[bookmark: _GoBack] CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF MARCH 18, 2014 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The March 18, 2014 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Todd Baker, Hamilton Petersen, and Gordon Johnson. Also, present: Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, Treasurer Judy Graham, and Clerk Kristina Mart. Absent: City Attorney Thomas Manion.

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the March 4th, 2014 Regular Council Meeting were approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. 

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: 

FINANCIAL – The Projected Final March Claims: $ 49,238.06; Projected March 31, 2014 NOW Account Balance estimated at $ 209,961.74 plus Receipts. The Financials were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. 

OTHER BUSINESS – 
Harter’s Contract was approved and signed for an additional three years with the option to make changes as needed. The Village is in   the process of formulating a plan to save the city’s taxpayers money on their trash services. The Village could pick-up the trash on some of the more rural roads and therefore allowing Harter’s to pick-up in one location verses several stops during their route. The Council will discuss the options further at a later time. In addition, the Village received a complaint from a South Rushford resident that the Harter’s Trash Truck backed up, but no alarm sounds. The clerk will contact Harter’s and let them know that their trash truck did not have the proper working back-up alarm. 
 
Request from Fillmore County Journal for the Rushford-Peterson Boys and Girls Sponsor Ad for $25.00. The Council decline the sponsor ad request, however; Mayor Schwanke will pay for and use Gilbertson-Rude Post 526 for the sponsor ad in place of the Village. 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Letter of Support. The (FCC) is currently taking comments on a number of matters related to Internet networks, one of which is whether it should use its power to reduce/remove state barriers to municipal networks. This action supports the League’s Telecommunications and Information Technology and State Broadband Policies. The League of Minnesota Cities has drafted a letter of support to the FCC and is asking local officials sign onto in support. The Council approved Mayor Schwanke to sign the letter of support to the (FCC) on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.

Annex Issue: City of Peterson and Rushford Village Meeting Update – The City of Peterson will be holding a special meeting on Monday, March 24th to discuss the issue further and make a decision.

Mayor Proclamation: Mayor Schwanke Proclaims April 2014 National Donate Life Month. The Council approved the Mayors Proclamation on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. The clerk will send the Mayor Proclamation to the local newspapers for publication.

Meeting Technology Update: Clerk Mart will meet with the City of Chatfield to see how the new Granicus iLegislate software really works. The Council received their iPads and should be able to use them and receive information by the next Council Meeting. 

PLANNING / ZONING - Jon Pettit, Planning/Zoning Administrator had no new permits or inquiries to report. 
Pettit met with Jack Hedin on his Peterson Farm and concluded that very little has changed since his visit last year. Mr. Hedin had finished up some wiring and appears to be in order. Jack will be sending a request letter to the Council for an Interim Use Permit. He plans to have four-five people living on the farm this summer. 
The fencing issue around open pits in Rushford Village will need to be reviewed further by the Planning and Zoning Commission before bringing it to the Council. At this time, they are focusing on open pits in Commercial/Industrial Zoning areas.  

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – Summer Projects /Public Work Hours: The Council received a list of projects that Bob and Evan in Public Works will need to complete this summer. The Public Works department has 661 hours left budgeted for help during the summer months. (Twenty-two weeks at thirty hours a week.)
The Council and Public Works department is still looking into options for dust control. In addition, Bob Thieret is getting prices on culverts and cement work for wing walls from Bunke for the Tuff Bridge repair. Bob will also get some quotes on tires for the skid loader and bring them to the Council. 

WATER / SEWER – The Council discussed raising the water rate base fee from $6.00 to $7.00 per thousand units, this would become effective for the April 1st billing. The Council approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to the $1.00 water rate increase from $6.00 to $7.00 per thousand units effective on April 1st billing. No new frozen water pipes have been reported, but there are at least twenty residents that have contacted the Village and are running their water.
Bob Thieret reported a little increase in waste-water flow and he believes that Gary Brown’s sewer may have backed-up. 

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: Clerk’s Annual MCFOA Conference, March 19-21st;  
Street Reconstruction Public Hearing, April 1st at 7pm, CRV; Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting, 
April 15th at 7pm, CRV

Next Mtgs: Council: April 1st, and April 15th, 2014; Zoning: April 10th, 6am, CRV Office. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:50 p.m. by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
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