CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF DECEMBER 15, 2015 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
AND 2016 FINAL LEVY AND BUDGET MEETING

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The December 15, 2015 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Todd Baker, and Chad Rasmussen. Also, present: Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit; Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck; City Attorney Thomas Manion; City Clerk Kristina Mart and Treasurer Judy Graham. Absent: Councilmembers Dennis Overland, and Richard Smith. 

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Baker, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the December 1st, 2015 Regular Council Meeting and December 9th, Special Public Hearing for the 2016 Road Reconstruction Plan was approved as presented on motion by Baker, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously.  
 
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Mike Ebner, Bruce Hovland, Joyce Iverson, Shawn Koetz, Craig and Kristin Dittman, Josh Rasmussen, and Mark Rasmussen.

FINANCIALS – The Projected Final December Claims are at $ 37,152.42. The December 31, 2015 Now Acct Balance is estimated at $ 176,464.41 plus Receipts: (includes: Second Half of Property Taxes)         

INVESTMENT CD Renewals at RSB: Two Equipment Fund CD Renewals, one for $15,346.59 and one for $12,017.92; One Water Fund CD Renewal for $20,462.13, One Office Technology CD Renewal for $20,462.13, One Major Roads CD Renewal for $76,732.91, and One Building Investment Fund CD Renewal for $112,541.60, which all mature on 12/19/2015.
 
The Financials and Investments were approved on motion by Rasmussen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 
                            
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Certify Estimated Final Unpaid Bills to Fillmore County Auditor – The Certified Final Unpaid Bills to the Fillmore County Auditor is estimated at $3,777.16, minus any payments received until December 22nd approved on motion by Rasmussen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously.
Review 2015-2016 Goals for the City of Rushford Village – The City Council reviewed the 2015 accomplished goals and the goals to reach for 2016.
Clerk’s MN State Notary Public Stamp – The Council approved the Clerk’s request to obtain a State Notary Public Stamp at the cost of $140.00 on motion by Rasmussen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-12-15.01 - Acknowledging the Donation of $6,542.64 from the Rushford Community Foundation Grant towards the new flooring in the Rushford Village Community Center. The Council approved the resolution on motion by Baker, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously. Clerk Mart will also mail a Thank you letter on the behalf of the Council to the foundation as well.
Pay Equity Update/Status – The Clerks and Treasurer Positions are separate offices and not combined as a Clerk-Treasurer position would be. The City of Rushford Village is a Statutory A City, but the city never made an Ordinance to combine both positions. However, the Clerk has and is doing job duties for both the Clerk and the Treasurer positions. Attorney Manion advised the Council of two options the city could use at this point. 1) Change the Ordinance and combine the positions or 2) allocate more of the Clerk’s duties back to the Treasurer. The Clerk verses the Clerk-Treasurer job points changes the compliance the city would have. If the Clerk’s job points are 275 for the combined Clerk/Treasurer position the City would be out of compliance and if we listed her points at 228 for the Clerk only the City would now be compliant. Attorney Manion suggests that the Clerk’s job 
[bookmark: _GoBack]points be at 228 not at 275 for the City Clerk/Treasurer combined which again would make us non-compliant. In addition, the Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor job points would be at 242 and Public Works -Maintenance Assistant at 136. Mayor Johnson advised that we change these job point numbers prior to year-end, so we can adjust the wages for next year. Attorney Manion suggests that the Clerk’s wages be adjusted/increase of $2.00, and see if this satisfies Pay Equity and Minnesota Management and Budget. Councilor Rasmussen emphasized the importance of resolving this ongoing issue before the end of the year.
     
7:30 PM – 2016 FINAL LEVY AND BUDGET MEETING: The Council reviewed the proposed Final 2016 Levy and Budget with the Road Reconstruction Plan in mind. The Council agreed that an increase would be needed if we want to complete any future road projects, as we have been falling behind. The City of Rushford Village has lowered the levy in previous years when they should have been increasing it. Mayor Johnson explained all the increases the city has endured over the last few years; as well as the continual cuts of nearly 20% (twenty percent) in the city’s LGA funding every year. The Council discussed an increase with the thoughts of the Rushford Village residents on their minds, but in order to complete, the needed projects the Council approved on motion by Baker, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously to set the Final Levy at $425,000 for 2016. Therefore, Resolution No. 2015-12-15.02 Adopting Property Tax Levy Collectible in 2016 was approved on motion by Baker, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING ON AMENDMENTS TO SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE NO. 11, AND THE CAMPGROUND ORDINANCE NO. 17. At 7:45 p.m., the Regular Council Meeting was closed and the Public Hearing was opened on a motion by Baker, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously. The Council along with the Planning/Zoning Commission reviewed the proposed amendments to Ordinance No. 11, which included subsections 407, 501, 602, and 702 and discussed the questions and clarifications regarding some of the wording to these amendments. In addition, the Council and Planning and Zoning Commission also reviewed the proposed amendments to Ordinance No. 17 which included subsection 302.02.07 and numbering changes as well as the definitions which now will be consistent with the other Ordinances. With no further input received from the public, the Public Hearing was closed at 8:30 p.m., and the Regular Council Meeting was re-opened on motion by Rasmussen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. After further discussion, the Planning/Zoning Commission’s recommendation to the Council is to accept Ordinance No. 11 and Ordinance No. 17 as presented with amendments. Therefore, the Council approved on motion by Rasmussen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

PLANNING-ZONING: Planning-Zoning Administrator Pettit had no new permits to report. However, he had one inquiry regarding Robert Brand’s 43 acres for sale. Mr. Pettit also reported that Mayor Johnson, Planning/Zoning Commissioner Mike Ebner and himself met with Vern Bunke an walked his property along Highway 16 East. 
 
OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: CRV Annual Council Meeting, Tuesday, January 5th, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. CRV Council Chambers; Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce's Annual Meeting, Tuesday, January 26 at 12 noon

Next Mtgs: Council: January 5th, and January 19th, 2016; Zoning: January 14th, 2016 6am, CRV Office. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:42 p.m. by Baker, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously. 
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