 CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF FEBRUARY 11, 2014 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AND
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 25, 2014 CONTINUED COUNCIL MEETING  

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The February 11, 2014 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Todd Baker, Hamilton Petersen, and Gordon Johnson. 
Also, present: Public Works and Maintenance Director Robert Thieret, Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion, Treasurer Judy Graham, and Clerk Kristina Mart.  

AGENDA was approved as presented including adding an additional item for frozen water lines on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the January 21, 2014 Regular Council Meeting and the January 28, 2014 Continued Special Council Meeting for the Road Construction Plan were approved as presented on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously. 

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: RP Chief Adam Eide, Alan Lipowitz, Alana Wilson Jumps for Hope Founder, and Brian Malm from Bolton and Menk.

FINANCIAL – The January 31, 2014 Now Account Balanced with the Bank in the amount of $288,153.46; Outstanding Checks of $26,814.01; and the Receipts-per Bank at $14,132.45. The projected February Claims is at $26,993.45; with a February 28, 2014 Now Account Balance estimated at $234,346.00 plus Receipts.
						
The Financials were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

INVESTMENT CD RENEWAL at RSB – One MIF Revolving Fund renewal in the amount of $102,020.38, which matured on 
02-09-14; and one PFA renewal for $4,428.04, which matures on 02-17-14. CD Interest Rates are presently at 0.75%.

The Investments were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. 

Rushford Police Chief Adam Eide was present and provided the Council with an update. Chief Eide believes the agreement is working as planned. The Council agreed.

Alana Wilson Founder and President of Jumps for Hope presented the Council with her plans to hold a raffle this year in conjunction with the Jumps for Hope Skydiving Event schedule for June 21, 2014. Last year, Jumps for Hope raised almost $12,000 during this event. Alana was directed to Rushford Village by the City of Rushford. The Council reviewed the plans and had no concerns with a raffle being held during the Jumps for Hope event approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.

The Council discussed the Smaby/Lipowitz Annexation request and came to the decision to attempt to resolve this issue on a local level between all parties involved instead of involving a third party at this time. The Council would like to see a collaboration between the two cities. The Council approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously to the Resolution adding an April 1st, 2014 deadline that both parties must reach an agreement by that time. Mayor Schwanke and Councilor Petersen will meet with the City of Peterson as soon as a date is agreed upon.

OTHER BUSINESS – 
- The Council discussed obtaining new city business credit cards from Capital One called the “Spark Card”. The Council approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to proceed with obtaining the new cards and closing the Associated Bank Credit Cards Account. 
- Rushford Village Council reviewed the Southeastern Minnesota League of Municipalities 2014 Legislative Policies and approved them on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to support the proposed 2014 Legislative Policies.
- Meeting Technology Update: The Clerk trained on uploading Agendas to Granicus on February 5th and the new Gmail accounts are complete. 

PLANNING / ZONING - Jon Pettit, Planning/Zoning Administrator had written one permit to Brian Moran to install a door to the Northeast of his building. He also received two inquires. One from Robert Brand regarding quarter-quarter rules and the other from Ted kjos of Tri-County Electric Cooperative. Tri-County Electric has had several inquiries and interests in the solar array and plan to use a larger capacity at 70 kW instead of the prior estimate of 40.1 kW.

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – The Council reviewed the request from Public Works Director Bob Thieret to purchase a 72” Stout Grapple Bucket for the Bobcat at $1,350.00. The Council approved the request for Bob to purchase this item on motion by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously.  
	
WATER / SEWER – A resident on Hayes Street in South Rushford had contacted the Village because his water line froze up. The Village will send out a letter to all residents in the South Rushford Water District letting them know the steps to take to check their water and what to do if their water is to cold. In addition, the residents will need to contact the City if they will be running their water all the time. The Council also suggested that we contact other media sources to get the word out. 

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: The Tri-Cities All Council Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 26th, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Community Center.

Next Mtgs: Council: February 25th, 2014; Zoning: February 13th, 6am, CRV Office. 

A motion to continue meeting to Tuesday, February 25th, 2014 at 7 p.m. was made at 8:42 p.m. by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. 

******************************************************************************************************
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 25, 2014 CONTINUED REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The February 25, 2014 continued Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Todd Baker, Hamilton Petersen, and Gordon Johnson. Also, present: Public Works – Maintenance Director Robert Thieret, Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion and Clerk Kristina Mart. Absent: Treasurer Judy Graham.  

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Mike Bubany from David Drown & Associates; Brian Malm from Bolton and Menk;
Matt Harter and Jeff Holmquist from Harter’s Trash Services.

The Council opened one seal bid received for a new Contract for Trash Services from Harter’s Trash Service. The Council reviewed the bid; however, the services increased 39% from the previous contract. Matt Harter conveyed to the Council that the City of Rushford Village was sufficiently under billed. The Council ask if Matt Harter could take the bids back and re-check the numbers to verify the costs and return a firm answer to the Council at the next Council Meeting on March 4th. 
  
ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – Brian Malm proposed two more street reconstruction plan options for the Council to review. The new options included a ten year plan instead of a five year plan. The Council consensus is to follow option number two taking off Village Drive and Aspen Road. In addition, Mike Bubany presented the Council with spreadsheets reviewing the costs the Street Reconstruction Projects will have on the city and the tax payers. The Council discussed the information and agreed to hold a Street Reconstruction Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 1st at 7:00 p.m.
		
WATER / SEWER – The Council further discussed the frozen water line issues that are effecting residents in South Rushford. A Frozen Water Policy will be mailed to all the South Rushford Water District residents with February’s utility billing. The City of Rushford Village will pay half of the homeowners out of pocket cost to unthaw the frozen lines up to $1,000; This would be for the 1st freeze-up only. The home owner will have to provide documentation of insurance coverage or a denial letter stating that this service is not covered under their homeowner’s policy. This reimbursement is restricted to the residents in the South Rushford Water District. Furthermore, the residents will need to contact the City of Rushford Village and follow all the steps listed in the Frozen Water Policy if they want the City to provide credit on their water bill. It must be approved first. These Policies are also available on the City website.
 
OTHER BUSINESS:
-Taste of the Trail Shared Advertising cost of $200.00, was approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Council will review Utility Billing and property owners at a later time.

PLANNING / ZONING - Jon Pettit, Planning/Zoning Administrator had no new permits to report.
Mr. Pettit queried the Council regarding the required fencing around pits. The Council believed that this should be a condition included on the Conditional Use Permit, which includes a chain-link fence around the pit for safety. Attorney Manion will be looking for/developing appropriate language on this issue.

Motion to Adjourn was made at 10:05 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
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