CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE MINUTES AUGUST 18, 2020
GARY BROWN SOLAR ARRAY PUBLIC HEARING 6:45
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 7:00 PM 
43038 State Hwy 30, Rushford Village, Minnesota  55971-5167

GARY BROWN 37.5kW GROUND MOUNT SOLAR ARRAY PUBLIC HEARING 6:45 PM
Gary Brown 37.5kW Ground Mount Solar Array Public Hearing was called to order at 6:45 by Acting Mayor 	Dennis Overland in the Rushford Village Community Center (COVID-19 Precautions). Council Members present: Mike Ebner, Roger Knutson, Robert Hart and Rick Ruberg; Planning/Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Joseph O’Koren, and City Clerk Mary Miner.	 				    														 
· Public Present:  Paul Kreidermacher-MinnSolar, Gary Brown, Sarah Brown, Rebecca Charles-CEDA, Kirsten Zoellner-Fillmore County Journal 
· Pettit reported the Planning and Zoning Commission had received and reviewed the 37.5kW Ground Mount Solar Array permit application. 
· Pettit reported the Planning and Zoning Commission recommends the CRV Council approve the permit
· Knutson questioned the setback in regards to an old MN DOT right of way.  Pettit stated he is not aware of an old right of way in that area.  Knutson stated he is not concerned about the solar array being constructed at this location but suggested in the future if a structure is being considered near a State Highway the right of way should be determined before a permit application is granted
Motion made to Close the Public Hearing at 6:54 pm				                    Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Hart. Carried.  

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 7:00 PM

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   
													 
The August 18, 2020 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Dennis Overland at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Rushford Village Community Center (COVID-19 Precautions). Council Members: Mike Ebner, Roger Knutson, Robert Hart and Rick Ruberg; Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Joseph O’Koren and Clerk Mary Miner.															Absent:  Public Works Supervisor Kyle Chiglo, Treasurer Judy Graham

AGENDA was approved as presented 										       Motion by Hart, 2nd by Knutson. Carried.

MINUTES from the August 4, 2020 Regular Council Meeting Minutes were approved as presented												                           						                                        Motion by Knutson 2nd by Ebner. Carried. 

CITIZENS /OTHERS PRESENT /WISHING TO BE HEARD: Brian Jerviss-AcenTek, Paul Kreidermacher-MinnSolar, 	Gary Brown, Sarah Brown, Rebecca Charles-CEDA, Kirsten Zoellner-Fillmore County Journal, Scott Hateli 

FINANCIALS Expenses As Of August 15, 2020 $32,708.99, Receipts as of August 15, 2020 $2,441.07
Estimated August Receipts $10,000.00, Estimated August Expenses $88,000.00 (Includes Lift Station Control Panel & Storm Drain Switches $23,292.00) 
CD’s renewing at current advertised rates																
Motion made to approve the Financials as presented		                                        Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Ruberg. Carried. 
· Miner reminded the Council the proposed budget must to be approved and sent to Fillmore County on or before September 30, 2020.  Miner asked the Council to think about projects/areas money will need to be budgeted for in 2021 so it can be worked into the 2021 budget.
· Items to consider for 2021:  New Truck, Additional Road Signs, Increase Road Rock Budget, Part-Time Help
Motion made to designate September 1 meeting to discuss 2021 budget		               Motion by Knutson, 2nd by Hart. Carried. 

Motion to approve Gary Brown 37.5kW Ground Mount Solar Array Permit Application   
															                      Motion by Ebner 2nd by Ruberg. Carried.  
 1)  PLANNING / ZONING–Pettit: New Permits /Inquiries/Updates;		
	New Permits:  
	#1407-Michael & Nicole Messenger-Cement Driveway, Install Basketball Hoop-Ridgeview Rd
	#1408-Walter Pruka-Add Lean to Shed-County Line Rd
	#1409-Ordell Thompson-Replace Concrete under deck-Deep River Rd
	#1410-Lisa Meyer-Chicken Coop-Goodrich St
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Inquiries/Updates:
· Planning and Zoning Recommendations:  At the August 18, 2020 Planning and Zoning Meeting the Planning and Zoning Board motioned to recommend the CRV Council assess a $250.00 late fee to David Lind for constructing a building without a permit application. The setback concerns will be addressed when information is received from MN DOT regarding their right of way.  Pettit carried the recommendation to the Council	
Motion made to assess a $250.00 late fee to David Lind for constructing a building without a permit application		
																			      Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Ruberg. Carried.			  
2)  ROADS/WATER/SEWER:	
· AcenTek-Ekren Road Fiber: 
· Brian Jervis-AcenTek and Chiglo met after the August 4 Council meeting to discuss how fiber could be installed along Ekren Rd	
· Chiglo provided a report with his thoughts.  Chiglo stated he is willing to work with AcenTek but states the project will create a long list of maintenance problems for years to come that will cost CRV residents	
· Fiber has already been installed to the residents on Ekren road.  Bringing it up Ekren Rd would not be a good situation for CRV as far as maintenance is concerned
· Jerviss there is no other way to get fiber to these residents other than to go up Ekren Rd.  
· Jerviss stated AcenTek could get an easement for where the current fiber is installed but it would cost AcenTek a lot of money and the AcenTek CEO had stated AcenTek would remove the fiber from the current location leaving those residents without access to fiber	
· Knutson stated CRV should help those citizens if the fiber is removed 
· Ebner stated road maintenance will be a big issue for years to come but agreed those residents deserve to have fiber.
· Hateli stated there have not been any negotiations between AcenTek and himself.  He wanted the Council to know he is willing to work with AcenTek and would like to sit down with someone from AcenTek.  Hateli stated there is an alternative other than going up Ekren Rd.
· Jerviss stated this is not the appropriate format for this discussion
· Ebner stated the Council are not mediators, this needs to be worked out between AcenTek and Hateli 
Motion made to table any decision until the September 15 meeting at which time they will get an update.  This will allow 				AcenTek and Hateli time to negotiate								           Motion by Knutson, 2nd by Ebner. Carried
· Big Truck Update:	Chiglo is working on getting a state bid.  It may be possible if the truck is ordered soon CRV could have it for the 2021-2020 plowing season		
· Road Signs:  Chiglo provided a report showing the price difference between metal and fiberglass culvert markers as well as stop signs, stop ahead signs and bridge markers that are needed.  Hart stated it should be left up to Kyle what type of signs to use and what is needed.  	
Motion made to allow Chiglo to order road signs as he sees needed up to $2,500.00	   Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ebner. Carried.								            																						
3)  OTHER:   
· CARES Act Funding:  CRV is entitled to $63,361.00 from the CARES Act Fund.  This money is to be used to reimburse entities for money they spent due to COVID-19 related items.  CRV does not have much expense related to COVID but any remaining money can be forwarded to Fillmore County to be used for any COVID related expenses they may have.  			
Motion made to request the CARES Act Fund in the amount of $63,361.00, any money left after CRV is reimbursed for 		       	       expenses will be forwarded to Fillmore County							Motion by Knutson, 2nd by Hart. Carried	
· Council Goals and Priorities:  The list submitted by Council members was reviewed
· Council was asked to continue to think about what projects they would like to see done or items they would like to see purchased in 2021 and have the cost associated with them available for the September 1 meeting when the budget will be discussed
· Rebecca Charles-CEDA-asked the Council also consider what money they would consider setting aside for economic development in 2021
· Knutson stated, he understands economic development is important but there is so much that needs to be done in the way of road maintenance/repairs he feels the budget needs to focus more on that for next year, Ebner agreed
· CEDA Monthly Update/Revised Land Use Final Report:  Charles presented her August report and final Land Use Report
· Charles reported she is not able to get a quote for the UWL students to help with trail projects because of COVID
OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS:
Next Meetings:	Council: September 1 & September 15, 2020, 7:00 pm at 43038 State Highway 30
  			       Zoning:  September 15,  2020, 5:30 pm at 43038 State Highway 30
Motion to Adjourn Regular Council Meeting at 8:25 p.m., by Ebner, 2nd by Knutson

