the Council on November 20, 2012.
ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – 2012 major projects: Aspen Road bridge installation is pending with Generation X; County Line bridge widening will wait until spring as no quote was received yet.   Skipper Rislove asked that the 35 MPH sign be moved farther west on Ridgeview Road because of the dust created by vehicle speed.  Rislove will also talk to Chuck’s Feed and Grain about dust control.
WATER – Well #2: When the pipe was put in to the pumphouse, damage was done at Richard Bovy’s, blowing out a water filter due to water pressure.  1st Reimbursement request was received for $80,382.36; Labor Standards Employee interviews will be done by Davy’s project Engineer.  SEWER – Poly-pigging was done on October 24, 2012 to the sewer line between South Rushford and the Rushford WW Treatment Plant. Four pigs went through. The sewer line was noted to be fairly clean with some heavier material as the pig exited, which material was vacuumed and hauled away. 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – Amended Featherstone Lease for 3 Acres @$1000/year was accepted as proposed on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Vice-Mayor Johnson attended the Chamber co-sponsored MN Manufacturers Week Reception on October 25th; Mayor Schwanke will deliver the remaining two Certificates and Mayors Proclamations. 
OTHER UPDATES: Tri-City BR&E Steering Committee met November 5th and will meet again November 27th: the follow-up survey; Mayor Schwanke attended the October 26th LMC Safety Group, meeting in Spring Grove; the December 14th meeting will be at CRV; Next meetings: Tri-City January 23, 2013, 6:30 pm at CRV;  Zoning Board, November 15th and December 13th, 6:00 am, CRV Office; Council, November 20th and December 4th, with 7:30 pm Budget meeting for public discussion.  Motion to Adjourn was made at 9:50 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
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