[bookmark: _GoBack]CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF MAY 5, 2015 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The May 5, 2015 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Chad Rasmussen, and Hamilton Petersen. Also, present: Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit; Public Works Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck; City Attorney Thomas Manion, and Treasurer Judy Graham. 
Absent: Councilman Todd Baker and City Clerk Kristina Mart.  

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the April 21st, 2015 Regular Council Meeting including Board of Appeals and Equalization Meeting and the Continued April 28th, 2015 Annual Road Tour was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously.  
 
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Vern Bunke 

FINANCIALS – The April 30, 2015 Now Acct. Balance per Bank is $ 126,587.64; The April Receipts-per Bank are $ 11,361.70; Disbursed-April per Bank are $ 25,244.40; The Projected Preliminary May Claims are at             $ 25,107.12; with a May 31, 2015 Now Acct Balance estimated at $ 93,176.95 + Receipts: 
INVESTMENT CD Renewals at RSB: One Sewer Fund CD Renewal for $11,194.42, which matured on 05/01/2015.              
The Financials and Investments were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. 

VERN BUNKE – TRAILS & TOURISM (BLUFF TRACKS): Mr. Bunke was present before the Council to discuss the connecting recreational trail expansions to help increase tourism and significant economic impact for our area with the help of his organization called Bluff Tracks. Mr. Bunke provided the Council with a fact sheet which explained Bluff Tracks vision, which is to provide residents and tourists with a wide-range of year round outdoor recreational trail experiences in Southeast Minnesota’s scenic bluff country. Welcoming tourists and residents to the bluffs, valleys, woods and streams of Southeast Minnesota. Mr. Bunke would like to work with the cities of Rushford Village, Rushford, and Peterson to make this vision a reality. Mr. Bunke is hoping that Bluff Tracks will be designated as a 501(c) (3) status, so they become eligible for grants to assist in expanding the trails. Mr. Bunke stated that “He doesn’t anticipate the need for local money.” If it can’t be raised through donations and grants, he doesn’t expect the tri-cities to fund the trail expansions. In addition, the Council raised some concerns regarding noise and inconveniences to landowners with the increase of trail tourism. Mr. Bunke assured the Council that they wouldn’t notice the noise of the people or ATV’s on the trails because the topography of the valley would hide them, instead you would see them at the restaurants, gas stations, and hotels. Also, he assured that Bluff Tracks will be sensitive to those landowners and would not build trails where residents are uncomfortable. In addition, Mayor Johnson also raised a concern regarding the impacts of erosion and wear and tear of these trails over time. Mr. Bunke conveyed to the Council that he spoke with the Department of Natural Resources concerning this issue and they plan to prevent erosion on these clean, non-weathered trails. Mr. Bunke had no specific action requests at this time. He is asking the Council for continued support for Trails and Tourism (Bluff Tracks) and would like the Council to begin to imagine the benefits, challenges, and changes that may accompany the development of this Recreational Trail System in Southeast Minnesota.
 
One additional item discussed was the relocation of the canoe launch, The City of Rushford is working with the Department of Natural Resources to get the canoe launch moved from the current FFA field location, down to just east of the Highway 43/16 Bridge. The plan is to build a ramp like structure over the dike/levy near the wastewater treatment plant over then to the west. The plan will include a campsite along with an improved parking lot located on the river side of the dike. In addition, the City of Rushford is working with the Department of Natural Resources in hopes that the present canoe launch location can be turned into a fishing-friendly family area improving the stream banks and making it assessable to families. Mayor Johnson conveyed that the FFA field canoe launch is in the City of Rushford Village. Mr. Bunke will check with the City of Rushford’s Clerk Kathy Zacher regarding the location of the present canoe launch being in Rushford Village. 

PLANNING / ZONING–Pettit New Permits /inquiries/updates; Pettit reported on two permits in process Brad Thompson re-roof and Susan Lance’s permit for new siding and windows.
Mr. Pettit had a couple of inquiries, one from Tyler Eide for the removal of bins to put up a storage rental building, which is zoned in Ag. The second inquiry was from Ryan Peterson/Nicole Lance regarding a 10x25 addition to their garage. Mr. Pettit stated that there is not enough sideline setbacks, which makes it non-compliant and he cannot approve nor permit it. Mr. Pettit explained to Mr. Peterson and Ms. Lance the next steps. City Attorney Thomas Manion will get a Variance Application and Instructions for Mr. Pettit to proceed. 

OTHER BUSINESS: The Council approved the closing of Associated Bank Credit Cards and opening of the Merchants Bank Business Credit Cards for Public Works Supervisor Travis Scheck and Clerk Mart approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.    

ROAD/BRIDGE: Public Works Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck conveyed to the Council that he will be replacing the culvert on Ridgeview Road sometime in June. He will flag this closure and post a notice of the closing.  

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: 
Spring Clean-up, Friday, May 15th, 4:00-8:00 pm & Saturday, May 16th, 8:00-noon.
Next Mtgs: Council: May 19th, and June 2nd, 2015; Zoning: May 14th, 2015 6am, CRV Office. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:58 p.m. by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
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