CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 18, 2020 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

43038 State Hwy 30, Rushford Village, Minnesota  55971-5167

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag














     

The February 18, 2020 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Dennis Overland at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers. Council Members present: Mike Ebner, Roger Knutson and Robert Hart; Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Joseph O’Koren, Treasurer Judy Graham and City Clerk Mary Miner.
 



      Absent: Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck 
AGENDA was approved
  









          Motion by Knutson, 2nd by Hart. Carried.  
MINUTES from the February 4, 2020 Amy Peterson Parcel Split Public Hearing and Regular Council Meeting Minutes were approved as presented






                    Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Hart. Carried.  
CITIZENS/OTHERS PRESENT: Kent Whitcomb-MiEnergy, Eric Udelhofen-OneEnergy, Donna Fowler, George Graham, Kirsten Zoellner-Fillmore County Journal
· Donna Fowler addressed the Council with concerns about snow being piled by the stop sign at Sherwood and Plummer.  Fowler stated when the snow melts there is no outlet for the water and she is afraid it will cause their house to flood. Donna would like CRV to plow the snow into the ditch across the road. Ebner stated the snow so far this year has been a dryer snow compared to last year so that is going for us even though there could be a lot more winter to come. Ebner also explained snow should not be piled and packed into the ditch across the road along Sherwood because this could cause a dam and this is where the water needs to be able to run and drain.  Overland stated part of the problem is there is not a ditch on the Fowler side of Sherwood because the Fowlers did not want a ditch but the ditch will probably have to be put back in.  Overland stated it is winter and there is snow piled all over and not only in this area.  Ebner and Overland explained the problem is not the snow being piled at the stop sign but from snow above that melts and runs downhill.  Fowler stated Thieret did come and remove some of the snow.  Overland asked Pettit, snowplow driver, if he has any suggestions.  Pettit said this is a unique area and he does not think there is not a better place to pile the snow. If he were to pile it on the other side of Plummer it could plug the culvert preventing drainage and plowing it across Sherwood into the ditch could cause a dam which would prevent the water from draining away.  The Council understands her concerns and does have Bolton and Menk looking at ways to improve the drainage issues in South Rushford
FINANCIALS – Expenses through February 15, 2020 $15,990.22      Estimated February expenses $25,000.00

CD’s renewing at current advertised rates













Motion made to approve the Financials as presented

                           Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ebner Carried.        
PLANNING/ZONING: New Permits/Inquiries/Updates:
New Permits:  


#1364-Amy Peterson-Sub Division/Parcel Split-Aspen Rd 



#1365-MiEnergy/OneEnergy Solar Array-Cooperative Way



#1366-CRV/OneEnergy Solar Array-State Highway 30 

Permit Status/Projects in Process/Inquiries:

· Pettit reported the James & Beth Schueler property at 41178 State Hwy 16 was sold and a clothing boutique will be opening in that location this spring.  Fred Engelhart is the new owner
· Charles-CEDA-will reach out to Engelharts when they open their new business and welcome them to CRV.  Hart thinks this is a great idea and thinks all CRV businesses should be recognized.  Charles will draft a letter for the Council to review.
· Eric Udelhofen-CRV/OneEnergy Solar Array Lease Agreement: Udelhofen and Whitcomb were present to answer any remaining questions. 
· Knutson, Hart and Attorney O’Koren have reviewed the response from Udelhofen to questions and concerns the Council had.  They feel everything is in order and the rental agreement can be signed.
· Overland questioned what will be done with the property at the end of the lease agreement in regards to ground cover.  During the lease period Udelhofen stated a pollenator mix as recommended by the DNR will be used and at the end of the lease bare spots would be replanted with the same mix. Overland stated how the area is to be reseeded at the end of the lease agreement could be part of the Interim Use Permit requirements.  Hart asked if the DNR would expect CRV to leave the pollinator mix for an infinite period of time or can it be reseeded and mowed. Hart stated the pollinator mix is typically designed for long term. Udelhofen responded the storm water permit issued by the DNR basically covers the period of constuction and after construction the the mix that was agreed to with the DNR has to be established.  Once the DNR feels the pollinator mix is established they will release the permit.  After the DNR has released the storm water permit they no longer involved.  
· Agreement was signed by Acting Mayor Overland
· Ebner will the be CRV contact person for any questions during construction of the solar array
· Knutson asked that CRV be included in any groundbreaking events
· Featherstone Farm Interim Use Permit: Nothing to report.  Pettit will be contacting Hedin.  The Interim Use Permit annual review will continue to take place
ROADS/WATER/SEWER: 
·     Part-Time Maintenance Person: A few suggestions for revising job duties.  
· Class A license required

· Fill in when supervisor is away and be able to work alone
· Add reclaimer to list of equipment they would be expected to operate
· Knutson suggested reviewing the language as it pretains to the water and sewer licenses.  Suggested the wording should be changed to “within a reasonable timeframe”
· Catch all added to cover any other jobs that may need to be done that are not listed

OTHER: 
· Rebecca Charles-2019 Annual Report, January Update, AARP Grant:

· Charles provided the Council her 2019 Annual Report and January 2020 Monthly Report

· Charles presented the Council with the opportunity to apply for an AARP Grant which could be used to construct an ADA compliant playground at the CRV Hall/Community Center location.  The grant is for short term projects and requires a 10% match.  The application is due April 1st, winners are announced the end of May and the project has to be completed by November.  They are looking for projects that are all inclusive and will bring different age groups together.  
· Knutson asked if the playground should be constructed at the CRV Hall site or the South Rushford Park site.  Miner stated she feels the best location would be the CRV Hall site.  This would allow the option for a hall rental and use of the playground.  Miner also stated it would have to be understood if someone is renting the hall the ADA playground would be available to anyone at any time and would not be closed during hall rentals.
· Charles estimates $100,000.00, CRV match would be $10,000.00, would allow for a very nice playground.  She showed the Council a couple different playground options as well as stand alone pieces of playground equipment.
· Charles stated she would be asking various businesses and agencies to provide monitary support so the CRV portion may not be the whole $10,000.00

· Charles stated she could work on the application and when it comes back if CRV is awarded the grant at that time the Council could decide if they would like to move forward with the project.  If CRV was awarded a grant and the Council decides against doing the project it would not hurt CRV.  Charles does not want to start looking for quotes for the playground equipment if the Council is not interested in doing the project.

· Knutson stated there will be maintenance and cost associated with any project like this
· The price of the kits includes installation of the playground equipment
· Ebner stated he would like to see a playground structure instead of multiple stand alone pieces

Motion made to allow Rebecca Charles to apply for the AARP grant in the amount of $100,000.00 of which a 


  match of 10% or $10,000.00 would be required from CRV












     

     
                       Motion by Hart, 2nd by Knutson Carried.  
· Charles will also be appling for a DNR Grant in addition to the AARP Grant that could be used to provide the base for under the playground, bathrooms, signs, parking lot, walking paths to the playground equipment
· Charles has completed the land inventory and there are approximately 300 parcels which is about 154 land owners she will be sending the letter and survey to.  April will be the deadline for residents to return the survey to CRV.  Charles proposed a budget of $500.00 to cover that cost of paper, envelopes, postage and remit envelopes with postage for returning the surverys
Motion made to set budget for letter and land survey mailing at $500.00          


















        Motion by Knutson, 2nd by Ebner Carried.  
· Charles will include a map of CRV with the survey so landowners can mark where they would like see new amenities and what those amenities might be
· Charles will also be reaching out the the MN DNR to find out what their plans are for their properties.  The DNR was looking at doing some trails so Charles will see if CRV take advantage of that too.  Knutson will talk with Rushford to see if they are working on something similar that CRV, MN DNR and Rushford could work together on
· R-P Community Service-Summer Recreation 2020 Donation:  $500.00 was donated in 2019.  This items will be added to the Annual Meeting Agenda
Motion made to donate $500.00 to 2020 R-P Community Service-Summer Recreation          























         Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ebner Carried.  

· Vacant Council Seat:  One letter of interest was received from Todd Baker, who was previously on the Council.  Overland stated there is interest from a couple other citizens who did not turn in a letter but have talked to Overland recently.  Overland will be speaking with one of those residents this week.   Knutson stated Overland should investigate that possibility.  Filling vacant council seat was tabled
· AcenTek Video Franchise Agreement:  Attorney O’Koren reviewed the agreement.  This is a 10 year agreement.  AcenTek will supply video hookup to the CRV Hall and Community Center at no charge
Motion made to approve the AcenTek Video Franchise Agreement     Motion by Hart, 2nd by Knutson Carried.  

· Resolution 2020-2-18-Supporting Infrustructure Accountability: The LMC is asking cities to support this resolution that would authorize cities to collect infrastructure development fees to fund municipal street improvements as a nesessary component of growth 
Motion made to approve Resolution 2020-2-18-Supporting Infrustructure Accountability


















  Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Knutson Carried.  

  OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: 


March 3, Tuesday-Presidential Nomination Primary (PNP) Election-At CRV-No Regular Council Meeting
Next Meetings-   Council: March 17 & April 7, 2020, 7:00 pm at CRV Office

  



   Zoning:  April 21, 2020, 5:30 pm at CRV Office


Motion  to Adjourn the Regular Council Meeting at 8:01 pm by Knutson, 2nd by Hart. Carried.

