[bookmark: _GoBack]CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF NOVEMBER 3, 2015 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The November 3, 2015 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Todd Baker, and Chad Rasmussen. Also, present: Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit; City Attorney Thomas Manion; and City Clerk Kristina Mart. Absent: Public Works Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck and Treasurer Judy Graham.

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the October 20, 2015 Regular Council Meeting was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 
 
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Jen Hengel from the Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber, Josh Pope of Bolton & Menk, and Dennis Petersen.

FINANCIALS – The October 31, 2015 Now Acct. Balance per Bank is at $ 91,864.14. The October Receipts-per Bank were at $ 21,790.07.  The October Disbursements per Bank were $ 122,849.53. The Projected Preliminary November Claims are $ 133,178.98. The November 30, 2015 Now Acct Balance is estimated at $ 33,685.16 *
(This balance includes the sale of one Bridge Fund CD for $25,000.00 and one Road Fund CD in the amount of $50,000.00) + Receipts: (2nd Half Property Taxes will be deposited early December.)

INVESTMENT CD Renewals at RSB: One Sewer Fund CD Renewal in the amount of $31,006.26, which matured on November 1st, 2015.

The Financials and Investments were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously. 

2016 RP Valley Marketing & Advertising: Jen Hengel was present before the Council with two items for discussion. First, she is requesting that the City of Rushford Village collaborate with the cities of Rushford and Peterson for 2016 R-P Valley Marketing and Advertising. This advertising will better target the markets and provide better feedback as well. She is requesting that the City of Rushford Village contribute a total of $409.81 for all other 2016 promotional advertising that is not eligible under the 2016 Explore MN Tourism Grant that the R-P Valley Chamber has applied for. In particular, she requested that the Council approve the Explore Southern MN Ad in the amount of $123.56 which this portion is included in the total contribution amount above. After further discussion the Council approved the total contribution amount of $409.81 for the 2016 RP Valley Advertising on motion by Rasmussen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. Second request, Jen Hengel recommends that the Council change the city’s individual half-page Ad in the Bluff Country Visitors Guide and combine our resources with the City of Rushford at a cost of $250.00 instead of the previous individual Rushford Village ad cost of $388.00. The Council discussed the options and approved the recommended changes from an individual half page ad to a shared half page ad with a section for Rushford/Rushford Village on motion by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

ROAD / BRIDGE / BUILDINGS / SEWER / WATER: 
Josh Pope, Engineer from Bolton and Menk was present before the Council to provide updates on our projects. 
The 2015 Pavement Management Improvements are wrapping up. The Contractors Pay Request No. 2 in the amount of $104,070.51, approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously. This is the 2nd to the Final Pay Application. The only thing outstanding for this project is turf restoration. In the spring when it grows satisfactorily we can release the Final Pay Application Request for the $7,300 retainage being held until it’s complete. 

Tuff Lane Bridge Project: Install guard rail and turf restoration. Josh spoke with the Contractor who will be completing these items in the next couple of weeks. The Final Pay Application and acceptance will need to wait until the spring to make sure everything is satisfactorily grown. 
Cooperative Way Sealing: Concrete Foundations, Inc., came back out and put more fill in the cracks along Cooperative Way, which was then satisfactory for Bolton and Menk. They will be submitting an invoice to Rushford Village for approval and payment.
Benson Lane: Bolton and Menk spoke with the Department of Natural Resources. The DNR said we could replace the Missouri crossing, but the culvert width needs to be the same size as the bank width, which means we would be installing another bridge which would be very costly. Josh is still checking on some other favorable options. 
2016 Pavement Management Improvements: Josh from Bolton and Menk put together a preliminary schedule. Mike Bubany is available for the November 17th Council Meeting, which at that time he can facilitate a Financial Plan Presentation to the Council. The remaining projects are now estimated at 1.2 million with a ten-year bond. The target bid date for these projects are late March early April 2016. 

PLANNING / ZONING: Planning-Zoning Administrator Pettit reported on the following new permits. Roger Ekern’s lean-to on his hay shed and Larry Overland added a front door to his permit. 
In addition, Mr. Pettit spoke with Cindy from the Fillmore County Assessor’s Office regarding the question of adding cabins to a local campground. The county said that they would tax them as commercial property, but there is another avenue for the owner. He can have the cabins taxed as seasonal recreational property instead, but the owner needs to fill out an application for this. Next, we need to go through the process and have a Public Hearing to allow them in the campground as this use. This item will be further discussed by the commission members at the next Planning / Zoning Commission Meeting scheduled for November 12th. 
Mayor Johnson conveyed to the Council that he had received a letter of resignation from Maynard Thompson from his Planning / Zoning Commission Seat. The Planning/Zoning Commission will search for a new member. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
Pay Equity: Mayor Johnson conveyed to the Council that the city’s Pay Equity is currently out of compliance and he requested that City Attorney Manion review the Pay Equity guidelines from the League and MN Management and Budget for the city. Attorney Manion conveyed to the Council that every three years Pay Equity Reports are required to be reported with the state (MN Management and Budget), but they also must be maintained. In addition, the state has a job match system which includes job match points for each employee and calculations that factor in the final numbers. Attorney Manion conveyed to the Council that there is a system you have to comply with. He found that the Clerk’s wages are too low by comparison to comparable worth, as she has more job match points and years of service, so adjustments need to be made in order to be in compliance. Attorney Manion advised that some cities proceed to do this every year, just to make sure their still in compliance. Attorney Manion will further review the job match points and bring his conclusions to the next Council Meeting. Mayor Johnson suggests that the Finance-Review Committee of Councilor Overland and himself meet and proceed with a formal process and address this issue and make any adjustments that need to be made in order to be compliant. The Finance-Review Committee will bring their findings to the Council for discussion at the next meeting as well. 
Open Council Seat Interests: Two candidates have interest in the open Council Seat. The two candidates are Dennis Petersen who is present and Richard Smith. Mayor Johnson requested some information from Attorney Manion on the best ways to pick the best candidate since we have two for one seat. Attorney Manion suggested some options for interviewing the two interested Council Seat Candidates. Councilor Rasmussen suggests that we talk with Richard Smith and see if his schedule would be conflicting with meeting nights. Mayor Johnson suggested that both candidates come to the next Council Meeting if they are still interested, then at that time we can choose one and he can be sworn in at the beginning of the next Council Meeting then as well. 
Nov 9th Special Veterans Day Section Ad Honoring Veterans from Fillmore County: The Council discussed the request, but they believe that this type of advertising is more for businesses rather than a city entity. The Council certainly recognizes our Veterans, but the Council feels it’s not for the best interest of the city.



OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: South Rushford Water District Hydrant Flushing, week of November 2nd – November 6th, 2015; Bluff Country Safety Training, Tuesday, November 24th at 1:00 p.m., at CRV with City of Rushford Hosting; 2016 Truth In Taxation: Final Levy and Budget Meeting, Tuesday December 15th, 2015 Rushford Village City Hall at 7:30 p.m.; City of Rushford Village Annual Meeting, Tuesday, January 5th, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.

Next Mtgs: Council: November 17th, and December 1st, 2015; Zoning: November 12th, 2015 6am, CRV Office. 


Motion to Adjourn Council Meeting was made at 7:59 p.m. on motion by Overland, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously. 
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