CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF JULY 16, 2013 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         

The July 16th, 2013 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson, and Todd Baker. Absent: Mayor Dale Schwanke and Council Member Dennis Overland. Also, present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion, Treasurer Judy Graham, and City Clerk Kristina Mart.

AGENDA was approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously, including the following additions: Request from the Maintenance Supervisor to purchase a small trailer for the new lawn mower. Second, discuss the specs and bid requests for the parking pad along Cooperative Way, and Treasurer Graham’s request to order and purchase more billing paper for the City of Rushford Village from Wonder Ink Printing in Rushford.
 
MINUTES of the July 2nd, 2013 Regular Council Meeting was approved as presented on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Peggy & Steve Redalen, Matt Harter of Harter’s Quick Clean-up, Kirsten Zoellner from the Fillmore County Journal and Andrew Wolter from the Tri-County Record. 
Peggy & Steve Redalen were present and spoke to the Council regarding their concerns with their neighbors’ new fence near their property line. Mrs. Redalen provided the Council with photos of the fence in question and documentation for the definition of a “structure”. The Council acknowledge the ongoing conflict between both parties regarding this fencing issue, but the Council agreed to review the Redalen’s documentation with legal counsel first, before any decisions will be made. In addition, the Council and Zoning Board will review the City of Rushford Village’s “structure” definition as well.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matt Harter from Harter’s Quick Clean-up was present to answer any questions the Council may have regarding the spring and fall Clean-up billing errors. Matt conveyed to the Council that Harter’s will honor the contract and will adjust and return to the City of Rushford Village’s account for the previous spring and fall clean-ups in the amount of roughly $800.00, which will be shown on the next billing invoice. The contract between the Village and Harter’s Quick Clean-up is set to expire on April 30, 2014. Matt explained to the Council that Harter’s would like to be considered for the new contract bid, once the current contract expires. The Council conveyed to Mr. Harter just some of the concerns that the village has had in the past with billing including the number of accounts and services provided within the village. Mr. Harter acknowledged the Council concerns and stated that Harter’s Quick Clean-up is willing to work with the village to make sure that all the billing issues and service concerns are resolved quickly and efficiently.   

FINANCIALS: Projected Final July Claims: $_94,723.67 ; includes ($31,887.00) Road Rock and ($15,469.36) 2013 Fire Dept. Contract; Projected July 31, 2013 NOW Acct Balance (Est): $_343,110.60 + Receipts; INVESTMENTS CD Renewals at RSB- One PFA CD Renewal for one year at $4,095.34, which matures on 07-17-2013. The Financials were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

Acting Mayor Johnson conveyed to the Council that Mayor Schwanke and Council Member Overland met with Judy Graham to come to an agreement regarding her hourly salary as the Treasurer of Rushford Village. Treasurer Graham will be helping the clerk with the budget and the investment Cd’s as well.
In addition, the City of Rushford Village purchased a used John Deere 60-inch deck riding lawnmower from a private party for $4,300.00.

The Council reviewed the request to advertise CRV as a full colored ad on the Good Shepherd Lutheran Services page in the Tri-County Record. The Council approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker, and carried unanimously to purchase a half-year ad that will run every other week at $54.00 a quarter.

ZONING: Jon Pettit, Zoning Administrator, reported one inquiry from Kues regarding a new construction permit. Mr. Pettit also met with the Hovell’s and Redalen’s regarding their ongoing fencing issue. At this point, no resolution was reached and both parties agreed to disagree.

Zoning Administrator Pettit and the Council discussed and reviewed some of the General and Zoning Ordinances that may not be consider specific enough. The Council decided that the Zoning Board could thoroughly review each one of the ordinances in question, and re-write them to be more specific and easily understandable. Attorney Manion suggested to the Council to make a list of all non-specific ordinances that need further clarification. The Zoning Board could view the League of MN Cities website for examples of similar ordinances from other communities.   

The Council has received further complaints regarding the unresolved dog issue in South Rushford. The Council has taken steps to get this situation resolved with no success. At this point, Attorney Manion will send a criminal complaint letter to the owner of the dogs to get this matter resolved.

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES: The Council discussed hiring a helper for Bob. The Council however, was not sure of the specific need or the number of hours that Bob would need assistance. The Council approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously to give Mayor Schwanke and Bob Thieret the opportunity to determine the need and number of hours.  

SEWER: CRV has been getting some high I & I readings. Bob has been checking it regularly and trying to figure out where it’s coming from. 

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS:
Rushford Days Parade, Saturday, July 20th, 7:00 p.m.
Safety Meeting, Thursday, July 25th, Plainview
Board of Equalization Training, Thursday, July 25th, 6:00 p.m., Caledonia -Four Seasons Community Center
Road Reconstruction Public Hearing, Tuesday, August 6th, 7:00 p.m., CRV Community Center
Tri-City Mtg. Wednesday, August 28th, 6:30 p.m., CRV CCtr.

Next Mtgs: Council: Regular Mtgs. Aug 6th, and Aug 20th, 2013; Zoning: August 15th, 6am, CRV Office. 

Motion to Adjourn the Council meeting was made at 8:18 p.m., by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously.
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