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MINUTES, OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AND CONTINUED SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 MILL RATE MEETING.
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The September 15, 2015 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Todd Baker, Chad Rasmussen and Hamilton Petersen. Also, present: Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit; Public Works Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck; City Attorney Thomas Manion; Treasurer Judy Graham and City Clerk Kristina Mart. 

AGENDA was approved as presented including the addition to add Fence Resolution Fees / Fence Petitions on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the September 1, 2015 Regular Council Meeting was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 
 
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: None to report.

FINANCIALS – The Projected Final September Claims are $36,887.59. The September 30th, 2015 NOW Account Balance is estimated at $212,147.13 plus receipts. 
INVESTMENT CD Renewals at RSB: None to report at this time.

The Financials and Investments were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

2016 PROPOSED BUDGET REVIEW AND PROPOSED TAX LEVY AMOUNT: The Council reviewed the Proposed Preliminary 2016 City Budget breakdown including the city’s investments, road projects, and equipment lists as well as discussed the proposed preliminary 2016 Property Tax Levy amount. After reviewing the Preliminary Budget numbers the Council suggested that we increase the preliminary 2016 Tax Levy to $425,000. The City of Rushford Village has seen several increases all around that will affect the City in 2016 and also the City will see another twenty-five percent decrease in the city’s LGA in 2016.
The Final Budget and Truth/Taxation Levy Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, December 15th, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers, approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. In addition, the City of Rushford Village Resolution #2015-09-15 Adopting the Proposed Property Tax Levy Collectable for 2016 in the amount of $425,000 was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously.

ROAD / BRIDGE / BUILDINGS / SEWER / WATER: The Council was updated on the status of ongoing projects happening in the village. Tuff Lane Bridge Project – is almost complete, guard rails need to be installed. Road Improvement Projects- Dunn is getting ready to pour blacktop on Darr Lane. Cooperative Way – Bolton and Menk recommends that the City of Rushford Village do not proceed with joint sealing with Pember at this time because their price is still too high at $7.10 LF as Pember originally thought we only needed 1,000 LF, but actually 3,500 LF needs to be sealed instead. The price quoted originally from Pember was $7,250.00 but with the increase in quantity it’s now $23,785.00. The City of Rushford Village’s Engineer Firm Bolton and Menk had a couple of suggestions for finishing the crack sealing along Cooperative Way. 
1) Work with Fillmore County and see if they are willing to have the roadway sealed in the spring as Cooperative Way was used for a detour which this option we could utilize this for a cost savings and seal when the county does. (Fillmore County has their own sealer.)  2) Collaborate with the City of Rushford and/or City of Peterson and seal when they have work done as well, utilizing cost savings. 3) Independently solicit quotes in the spring from other vendors and hope for better pricing then what Pember’s has offered.


PLANNING / ZONING: Planning-Zoning Administrator Pettit had reported on the following new permits. Gary Brown for a shed, Jim Scaif to rebuild Pole Barn, and Brian Moran for installation of a flammable waste drain. 

OTHER BUSINESS: Annual Rushford Village Fall Cleanup Date: The Council discussed the Fall Cleanup date which is scheduled for Saturday, October 10th from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Hazard Mitigation List to Include in Fillmore County Plan: The City of Rushford Village already has a previous plan in place. Treasurer Graham and Clerk Mart will find the previous plan, so the Council can discuss it at the next Council Meeting.
Fence Resolution / Petition: City Attorney Manion along with the Council reviewed a Fence Resolution/Petition Application that was received from a land owner regarding a fencing issue, in which both land owners do not agree on. Attorney Manion advised that the application may need more information, so he suggests that the city give notice to both residents, and have a meeting with both of the land owners including two members of the City Council whom also would be considered the fence viewers. Attorney Manion will send a letter to both of the land owners to let them know we have a fence petition, and need to setup a meeting with both land owners to discuss what they would like us to do and what the issue is. Attorney Manion conveyed that the Council’s first step is to setup a fee for this process to cover recording fees, filing fees, and other fees. The resident who is filing this fence petition will be responsible for the deposit on these fees, what is not used they would get it back. This process is recordable and would go with the land. The Council approved $350.00 as the deposit fee and approved Mayor Johnson and Councilor Hamilton Petersen as the fence viewers on motion by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: Rushford Fire Department Mill Rate Meeting, Tuesday, September 22nd, 7:00 p.m. Rushford Fire Hall; Taste of the Trail, Saturday, September 26th, 10:00-3:00 p.m. Rushford Depot; Conquer The Bluff / Tri-City Challenge, Saturday, October 10th; Fillmore County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2nd Meeting, Tuesday, October 13, 2015, 1:00-2:30 p.m. or 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Preston; Meet New League of MN Cities Executive Director, Wednesday, October 28th, 2015, 4:00 p.m. in Austin. League of MN Cities Annual Regional Meeting, Thursday, October 29th, 2015, 1:00 p.m. Holiday Inn Conference Center Austin.

Next Mtgs: Council: October 6th, and October 20th, 2015; Zoning: October 15th, 2015 6am, CRV Office. 

A motion to continue on Tuesday, September 22nd at 7:00 p.m. at the Mill Rate Meeting was made at 8:05 p.m. by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 


Fall 2015 Rushford Fire Department Mill Rate Meeting, September 22, 2015 7:00 P.M. Rushford Fire Hall

Mayor Johnson, Councilmembers Overland, Petersen, Rasmussen and City Clerk Mart attended the Rushford Fire Department Mill Rate Meeting, which was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Fire Hall. 
Fire Chief Paul Corcoran facilitated the meeting as we reviewed the Township Annual Report including the Fire-Rescue Runs, the Chief’s Year in Review along with the Fire Departments CD’s and Savings Accounts, Capital Projects and other funds for the year 2014. In addition Chief Corcoran advised the group that they need to replace or repair the leaking tank on the 2002 Tanker. The motion was to replace the leaking tank on the 2002 Tanker at an estimated amount of $112,000. Furthermore, in 2017, each volunteer will need new gear at $2,100 per firemen and the 1997 Pumper Truck is up for a 20 year rotation and replacement estimated at a cost of $330,000-$400,000. In addition, there was a motion for the increase in rate costs of $400.00 an hour and $100.00 for water. The final motion was on a two year contract at .015 Tax Capacity. Therefore, the City of Rushford Village’s new contract rate for 2016 and 2017 is $17,066.00. To conclude, the next Mill Rate Meeting will take place in August 2016. The business meeting of the Mill Rate Board adjourned at 7:35 p.m. The City Council of Rushford Village approved the Clerk and Mayor to sign the Mill Rate Contract on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. Motion to Adjourn our continued meeting at 7:36 p.m. on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
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