CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF JANUARY 21, 2014 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AND
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 28, 2014 CONTINUED SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING FOR THE ROAD RECONSTRUCTION PLAN 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The January 21, 2014 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Todd Baker, Hamilton Petersen, and Gordon Johnson. Also, present: Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, Attorney Thomas Manion, Treasurer Judy Graham, and Clerk Kristina Mart.  

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the January 7th, 2014 Annual Council Meeting were approved as presented including the necessary corrections on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Jan Smaby, Alan Lipowitz, Peterson’s Mayor Jennifer Wood, Jeremy Williams, Brian Malm

FINANCIAL – Projected Final January Claims: $ 65,638.12 ; Projected January 31, 2014 NOW Acct Balance (Est): 
$ 262,903.05 + Receipts; with no RSB Investment CD Renewals to report.                                         
						
The Financials & Investments were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jan Smaby and Alan Lipowitz were present to discuss their request to detach from the City of Peterson and Annex into the City of Rushford Village. Their request to detach was rejected by the Peterson City Council on January 8th. Smaby and Lipowitz offered a gesture of good faith, offering $3,000 to the City of Peterson to ease the loss of property tax and believe they would not do any financial harm to the City of Peterson. In addition, Ms. Smaby clarified the misleading media reports and wanted to make it clear that both City Councils and City Attorneys were sent their annexation request and documentation back in November 2013. Jan Smaby then pleaded her case to the Council and requested that the City of Rushford Village pass a Resolution and forward their case to the Minnesota State Office of Administrative Hearings, which will allow them the right to a fair and impartial hearing before an Administrative Law Judge that has experience in these matters. 
Mayor Jennifer Wood was also present and spoke to the Council regarding this matter. Mayor Wood asked that the Rushford Village Council vote no against this annexation and the Resolution. Rushford Village Mayor Dale Schwanke, responded to both parties, and conveyed that this legal issue is not personal, nor does the Village want to hurt their sister city. However, the State put together a process and if the Village says “no” they become the judge in this matter. In addition, City Attorney Manion stated that in order to move forward the City of Rushford Village would have to give their support and pass a Resolution to get this request to the next level of the State. The City of Rushford Village could possibly give a “gift” to the City of Peterson for the land. After some discussion the Council agreed to think about the repercussions of their actions in this matter and tabled their decision until the next Council Meeting in February, approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously.

Jeremy Williams was present before the Council to voice his opinion in regards to his dogs in South Rushford. Mr. Williams conveyed to the Council that his dogs now have bark collars and restricted access around his yard. His dogs could not possibly get out, let alone attack anyone. Attorney Manion clarified that when an animal rushes at you it’s consider attacking or threating behavior, that does not mean it has bitten anyone. In addition, City Attorney Manion stated that he has sent letters to the Williams in the past regarding these issues, after receiving complaints from neighbors and concerned citizens. It appears that this activity is still happening, as the City had received a new complaint at the January 7th Council Meeting. The City of Rushford Village has Ordinances set in place, which need to be followed by all residents in the Village, as well as a process when there are complaints. If these letters and the Ordinances are ignored or not followed, civil and criminal actions will take place.  

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – Brian Malm from Bolton and Menk presented the Council with the Preliminary Pavement Management Plan PowerPoint presentation. This plan includes all roads currently asphalt and those that are gravel in Rushford Village. The Council was provided with a list of all the roads rated in their current conditions. The 2014 ratings were 1-10, 1 being in poor condition, 5 being fair, and 10 being excellent condition. A color-coded map was included listing the roads in the Village at their current conditions. The Village has 2.36 miles of roads rated 3-4, 1.14 miles of roads rated 5-6, 1.43 miles of roads rated 7-8, and 0.37 rated at 9-10. The Council will review the Street Construction and Reconstruction Plan and determine the priorities at the next continued Council Meeting on Tuesday, January 28th at 6:30 p.m.
The Council discussed the ongoing concerns with the street parking in South Rushford. Parking on the streets is causing a potential safety hazard due to the narrow streets in that area. In addition, plowing the snow with vehicles on the streets tends to be a problem as well. After discussion the Council agreed that the Village should create an ordinance for no on street parking during the winter months. Attorney Manion will draft an ordinance for “No Parking” for the Council to review at a later date. 


OTHER BUSINESS: 
-Harter’ Trash Contract ends March 9th, 2014, clerk will request new 2014-2019 bids and contact Harter’s.
-Reviewed the South Eastern Minnesota League of Municipalities 2014 Legislative Policies.
-Rushford Village Council approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to participate in the Fillmore County Journal Community Progress Edition as a Black and White 2x3Ad at a cost of $83.85.
-Clerk Mart will attend the MCFOA Annual Conference in St. Cloud March 19, 20, and 21st approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.
-Meeting Technology Update: The Granicus Software setup training is scheduled for Wednesday, February 5th.

PLANNING / ZONING - Jon Pettit, Planning/Zoning Administrator along with the Planning/Zoning Commission met with Jonas Sublett to discuss his small expanded home business. Pettit reported that there was an offer on the O’Hare property near Hwy. 43 South. This property has had some driveway access issues in the past.
The Council reviewed the proposed amendments to Ordinance No. 5, subsection 602.01 regarding Protected Agriculture Prohibited Principle Uses. After reviewing the document, the Council agreed that the proposed language would provide better clarity. A Public Hearing will be held at some point for amending this ordinance, as well as Ordinance No. 5, Sections 2800-4800.

WATER / SEWER – There were no new readings to report up to this point for January so far.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: The Council reviewed the flyer regarding the 1st Annual Rushford Triathlon supporting the Foundation for Rushford Peterson Schools. 

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: Tri-Cities Mtg. Wednesday, Jan  22nd, 6:30pm, Peterson City Hall; SEMLM Annual Mtg. Thursday, January 30th, 6pm, Stewartville Civic Center; LMC Safety Training Feb 4th, 1pm, location to be determined.

Next Mtgs: Council: February 4th and February 18th, 2014; Zoning: February 13th, 6am, CRV Office. 

A motion to continue meeting to Tuesday, January 28th at 6:30 p.m. was made at 9:42 p.m. by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 

******************************************************************************************************

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 28, 2014 CONTINUED SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING FOR THE PROPOSED ROAD RECONSTRUCTION PLAN

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The January 28, 2014 continued Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 6:30 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Hamilton Petersen, and Gordon Johnson. Also, present: Public Works – Maintenance Director Robert Thieret, and Clerk Kristina Mart. Absent: Councilor Todd Baker, Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Treasurer Judy Graham.  

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Brian Malm from Bolton and Menk

PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN: Brian Malm presented the Council with a Proposed Five Year Pavement Management Plan with included two options. The Council reviewed the proposed options including the list of streets, 2014 Rating, projected 2019 Rating “Do Nothing”, proposed improvement, improvement year, projected 2019 Rating with Improvements made, and included the width, length (miles), and the cost. The total five-year plan would be 1.6 million without County Line Road and Magelssen Road. The Councils course of action is as follows: take off County Line and Magelssen Road from the Plan, look at a ten-year plan verses a five-year plan, and meet with Mike Bubany to discuss further bonding options. 

OTHER BUSINESS:
-Evan Meier will be attending the Three-day Water School in Rochester on March 12-14, approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
-Council approved Bob’s request for a new reliable chainsaw at an estimated cost of $500.00-$600.00.
-Council approved the request for an allowance for Evan to purchase steel toe boots as required safety equipment.

Motion to Adjourn was made at 9:16 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. 
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