CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE MINUTES SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 7:00 PM 
43038 State Hwy 30, Rushford Village, Minnesota  55971-5167

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   
													 
The September 15, 2020 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Dennis Overland at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Rushford Village Community Center (COVID-19 Precautions). Council Members: Mike Ebner, Robert Hart and Rick Ruberg; Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Joseph O’Koren, Treasurer Judy Graham and Clerk Mary Miner.						      Absent:  Council Member Roger Knutson, Public Works Maintenance Supervisor Kyle Chiglo														
AGENDA was approved as presented 										           Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Hart. Carried.
 
MINUTES from the September 1, 2020 Regular Council Meeting Minutes were approved as presented			                                              																	                         Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Hart. Carried. 

CITIZENS /OTHERS PRESENT /WISHING TO BE HEARD:  Scott Hatleli, Taylor Peterson, Kirsten Zoellner-Fillmore County Journal
· Scott Hatleli shared his thoughts regarding AcenTek placing fiber across his property.  Hatleli stated he reached out to AcenTek but was informed AcenTek will exhaust all avenues with CRV.  Overland stated CRV cannot get involved in the negotiations between Hatleli and AcenTek 
· Taylor Peterson spoke in full support of David Lind.  Peterson stated it is his opinion zoning has gotten out of hand

FINANCIALS Expenses As Of September 15, 2020 $13,399.68, Receipts as of September 15, 2020 $1,800.85
Estimated September Receipts $7,700, Estimated September Expenses $56,000.00 (Includes Lift Station Control Panel $21,600.00)
CD’s renewing at current advertised rates															
Motion made to approve the Financials as presented		                                          Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ruberg. Carried. 
· 2021 Proposed Budget Resolution 2020-09-15:  
· $450,000.00 is the figure used for proposed 2021 levy/budget.  $450,000.00 was the amount of the final 2020 levy/budget
· Graham stated the usual amounts have been budgeted for the purchase of a new truck and funds have already been set aside for blacktop maintenance, it was part of the original bonding
· $7,100.00 was budgeted for a part-time maintenance employee.  This may not be enough if a 20-30 hour part-time employee is hired
· Ruberg contacted Fillmore County regarding property taxes. If the levy was raised from 450,000.00 to $472,500.00 it would be a 5% increase, taxes would increase approximately
Residential Homestead
· $100,000.00 increases $11.41
· $200,000.00 increases $33.82
· $300,000.00 increases $54.21
Agriculture Homestead
· $100,000.00 home with ag land value of $500,000.00 increases $60.20
· [bookmark: _GoBack]$200,000.00 home with ag land value of 1 Million increases $127.36
· If the levy was raised from 450,000.00 to $495,000.00 it would be a 10% increase and the above stated taxes would double
· The final budget will be set in December.  
Motion to approve 2021 Proposed Levy Resolution 2020-09-15 in the amount of $495,000.00	
																				   Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ruberg. Carried.

1)  PLANNING / ZONING–Pettit: New Permits /Inquiries/Updates;		
	New Permits:  No new permits issued
															
2)  ROADS/WATER/SEWER:	
· Ebner reported Chiglo has been working on Tower Ridge and Oian Rd and hopes to start grading now that there has been rain			


3)  OTHER:   
· David Lind-29705 State Highway 30:  
· O’Koren drafted a letter to send to Lind regarding the structure as being non-compliant with CRV setbacks and requesting the structure be relocated to make it comply with CRV ordinances.
· Before the letter was reviewed by the Council for approval, CRV received an email from David Lind stating his position on the matter.  O’Koren stated the letter could be modified to address some of the statements made in the email from Lind 
· When asked his thoughts Pettit reported his findings from MN DOT where the picture shows it’s a black and white issue on a long standing strong ordinance, it is easy to see the violation that has occurred.
· Lind’s structure is in the MN DOT right of way, which is a misdemeanor, and does not meet CRV setback requirements  
· This structure is not considered temporary because of its size.  A temporary structure is 160 square feet or less on skids.  A temporary structure is not considered part of real estate. A permit application was not received for this structure Pettit estimates it to be 22’x12’, which is beyond 160 square feet.  A permit application is required for both
· There are 2 issues, structure constructed without a permit and the structure is in violation of MN DOT right of way and CRV setbacks
· Hart stated the building is there and he does not feel it is a safety issue.  It would be up to Lind to approach MN DOT about reducing their right of way.  Hart would like to see it stay as it is, if that can be done legally. 
· If a variance is applied for CRV would need to have an objective criteria to grant a variance.  It is the resident’s burden to show why they have a practical difficulty/hardship.  It is the Councils objective to state rules that need to be followed and it’s up to the landowner to state why they can’t.  This is usually done before a project is started
· Guidelines were not followed, Lind did not attend any meeting to explain why this is a hardship case.
· Lind stated in his email he was told by Pettit he needed a permit but Lind did not think that was correct so he got another opinion from someone who may or may not know CRV ordinances 
· Ruberg stated he can see both sides but he agrees with Ebner, if ordinances are not followed why have them. Ruberg stated if Lind had come to the Council or Planning and Zoning and presented his plans something might have been able to be done at that time to make it work 
· O’Koren stated there are several options that range from doing nothing all the way to getting the courts involved.  
· O’Koren recommended if the City wanted to discuss those options in depth the meeting be closed to discuss it under attorney/client privilege so he could explain the options available
· Discussion was tabled 
· CEDA September Report-Rebecca Charles:  Charles September CEDA report was reviewed
Motion to accept September CEDA report as presented							    Motion by Hart, 2nd by Ebner. Carried.

Motion made to close regular Council Meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.05 to discuss potential or pending or threatened  	            		litigation under the Attorney/Client Privilege at 7:38 pm
																				    Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Hart. Carried.

Motion made to close closed meeting and open regular Council meeting at 8:06 pm  Motion by Ebner, 2nd by Ruberg. Carried.

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS:
· Wednesday-September 16-Chiglo at MMUA Safety Meeting-Kellogg 1-3 pm

Next Meetings:	Council: October 6 & October 20, 2020, 7:00 pm at 43038 State Highway 30
  			       Zoning:  October 20, 2020, 5:30 pm at 43038 State Highway 30

Motion to Adjourn Regular Council Meeting at 8:08 p.m., by Hart, 2nd by Ruberg

