CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE MINUTES OF MARCH 17, 2020 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

43038 State Hwy 30, Rushford Village, Minnesota  55971-5167

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag














     

The March 17, 2020 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Dennis Overland at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Community Center (COVID-19 Precautions). Council Members present: Mike Ebner, Roger Knutson, Robert Hart and Rick Ruberg; Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Joseph O’Koren, Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck and City Clerk Mary Miner.
 



      Absent: Treasurer Judy Graham
AGENDA was approved with the addition how to address citizens concerns when they come to a meeting



















       Motion by Knutson, 2nd by Ebner. Carried.  

Acting Mayor Overland recommeneded Rick Ruberg to fill the Council Seat vacated when Gordon Johnson resigned as Mayor and Overland was appointed Acting Mayor.

Motion made to appoint Rick Ruberg to the CRV Council.  

                           Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ebner. Carried.  
Clerk Miner administered the Oath of Office to Ruberg.  This seat will be on the 2020 General Election ballot as a 4 year Council Seat term.  There is now a vacant Planning and Zoning seat.
MINUTES from the February 18, 2020 Regular Council Meeting Minutes were approved as presented






                    










                       Motion by Knutson, 2nd by Hart. Carried. 
Addition to Agenda:  How to address citizens concerns when they come to speak at a meeting.

Knutson suggested the citizen should be allowed to state the reason they are at the meeting.  After the citizen has made their statement if the Council has questions, they can ask them.  At this point the citizen would be told the Council will look into the matter.  This would allow time for the Council to research the situation and make an informed decision.  The citizen would be informed of the Council findings in a reasonable amount of time.  Hart agrees with what Knutson but feels it would be up to the Mayor/Acting Mayor to address the citizen unless a Council member has a question.  Knutson said we cannot try to solve the citizens concern right then and there but take time to think it through.  Ebner stated a time limit should be set which states the amount of time a citizen has to address the Council.  O’Koren will draft a policy for the Council to review.
CITIZENS/OTHERS PRESENT: Derek Olinger-Bolton & Menk, Kirsten Zoellner-Fillmore County Journal, Scott Bestul-Tri-County Record
FINANCIALS – February Expenses $27,536.58 February Receipts $7,413.65, Outstanding Checks as of 2/29/2020 $12,814.44, Bank Balance as of 2/29/2020 $71,978.04

Expenses through March 15, 2020 $11,552.74       



Estimated March expenses $35,000.00 
CD’s renewing at current advertised rates
               

Motion made to approve the Financials as presented

                                         Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ebner Carried. 
· Hart asked monthly estimated receipts be added to future agendas
PLANNING/ZONING: New Permits/Inquiries/Updates:
New Permits:  


#1367-Fred Engelhart-Doors,Windows,Ceiling Tiles-State Highway 16 


Permit Status/Projects in Process/Inquiries:

· Featherstone Farm Interim Use Permit: Pettit and Jack Hedin have completed the yearly walk through at the Peterson Farm for the Interim Use Permit
· The Planning and Zoning Board approved the Interim Use Permit with the revisions at their March 17, 2020 meeting and Pettit brought it to the Council with a favorable recommendation 
· Jack Hedin, Featherstone Fruits & Vegetables, is asking to increase the number of people allowed to live on the Peterson Farm from 7 to 15 which would have to be approved by the Department of Labor after they do their inspections.  This would allow for up to 12 in the house, 2 in the granary and 1 in the cabin.
· Condition #6 was added:  No person will move into the house until the application is approved by the appropriate State Agency and approved documentation is received at CRV
· Knutson questioned who would be responsible to follow up if someone living there would have a complaint about living conditions.  Pettit stated CRV would not have anything to do with any complaints of this nature.
Motion made to approve the revised Featherstone Fruits & Vegetables Interim Use Permit for 2020-2021 as presented


















            Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ruberg Carried.

ROADS/WATER/SEWER: 
·  Derek Olinger-South Rushford Drainage Project Update:

· Planning for phase one, ditch grading at Sherwood & North side of Highway 43 and Meadow Ave & North side of Highway 16, is 95% complete.  Items that will need to be completed are plans will need to be sent to private utility companies for anything in the right of way that may need to be moved, lowered, worked around, get a grading permit from MN DOT and aquire drainage easments from residents whose land this will affect
· Ditches will be pretty flat with an approximate 10 to 1 grade with a ditch bottom of approximately 6 feet wide.  The ditches will probably hold a little water in the ditch.  
· The purpose of the Sherwood/Highway 43 ditch grading is to one day have the opportunity to lower and upsize the culverts that are crossing the highways
· Olinger will contact landowners regarding the drainage easments.  Most easments do not specify the rate of water that will be discharged. Easements will stay with the property if it is sold.  Water discharge rates can be discussed with the landowner if needed
· No crops will be planted in the drainage ditches.  They would be planted with grass and ditches should be mowed by CRV to allow for better drainage.  In the ditch at Sherwood and Highway 43 Kopperud asked that a tree that is planted there not be hurt so the plan was modified to accomadate his wishes
· Olinger will contact Tufte to let them know what will be happening but their property should not be impacted
· Knutson asked when this project will start.  Olinger said the easements have to be in place before any work can start and that process can take some time
· Olinger estimates the construction cost for this project is approximately $100,000.00 but it is a smaller project so pricing varies and he is hoping this is a high estimate.  It will be under the competive bidding threshold so a whole project manual does not need to be done.
· Olinger stated it is important citizens understand phase one of the project will not eliminate the drainage issues in South Rushford but should allow better drainage. This is not the end solution and will not solve all the drainage problems in South Rushford.
· Olinger will talk with MN DOT about replacement of the culvert at Sherwood and Highway 43 when MN DOT is doing work on Highway 43 in 2022 or 2023
· 2017 Case TR340 Skidsteer-Extended Warranty Options:  After reviewing extended warranty options and on recommendation from Scheck an extended warranty will not be purchased. 
Motion made to not purchase extended warranty for 2017 Case TR340

 Motion by Knutson, 2nd by Ebner. Carried.  

· 2020 Rock Bids:  In 2019 rock was not spread by June 15th because the product was not available.  Rock was received after July rain event to fix damaged roads. Usually all roads have to some rock spread on them each year.  The retriever was not used much in 2019 because of weather conditions.
The bid request is for 3000 cubic yards of Class 2 crushed rock wearing course that meets MN DOT requirements, to be delivered by the cubic yard and spread or stockpiled, or picked up at the quarry pile. Must be spread on roads by June 15, 2020 and stockpiled for winter use in September or October, 2020. Penalties may be imposed if rock is delayed.  Please specify price per ton and price per yard.  Bids must include a Certificate of Insurance and be received by the Rushford Village City Clerk, 43038 State Highway 30, Rushford Village, MN 55971-5167 no later than 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21, 2020.  Please label outside of envelope “2020 ROCK BID”.

Motion  made to advertise for rock bids as presented in the Tri-County Record and Fillmore County Journal and 

   


   send letters to Bruening Rock, Milestone Materials and Kruckow Ready Mix & Rock Products.















                  Motion by Ebner 2nd by Ruberg. Carried
· South Rushford Drain Pump:  Ebner reported a circuit keeps tripping.  Jerry Kopperud, Norman’s Electric, was contacted to look into this.  Kopperud told Ebner there are some issues with the pump and some leaks associated with a blue hose.  Ebner asked Kopperud to talk with Knutson regarding findings and suggestions for repairs.  Kopperud is not able to fix this, a plumber will need to be contacted.  Kopperud did suggest installing an alternating switch so both pumps run alternating and will provide an estimate to have this installed.  Ebner stated the drain is dry at this time so now would be the time to make repairs.  Scheck will follow up with contacting a plumber and Norman’s Electric
Motion made to allow Scheck to follow up on the pump problems and contact a plumber to fix the pump and replace the 


 blue hose with a hard hose and get an estimate from Norman’s Electric to install an alternating switch

   



















   Motion by Ebner 2nd by Knutson. Carried
OTHER: 
· Gordon Johnson-23 Years of Service to CRV:  Johnson was unable to attend. The plaque will be given to Johnson.  Johnson served CRV as a Council Member for 7 years (1993-1996 & 2011-2013) and Mayor for 16 Years (2001-2010 & 2014-2019)
· Part-Time Maintenance Person: A few suggestions for revising job duties.  

· Class A license required at the time of hire or would be expected to obtain one in specified amount of time providing they have a Class B license.  CRV would not be responsible to pay for time or expenses to obtain a Class A license.  Miner will research what extra needs to be done to go from a Class B to a Class A license so they would be able to drive the F450 pulling the big trailer
· Knutson suggested reviewing the language as it pretains to the water and sewer licenses.  Suggested the wording should be changed to “within a reasonable timeframe”

· Knutson suggested adding the word “water” after Class D
· Knutson stated a “any other duties assigned”  should be added to cover things not specifically listed
· Response time was discussed.  Scheck stated his understanding was there is a response time of 30-45 minutes from home.  Response time would depend on the weather and road conditions. Ebner stated there needs to be a reasonable response time, the person cannot live a hour away so it would take 2 hours to get to work if there was a snow storm or and emergency.  Scheck suggested a response time of 30 minutes with normal driving conditions.  O’Koren suggested changing the response time language from time allowed to respond to within a certain mileage parameter.   
· Rebecca Charles-February Update:  Charles did not attend the meeting.  Council was provided with her February update to review.  Land survey letters have been sent and she is working on the AARP Grant
· Equipment:  Scheck stated the equipment list needs to be updated that shows what the life expectancy is for each piece of equipment.  This would help to develop a rotation for replacing equipment instead of everything needing to be replaced at about the same time.  Knutson asked if there is a replacement fund set a side for each piece of equipment.  Right now there is the heavy equipment fund that is used when a piece of equipment needs to be replaced.  Miner did not know if having individual funds would be beneficial right now because the cash flow is not there and all the funds would need to be used if a new piece of equipment needed to be purchased.  Overland stated it might be nice to have it broken down to see what is there for each piece of equipment.
· Scheck reported Kyle Chiglo has offered to help with road grading.  Overland stated Arendahl Township has also been contacted.  CRV has a mutual aid agreement with Arendahl Township so they should be contacted if help is needed.  CRV would be interested in entering into a mutual aid agreement with Norway Township.
  OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: 


April 21-Tuesday-Local Board of Appeal & Equalization (LBOAE)-6:30-7:00 pm at CRV Hall Office

Next Meetings-   Council: April 7 & April 21, 2020, 7:00 pm at CRV Office

  



   Zoning:  April 21, 2020, 5:30 pm at CRV Office




   LBOAE:  April 21, 2020, 6:30-7:00 pm at CRV Office


Motion  to Adjourn the Regular Council Meeting at 8:19 pm by Knutson, 2nd by Hart. Carried.

