CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE MINUTES OF APRIL 21, 2020
 LBOAE AND 
REGULAR COUNCIL ZOOM MEETING MINUTES

43038 State Hwy 30, Rushford Village, Minnesota  55971-5167
  Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Hearing

Acting Mayor Overland called the Local Board of Appeals and Equalization (LBOAE) hearing to order at 6:30 pm.  Due to COVID-19 concerns and the Stay at Home Order by Governor Walz this was conducted as a ZOOM meeting.  Present for the LBOAE Hearing:  Council members: Mike Ebner (LBOAE Certified), Roger Knutson (LBOAE Certified), Robert Hart (LBOAE Certified) and Rick Ruberg; Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Joseph O’Koren, Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck, Treasurer Judy Graham and Clerk Mary Miner.
Others Present:  Roxane Alden, Fillmore County Property Appraiser/CMA, Brian Hoff, Fillmore County Property Appraiser/CMA-IQ, Rebecca Charles-CEDA, Kirsten Zollner-Fillmore County Journal.  There were no citizens present.
Roxane Alden explained due to COVID-19 they were not allowed to travel to each city and because of turnover at Fillmore County the information that is normally provided to the City for the LBOAE meeting was not available.  They are not allowed to go out and reassess at this time so any appeals would be handled a little differently.
Alden explained what the Local Board of Appeals can and cannot do.  Local Boards can:  1.  Reduce or increase the total estimated market value of the property but not a component of the property.  2. Add a property to the assessment list  3.  Add improvements to the assessment list.  4.  Change classification on a property if it qualifies for a new classification  

Local Boards cannot:  1.  Consider prior years assessments.  2.  Order percent increases or decreases on an entire class of a property.  3.  Reduce the aggregate assessment by more tha 1 percent.  4.  Exempt properties  5.  Make changes benefitting a property owner who refuses entry by the assessor.  
All appeals must be factual and have supporting evidence which may include an appraisal done, comparable sales of the property in order for the classifications to be changed.  
MN Department of Revenue rules on equalizations and do a median sales ratio.  MN DOR need 6 sales in any taxing dictrict to have a sample for the State order.  MN DOR has Fillmore County be between 90% and 105% of the market value and if the numbers come in below they have Fillmore County increase. Rushford Village had an increase of the residential because the median ratio due to the sales study came in at 81.99 and it needs to be between 90% and 105% and that consisted of 10 sales in that study.
Knutson stated his understanding is many of  the Townships and Cities have changed to Open Book.  Alden stated a higher percentage do have Open Book, about 1/3 hold their own LBOAE meeting.  Knutson stated the fact that Councils come and go it might be good to go with Open Book down the road so those with a background in this are making the decisions.  Having an open book would eliminate an extra step for the residents and it would eliminate the need for Council members to be certified.  Brian Hoff stated the main benefit to keep the LBOAE meeting with CRV is the grassroots level control with the local board and some see by giving up the LBOAE as one more way to get rid of local boards and go to a more centralized County type government when in fact the local boards have a better idea of what is going on in their area.  It might be easier for a citizen to talk to the local board.  There is a 3 year minimum for open book. If CRV continued with LBOAE meeting the County Assessors office is available to help make decisions but the control would remain with the local board. 
Overland stated this will be reviewed later.  Alden will provide information regarding what CRV is able to do as the Local Board of Appeals as well as information regarding what needs to be done to switch from LBOAE to Open Book. 
Alden stated within the next 2 years the Assessor should be doing the every 5 year site visits for CRV but any properties that may not be classified correctly should be brought to the attention of the Assessor so they can do a site visit. Email the Name, Parcel Number, Address and Contact Information for the property in question to the Fillmore County Assessor.
Motion to Close the LBOAE Hearing at 7:02 pm



                         Motion by Hart 2nd by Knutson. Carried

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag













     

The April 21, 2020 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Dennis Overland at 7:05 p.m. Due to COVID-19 concerns and the Stay at Home Order by Governor Walz this was conducted as a ZOOM meeting. Council Members present: Mike Ebner, Roger Knutson, Robert Hart and Rick Ruberg; Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Joseph O’Koren, Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck, Treasurer Judy Graham and City Clerk Mary Miner.
 



      

AGENDA was approved as presented








           Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ruberg. Carried.  

MINUTES from the March 17, 2020 Regular Council Meeting Minutes were approved as presented






                    










                                 Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ebner. Carried. 
CITIZENS/OTHERS PRESENT: Rebecca Charles-CEDA, Kirsten Zoellner-Fillmore County Journal
FINANCIALS – March Expenses $27,090.71, March Receipts $10,681.76, Outstanding Checks as of 3/31/2020 $15,868.84, Bank Balance as of 3/31/2020 $59,725.83                     

Estimated April Receipts $14,000.00-Estimated April expenses $22,000.00-Expenses through April 15, 2020 $12,164.96

CD’s renewing at current advertised rates


Change 2020 beginning balance from $42,987.88 to $44,090.22 due to voided check 21803-$659.06 and check 21828-$443.28 written in 2019 but voided in 2020
               

Motion made to approve the Financials as presented

                                    Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Ruberg Carried. 
PLANNING/ZONING: New Permits/Inquiries/Updates:
New Permits:  


#1368-Dorothy Pettit-8’x12’ Calf Shelter-State Highway 43


#1369-Jack Hedin 2020-2021 Featherstone Fruits & Veg. Interim Use Permit-Peterson Farm-State Hwy 30



#1370-Robert Forsythe-Replace Tin on 4x70 Feeding Shed-Ridgeview Rd



#1371-Charlie Merchlewitz-Cement Driveway-Nordic Court



#1372-Jack Hedin-14x24 Screen Porch-State Highway 30



#1373-Dave Clobes-Demolition of Barn-Tower Ridge



#1374-Evan Meier-Rebuild Retaining Wall-Plummer St


#1375-Lee Loerch-Enclose & Reroof Carport-Deep River Rd



#1376-Jerome Kopperud-Add Interior Wall to Shed-State Highway 30


Permit Status/Projects in Process/Inquiries:

· Jim Norstad 37.5 kw Solar Array:  Pettit reported Jim Norstad applied for a permit for a 37.5 kW solar array.  The Planning and Zoning Board discussed the application at their April 21, 2020 meeting.  Pettit, on behalf of the Planning and Zoning Board, make a favorable recommendation and asked the Council move forward with the permit process. 
Motion made to set the public hearing date for Tuesday, May 19, 2020 at 6:45 pm at 43038 State Highway 30












              







Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ebner. Carried.

· CRV/OneEnergy/Featherstone Land Lease:  Eric Udelhofen from OneEnergy emailed CRV stating they would not be starting the solar array project until the fall of 2020.  Undelhofen asked if CRV would consider leasing the land to Featherstone Farms for the summer otherwise OneEnergy would have to hire someone to plant a ground cover. The lease would be between CRV and Featherstone.  Overland contacted Jack Hedin from Featherstone Farms to see if they would be interested in leasing 3.5 acres for the summer of 2020 with crops having to be removed by September 30, 2020.  Hedin offered to lease the land at $100.00 per acre.  Joe O’Koren drafted a land lease agreement.  OneEnergy has paid their land rent for 2020.  Per O’Koren the email received is from Udenhofen is all CRV needs to proceed with renting to Featherstone for the summer of 2020.  Land lease payment is due April 30, 2020 from Featherstone.
Motion made to approve 3.5 acre land lease with Featherstone Farms per land lease agreement 


















Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Hart. Carried.

ROADS/WATER/SEWER: 
· Rock Bids Opening: 1 rock bid was received from Bruening Rock Products of Decorah Iowa. Mike Torgerson from Bruening Rock Products was contacted by phone and asked if the bid prices would be lower if diesel prices continued to drop.  Torgerson’s reply was bid prices would not change
2020 Bid:    Class 2- ¾” Road Rock-Unit Price Per Ton F.O.B $8.05/Delivered and Spread $9.35

 
     Class 2- ¾” Road Rock-Unit Price Per Yard F.O.B $10.87/Delivered and Spread $12.62


    
     Ice Rock- Unit Price Per Ton F.O.B $8.94/Delivered and Spread $15.77


           Ice Rock-Unit Price Per Yard F.O.B $12.07/Delivered and Spread $21.29

 Motion made to accept Bruening Rock Products rock bid as presented          Motion by Knutson 2nd by Ruberg. Carried.

· South Rushford Drain Pump Update:  Scheck reported the storm drain pump has not been replaced.  A quote of $1,218.00 for an alternating relay was received from Norman’s Electric.  Knutson questioned if an hour meter should be installed on each pump to make sure both pumps are working the same amount.  Scheck will check into the cost of installing hour meters and see when the new pump will be installed.  Further discussion was tabled until the May 5 meeting to allow Scheck time to gather more information.
· Lift Station Pump/Control Panel Update: 2 quotes were received to replace the lift station control panel.  Norman’s Electric quoted Lift Station Pump Panel $24,000.00 and Installation of Pump Panel $6,000.00, Total Quote $30,000.00-Minnesota Pump Works quoted Lift Station Pump Panel $15,800.00 and Installation of Pump Panel Estimated at $5,000.00 (verbal quote given to Scheck, no written quote was received), Total Quote $20,800.00. 
Ebner questioned the price difference between the quotes and asked Scheck and Knutson to reach out to Tom Kopperud to go over the quote to make sure the quality of the materials are the same.  Further discussion was tabled until the May 5 meeting to allow time to research quotes

· Spring Road Tour:  Due to COVID-19 concerns the spring road tour is moved back to Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 5:30 pm.  Bus will leave from CRV Office
  3)  OTHER:   

· Resolution 2020-4-7-Policy for Concerned Citizens Addressing Council at Meetings:  Joe O’Koren drafted a resolution to adopt a policy to address interested citizens that presented at council meeting.  After reviewing, Hart questioned if number 1 and 3 could be combined and Knutson suggested number 6 start by replacing “Citizens” with “All parties”.  O’Koren will revise the policy to include these changes.  O’Koren asked Miner to look for any previous policies relating to this and forward anything found to him.  A laminated copy of the policy will be placed near the sign in sheet for each meeting as well as be posted on the CRV Website.  Further discussion was tabled until the May 5 meeting
· Spring Clean Up-May 9, 2020:  Due to COVID-19 concerns and the uncertainty of when the Stay at Home Order by Governor Walz will be lifted it was decided to postpone the Spring Clean Up until further notice.
Motion made to postpone the May 9, 2020 Spring Clean Up until further notice due to COVID-19 concerns





















Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Hart. Carried.

· Rebecca Charles-Update:  Charles provided her monthly report.  The AARP Grant has been submitted in the amount of $53,000.00 which includes playground equipment and antimicrobial ground cover.  Grant will be awarded by the end of June.  Charles is in the process of compiling the information from the land surveys and should have the results in May.
OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: 


Next Meetings Council: May 5 & May 19, 2020, 7:00 pm at 43038 State Highway 30
  


            Zoning:  May 19, 2020, 5:30 pm at 43038 State Highway 30




      Public Hearing:  James Norstad Solar Array-May 19, 2020 6:45 pm at 43038 State Highway 30
Motion to Adjourn Zoom Regular Council Meeting at 7:49 p.m., by Hart, 2nd by Ruberg


