CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE MINUTES OF August 21, 2018
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
43038 State Hwy 30, Rushford Village, Minnesota  55971-5167
                                                
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The August 21, 2018 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers. Council members present: Dennis Overland, Mike Ebner, Richard Smith and Chad Rasmussen; Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, Attorny Thomas Manion, Public Works Supervisor Travis Scheck, Treasurer Judy Graham and Clerk Mary Miner.  	    				           

AGENDA was approved as presented                       		  	      Motion by Overland 2nd by Ebner. Carried.  

MINUTES of the August 7, Regular Council and Continued August 13, 2018 Rushford Fire Dept. Mill Rate Meeting were approved as read								    Motion by Overland 2nd by Rasmussen. Carried.  .  
CITIZENS /OTHERS PRESENT /WISHING TO BE HEARD: Bryce Lange-CEDA, Don Ramsden-MN DNR, David Schmidt-Nature Conservancy, Margaret Schueler, Wayne Woxland, Derek Olinger-Bolton & Menk, Scott Bestul-TCR, Kirsten Zoellner-FCJ
· Ken Rislov:  Did not attend-Scheck spoke to Ken Rislov prior to the meeting regarding his yard/culvert issue 
· SE MN Regional Economic Study Presentation: Bryce Lange, CEDA, reported on the SE MN Regional Economic Study Presentation held in Chatfield.  Everything is still in the preliminary stage with hopes the study will be complete in September.  Lange does feel the study will be very beneficial with determining what avenues CRV should be pursuing. 
· Land Forum Meeting:  Bryce Lange, CEDA, reported he sent out letters to CRV Residents, developers and potentially bankers who might be interested in buying, selling or developing land.  His hope is to make connections with CRV landowners who may be interested, now or in the future, to develop or sell their land for residential or industrial development.  Lange has been reaching out to CRV Residents regarding possible development but has not been successful.  Lange would like to educate the Residents about possible loans and grants that may be available.  Mayor Johnson stated there is a need for both residential and industrial development.  Lange stated there are a lot more positives than negatives for CRV.  The Land Forum Meeting is Thursday, September 13, 2018 at 6:00 pm at the CRV Hall
· Schuler Land Sale:  David Schmidt, Nature Conservancy and Don Ramsden, MN DNR along with Margaret Schueler and Wayne Woxland were present to inform the Council of the sale of approximately 940 acres of the  Margaret and Elmer Schueler land to the Nature Conservancy.  Approximately 637 acres is located in the City of Rushford Village of which 7 is cultivated crops, 414 forest, 175 pasture/grassland and 41 other (developed, etc). 
Schmidt reported a purchase agreement has been signed for the Schueler land and the land would be transferred over to the MN DNR for a wildlife management area.
Johnson voiced concerns regarding the loss of tax dollars to CRV and the fact that MN DNR already owns a substantial amount of CRV land.  CRV does receive a small amount from Fillmore County for PILT (payment in lieu of taxes) and Wildlife but it is not certain these payments will continue.  Johnson does not feel crop or developable land should be sold to the MN DNR and bluff/forest land should be used for MN DNR purposes. The loss of this tax revenue then is distributed to all other CRV Residents.
Rasmussen stated he does not feel the Council has the right to dictate what a landowner does with their property and the rest of the Council was in agreement with that statement.
Ebner stated he is looking forward to having an area for hunting as it is getting more difficult to find private property to hunt on and he feels there will be revenue for the area generated by those coming to hunt and fish.

Schuler Land Sale Cont.:  
Pettit shared possibly a give and take could be arranged and written into the purchase agreement with Fillmore County regarding the tax dollars they are awarded from the MN DNR because it is non-taxable property at that point. CRV would then be treated like a Township is this instance.
David Schmidt and Don Ramsden both stated that to be able to have the opportunity to purchase this type of property does not come along often.  Ramsden stated in general less than 10% of the total forest area in SE Minnesota is public, the problem is you get big areas like this were there are big concentrations.  Ramsden stated the MN DNR gets multiple requests from landowners who want to sell their land.  There are criteria the land must meet before MN DNR will consider the purchase and because of this a lot of the land offered for sale is not purchased.  The Schueler property offers so much in the way of hunting and fishing but it also offers a wide range of native grass and plant species as well as flat areas and County Road 27 for easy access.
Margaret Schueler said a lot of thought has gone into what they should do with their land.  She would like to see that land preserved as it has been for years and be enjoyed by others for hunting and fishing. She also hopes the school will be able to take advantage of the land to teach the students.
David Schmidt and Don Ramsden both stated they understand the frustration of the Council and he will share those concerns with the Fillmore County Board of Commissioners when they meet with them.  No date has been set for this meeting.  Overland asked they inform CRV when the meeting will take place so someone from CRV has the opportunity to be present.  CRV Council thanked the group for informing them of this land sale and plans.

FINANCIALS:   Expenses through August 15, 2018 $48,154.96. Estimated August expenses $69,000.00
Graham reported CD Renewals continue at the current advertised prices								
Motion to approve the financials as presented			             Motion by Overland, 2nd by Rasmussen. Carried.
· Graham and Miner will provide the Finance Committee with the 2018 receipts and disbursements to review.

1)     PLANNING / ZONING–Pettit: New Permits /inquiries/updates;	
New Permits:
#1282-Tyler Fabian-Repair Deck-Pour Concrete Slab
#1283-Robert Forsythe- Re-Roof ½ (South Side) Barn  
· Pettit had an inquiry from Robert Brand regarding putting a trailer house on his property after his home burned.  Brand was told the trailer house would have to meet HUD specifications, which it did.  Brand is not certain what his plans are at this time.
· Jonathan Peterson inquired about installing an outdoor boiler on his property located along Tower Ridge Road.  Peterson was told as long as he installs one with the correct EPA color code/specifications there should not be a problem
		
2)     ROADS/WATER/SEWER:
· Benson Lane: 
· Derek Olinger, Bolton & Menk, completed the final specs and contract for the Benson Lane Project.  
· After reviewing the updated specs and contract written by Bolton & Menk, Ryan Oian, Generation X, submitted a quote in the amount of $49,470.00.  Other contractors were contacted but none submitted a quote/estimate.  
Motion made to accept the quote from Generation X in the amount of $49,470.00
															       Motion by Overland 2nd by Ebner. Carried.  
· CRV has funds available to pay for the Benson Lane Project and will not need to finance the project
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Bolton and Menk will oversee the project and will be present during culvert placement and to test the concrete but will take every opportunity to remove themselves when they are not needed on site and will selective about what they are present for.  Olinger estimated these engineering services would be an additional cost of $5,000.00 - $10,000.00

· Benson Lane Cont.: 
· Olinger will send Generation X notice of award and finalize the contract
· Olinger estimated it will take 2 weeks plus to complete the project.  Timeframe to complete the project looks like later October but Generation X may have window in September to complete this project.
· Resolution 2018-8-21, Awarding the Bid for the 2018 Benson Lane Creek Crossing to Generation X was reviewed
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2018-8-21, Awarding the Bid for the 2018 Benson Lane Creek Crossing to 					Generation X										                    Motion by Overland 2nd by Ebner. Carried
· Main Street Water Diversion (lip):	 The previous contractors contacted were not interested in this project.  Scheck meet with Dean from Asphalt Armor Sealcoating & Paving LLC to get an estimate.  
· Water Tank Inspection and Cleaning:  Engineering America, the company the Council approved to do the water tank inspection and cleaning is no longer in business.  Scheck has contacted other companies for new quotes.
· Scheck will be making a call to have annual pump maintenance done to the sewer lift station    
· Fillmore Co. SWCD/Highway Dept Integrated Roadside Mgmt Workshop:  
Motion made to have Scheck attend this free workshop on Tuesday, August 28th in Preston
															    Motion by Rasmussen 2nd by Smith. Carried.  

 3)  OTHER:
· FC Journal Emergency Response Signature Ad: 
 Motion made to purchase a signature ad for the Emergency Response Salute in the Fillmore County Journal for 		$38.00	
														   Motion by Overland, 2nd by Rasmussen. Carried.
· There is an open seat to be filled on the CRV Council

4)  OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: 
September 13, Thursday-Land Forum Meeting-CEDA-Bryce Lange-CRV Hall @ 6:00P.M
September 19 thru 24, Wednesday thru Monday-Miner on Vacation
September 20-Thursday-Candidates’ Forum for Fillmore County Auditor-Treasurer and Sheriff
					Mabel Community Center, 201 Main St, Mabel MN-6:30 pm-8:30 pm
October 8 thru 12, Monday thru Friday-Miner on Vacation

Next Mtgs: Council: September 4 & September 18, 2018-7:00pm at CRV Office
   Zoning: September 13, 2018, 6:00am at CRV Office

Motion to Adjourn Regular Council Meeting by Overland, 2nd by Rasmussen at 8:06 p.m.

